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Campaigners highlight need for construction to restart 



Report by David Cosgrove 


CAMPAIGNERS marched 
through Smethwick to the un¬ 
finished Midland Met Hospital 
site - and called for construc¬ 
tion work to restart as soon 
as possible. 

The group organised by the Taxpay¬ 
ers’ Alliance donned hard hats, hi-vis 
jackets and carried shovels as they 
approached the hospital on Tuesday 

The march came after they canvassed opin¬ 
ion from local residents and businesses about 
the impact of the delayed opening. 

Originally, the £350m hospital was due to 
open this autumn - but that has been pushed 
back after the collapse of Wolverhampton-based 
Carillion. 

Work remains at a standstill at the site, 
where the construction giant had been employ¬ 
ing 70 people. 

While talks are understood to be going on 
with a possible new contractor no deal has yet 
been sealed and a new opening date is still to 
be confirmed. 

Pressure 

The Taxpayers’ Alliance’s grassroots cam¬ 
paign manager Harry Fone said: “We’ve spo¬ 
ken to residents and shop owners about what’s 
going on at the hospital. 

“The longer the delays go on the higher the 
costs will get. They need to get on with it and 
we are calling for the Government to act. 

“We need people to get a move on - the 
longer it’s going to go on for, the more pressure 
it’s going to put on the other hospitals and the 
taxpayer. 

“We are calling for it to be completed in the 
quickest, most efficient way possible. 

“It was due to be completed in autumn, now 
it has been pushed back to 2020 and could even 
be after that.” 

The hospital will combine acute and emer¬ 
gency services from Sandwell General Hospital 
and City Hospital in Birmingham. 

Last month, Toby Lewis, chief executive 
of the Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS 
Trust, said any further delay to the Midland 
Metropolitan Hospital will impact on the qual¬ 
ity of care provided by the trust. 

• Dithering - Page 11 


WHEEL BE READY FOR HOSPITAL OP, SAYS GAVY 



Gavy Saini, centre, with, from left, mother Sundeep Saini, and staff Jim Morrissey, Sophie Winstanley, Abigail Hanlon and Amanda Winwood 


CHILDREN heading for operations at 
Sandwell hospital can now arrive in style - in 
a remote-control mini Mercedes. 

Staff at the hospital hope the sit-in vehicles 
will help drive away pre-op nerves for young¬ 
sters undergoing minor surgery. 

Modelled on a similar scheme at a hospital 
in California, the initiative has been backed 
by Halfords, which has donated two £150 
cars, with support from the NHS Trust’s 
charity fundraisers. 

Youngsters who fancy being driven to thea¬ 
tre will be strapped into the battery-powered 


cars, controlled by play specialists and nurses. 
Three-year-old Gavy Saini, of West Brom¬ 
wich, became the first patient to be driven 
to his operation while undergoing a tooth ex¬ 
traction at the hospital. His mother Sundeep, 
aged 28, said: “This is a wonderful idea. Gavy 
wasn’t really looking forward to coming into 
hospital, but when he saw the car, it definitely 
put him at ease. It also lifted his spirits more 
too. He already has a similar car at home and 
loves driving round in it.” 

The idea to introduce the cars into the 
hospital’s children’s ward came from the hos¬ 


pital’s Your Trust Charity. Fundraising man¬ 
ager Amanda Winwood, who had seen similar 
cars being used in a hospital in America, said: 
“Having an operation can be daunting, es¬ 
pecially if you are a child. So I thought this 
would help to distract them as they headed 
into surgery. 

“The reaction we’ve had is amazing.” 

Jez Jones, matron for acute paediatrics, 
added: “When the idea was brought to us 
from Your Trust Charity, we were fully on 
board with it and couldn’t wait to take deliv¬ 
ery of the cars.” 


COUNCIL 

£250k boost to 
help youngsters 

COUNCIL bosses have approved plans 
to release more than £250,000 to support 
children and young people in the region. 

The cash has been held in more than 20 
dormant trust funds, to support projects 
giving children and young people the best 
possible start in life. Sandwell council will 
pass the funds to the Heart of England 
Community Foundation, a grant-giving or¬ 
ganisation in the West Midlands that last 
year distributed more than £130,000 to 
projects in the borough. 

The Sandwell Community Fund is ex¬ 
pected to launch later this year. Councillor 
Simon Hackett, cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren’s services, said: “It is fantastic news 
that we can free up this money to create 
an active community fund to help children 
and young people in Sandwell who need 
support to improve their chances in life.” 

Tina Costello, Heart of England Com¬ 
munity Foundation chief executive officer, 
added: “We are delighted to have made 
the first steps in setting up the Sandwell 
Community Fund and we believe the Foun¬ 
dation is in the best possible position to 
make a difference in the community.” 

PLANNING 

Mosque scheme 
given green light 

PLANS to demolish part of a Smethwick 
mosque and rebuild it as a new extension 
have been given the green light. 

The plans for the mosque in Halfords 
Lane had previously been submitted to 
Sandwell Council by the registered charity 
Smethwick Bangladeshi Muslim Welfare 
Association. The application was to demol¬ 
ish an existing old section of the mosque 
building and rebuild it as a new two-storey 
modern extension. 

Documents submitted to the council 
said: “A rebuild will mean the community 
will have a modern usable building with 
better access and amenities, the charity 
will be able to broaden its services as it will 
be able to use the full space.” 

Councillor Zahoor Ahmed, who repre¬ 
sents the St Paul’s ward where the mosque 
is located, welcomed the decision. 
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No cue for cuppa 
at Sons of Rest 
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Suzy and Owen help to honour victims 



Prince Charles with Suzy Evans and son Owen 


A BLACK Country family devas¬ 
tated by the Tunisia terror attack 
met Prince Charles at the unveil¬ 
ing of a new memorial. 

Suzy Evans, and her son Owen, 
from Wednesbury, attended a 
poignant ceremony at the Na¬ 
tional Memorial Arboretum last 
Thursday. 

The Prince of Wales and Duch¬ 
ess of Cornwall helped unveil the 
memorial, called ‘Still Water’, 
which will act as a focal point to 
honour victims of overseas terror¬ 
ism. 


Suzy, aged 49, lost her son 
Joel, brother Adrian Evans, and 
father Patrick while they were 
on a holiday in Tunisia in 2015, 
with Owen, who was only 16 at 
the time of the tragedy. All four of 
them were big fans of Walsall FC 
and had even attended the 2015 
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy Final 
at Wembley together, which the 
Saddlers lost. 

The unveiling proved particu¬ 
larly emotional for the family, as 
Suzy’s mother Maureen had died 
on Wednesday, aged 74. 


Suzy said: “I don’t want vic¬ 
tims of overseas terrorism to be 
forgotten. Whether they died here 
in their own country or overseas, 
the loss is the same - and we live 
with it every day.” 

Suzy and 18-year-old Owen met 
Prince Charles following the cere¬ 
mony. They gave him a wristband 
for their charity Smile for Joel. 

Owen said: “The fact that the 
next in line to the throne is willing 
to give his time shows how impor¬ 
tant it is to a country as a whole. 

“It was really touching.” 


Karl's on track to take 
part in Invictus games 


SIX inspirational war heroes 
from the West Midlands have 
been chosen to take part in this 
year’s Invictus games. 

The Invictus games is an interna¬ 
tional adaptive multi-sport event, 
created by Prince Harry, in which 
wounded, injured or sick armed ser¬ 
vices personnel and their associated 
veterans take part in sports. 

The team of 72 
competitors selected 
to represent the UK 
at this year’s compe¬ 
tition in Sydney was 
unveiled last week 
at Horse Guards Pa¬ 
rade. 

The group came 
together for the first 
time since selection 
at the iconic Lon¬ 
don venue and were 
joined by Prime Min¬ 
ister Theresa May, who posed with the ath¬ 
letes for the first official team photograph 
and wished them luck for the Games in 
October. 

Karl Hinett, 31, from Tipton, is among 
those chosen. Karl, who will compete in 
athletics, suffered severe burns in a pet¬ 
rol-bomb attack in Basra, Iraq in 2005 
when his Warrior tank was petrol bombed 
during a rescue operation. The attack left 
Karl with 37 per cent burns all over his 
body and face at just aged 18. 

During his recovery he got into fundrais¬ 
ing, running more than 150 marathons and 
raising thousands for different charities, 
including the hospital that helped him. 

He was also recognised when asked to 
carry the Olympic torch in the run-up to 
the 2012 Olympics. He said: “Since being 
discharged in 2008 I have felt lost and 
found it difficult to create targets and 
goals. I’m hoping for a healthier lifestyle, 
a better mental outlook, for myself and my 
family, and to become a continuous role 
model for my young son.” 



Karl Hinett 


Youngsters’ arty success takes off 



From left, teacher Sarah Lockitt, pupil Joshua, Susan Eaves, Allun Edge, pupil Bradley and teacher Kevin Hurcombe 


TWO lucky pupils and their fami¬ 
lies are on their way to RAF Cos- 
ford Air Show after winning an art 
competition organised by Network 
Rail. 

Volunteers from Network Rail 
have been working with The Mead¬ 
ows School in Oldbury, to trans¬ 
form the school’s memorial garden 
and provide easier access to their 
forest school. 

The special school, in Dudley 
Road East, contacted Network 
Rail to ask for donations of railway 


sleepers to use in their memorial 
garden, where young people and 
parents remember those who have 
sadly passed away. 

Joanna Cliffe, Headteacher at 
The Meadows School said: “Our 
staff and students are very excited 
about the new ramp. It means all 
the children can now access our 
lovely new forest school.” 

The volunteer team from Net¬ 
work Rail, headed up by Allun 
Edge, infrastructure maintenance 
protection coordinator, created a 


memorial wall in the garden. The 
team returned to The Meadows last 
Wednesday to judge the art compe¬ 
tition and be a part of the official 
opening of the forest school, led 
by the Deputy Mayor of Sandwell, 
Councillor Susan Eaves. 

Allun and his team finally de¬ 
cided that Josh and Brad’s winning 
artwork will take pride of place in 
the local Network Rail depot. They 
will be off to the air show next 
month with transport provided by 
West Midlands Trains. 


Speedylegal 
eagles raise 
£1,000 for 
good cause 

A TEAM of five runners from Thurs- 
fields Solicitors raised more than £1,000 
for a local breast cancer charity during 
The Great Birmingham 10k Run. 

Directors Michelle O’Hara, Julia 
Warrilow and Gareth Burge, along with 
solicitor Kirsty Underhill and trainee 
solicitor Joe Rollins completed the route 
in blisteringly hot weather on Sunday, 
May 6. 

The Thursfields’ team raised £1,085 
towards the law firm’s ongoing support 
for Breast Cancer Haven, West Mid¬ 
lands, which supports women impacted 
by breast cancer. 

Mr Burge said: “Everyone at Thurs¬ 
fields is proud to continue working 
closely with Breast Cancer Haven, West 
Midlands which is a fantastic cause. 

“The charity’s Solihull centre is a 
much-needed new facility for the local 
community and we are now looking at 
how we can carry on working together 
on future fund-raising events.” 

The money raised by Thursfields, 
which has branches in Halesowen, 
Kidderminster, Sedgley and Stourport, 
came from colleagues, family, friends 
and clients via JustGiving, where do¬ 
nations can still be made at https:// 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thurs- 
fields-solicitors. 

Victim named as 
appeal launched 

A VICTIM of a fatal shooting has been 
named as police continue to appeal for 
information.West Midlands Police have 
named Abdul Rahman Abubaker, aged 
24, who died in hospital from a gunshot 
wound to the chest. 

The young man was shot on Strat¬ 
ford Place in Highgate, Birmingham, at 
around 11pm on May 15. 

Police confirmed they have gathered 
‘hours of CCTV’ footage in their investi¬ 
gation but are now appealing for anyone 
with information to come forward. 

Det Ch Insp Edward Foster said: “I 
would appeal to anyone who was at the 
location and may have heard or seen an¬ 
ything to get in touch.” 

Anyone with information is asked 
to call police on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111. 

Outdoor MAC show 
for The Blockheads 

THE late Ian Dury’s old band is to play 
an open air concert in Birmingham. 

The Blockheads will appear at the 
Midlands Arts Centre in Cannon Hill 
Park opposite Edgbaston cricket ground 
on July 20 at 8pm. 

Tickets are £19 and £22 from the box 
office on 0121 446 3232. 


IORDANS SOLICITORS 



Friendly, efficient and price competitive 


Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and Commercial, Wdls and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 

If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH Telephone: 0121 559 2922 


www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 



















































Half term 
fun lined up 
at venues in 
the borough 

THERE are a wide variety of afforda¬ 
ble activities lined up at Sandwell’s 
museums for the half-term holidays 
- including a trip to the seaside, dino¬ 
saur fun, movies, puzzles, trails and 
crafts. 

Visitors can take a day trip to the 
seaside at Oak House in West Bro¬ 
mwich on Tuesday May 29, between 
noon and 4pm. 

The tearoom will be open cour¬ 
tesy of the Friends of the Oak House 
where visitors can get a cup of tea and 
an ice cream. 

There are also seaside-themed 
crafts and trails available at the Oak 
House on Wednesday 30 and Thurs¬ 
day 31. Entrance is free. 

Meanwhile, at Haden Hill House 
in Cradley Heath, travel back to Vic¬ 
torian times and discover some gruel 
and graft on Thursday 31 May and 
Friday 1 June between 11am and 
3pm. 

Visitors can also experience life as 
one of the poorest of Victorian society, 
with the museums’s Living History 
team and get their hands dirty with 
some fantastic Victorian activities. 
They can also enjoy craft activities 
and trails. Entrance to the house is 
free. 

At the Manor House Museum in 
West Bromwich, staff are travelling 
back even further with our fantastic 
Dinosaur Takeover Day on Sunday 3 
June between 11am and 3pm. 

Theatre festival 
is family friendly 

A THEATRE festival of family-friend¬ 
ly shows is being held next month. 

B Black Country runs from June 5 
to 28 and will feature five productions 
chosen and promoted by Black Coun¬ 
try Touring’s Young Promoters. 

The project, funded by the Youth 
Social Action Programme, opens on 
June 5 with Rhubarb Theatre pre¬ 
senting Sidney’s Shed at Sandwell 
College’s Spon Lane Campus in West 
Bromwich at 6.30pm. 

Highlights include The Odd Doll 
group’s Seaside Terror at Evolve, 
Tower Street, Dudley, on June 6 at 
7pm and Scratch works stage Great 
Train Robbery at George Salter Acad¬ 
emy, West Bromwich, on June 14 at 
6.30pm. Details are at http://bctour- 
ing.co.uk/projects/b-black-country/ 


Car boot sale due 

A CAR boot sale takes place in 
Wednesbury on Sunday, from 9am- 
2pm in Wednesbury Market, next to 
the Town Square, off Union Street. 
Open for traders from 8am, pitches 
are £5. For details call 0121 553 3074. 


'Miracle' Michael proves doctors wrong 



Rehabilitation - Michael Davies 


A BRAIN injury survivor is proving 
doctors wrong who said he would never 
walk or feed himself again, after a hit 
and run nine years ago left him with 
devastating injuries. 

Pedestrian Michael Davies, from 
Sandwell, was 22 when he was hit by a 
car. He sustained such severe head inju¬ 
ries he was left with significant physical 
and cognitive disabilities and was una¬ 
ble to walk or do anything for himself. 

His family instructed specialist se¬ 
rious injury lawyers at Irwin Mitchell 
to help Michael access the best reha¬ 
bilitation and support as he battled to 
overcome his injuries. They success¬ 
fully secured Michael a significant set¬ 
tlement to help cover the costs of his 


recovery which is now being managed 
by Irwin Mitchell’s Court of Protection 
team to ensure it lasts for the rest of 
his life. 

Now Michael is making strides to 
increase his independence as far as 
possible - something he celebrated by 
walking into his local pub with his sup¬ 
port workers and ordering lunch. 

Speaking as part of Action for Brain 
Injury Week, Michael’s mum, Marga¬ 
ret, said: “It’s been an absolute mira¬ 
cle. We call him miracle Michael. He 
has come along leaps and bounds with 
his recovery. We cannot wait to find a 
suitable bungalow for him to move into 
with his care team.” 

By late 2016 the 29-year-old was 


using his wheelchair less and was lit¬ 
erally making strides with his mobility, 
regularly visiting his local pub for meals 
with staff and fellow residents at Voy¬ 
age Care Home where he had moved 
into. 

Rachael Adams, an expert Court of 
Protection Solicitor at Irwin Mitchell, 
representing Michael, said: 

“To see someone come back from a 
brain injury like Michael’s is nothing 
short of inspirational and proof that 
there can be life after serious injury. 
We are really looking forward to seeing 
Michael take to the swimming pool and 
are proud to support him as he looks to 
move into a specially adapted property 
with support.” 


Funds for 'hamburger' 
road island work found 


CONGESTION-BUSTING improve¬ 
ments will finally be made at a no¬ 
torious roundabout after a funding 
package was agreed. 

A key funding body has signalled its in¬ 
tention to pay for much-needed changes 
to the Birchley Island in Oldbury - one 
of the most congested spots in the Black 
Country 

Plans to build a new road straight through 
the middle of the island have been in the pipe¬ 
line for years but have yet to come to fruition 
over a lack of funds. But the leader of Sandwell 
Council Steve Eling has now confirmed the 
Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership 
has agreed to provide the necessary funds for 
the major project. 

Roads chiefs in Sandwell have been desper¬ 
ate to make changes at the island for years due 
to the level of congestion faced by drivers on 
a daily basis. It is a huge traffic hotspot due 
to its junctions with Wolverhampton Road and 
the M5. 

Councillor Eling said changes were badly 
needed at the island and that work was likely 
to start in 2019 or 2020. 

He said: “We have been waiting for commit¬ 
ment from the LEP on the future funding of 
the whole package. We have now received a 
letter from the LEP with a commitment to a 
package of funding to enable us to move for¬ 
ward. It just cannot cope with peak demand in 
mornings and afternoons.” 

The scheme preferred by the council would 
see changes to lanes and also involve extend¬ 
ing Wolverhampton Road on a new roadway 
through the roundabout to create a two-way 
‘hamburger’ island at a cost of around £12.7 
million. 

The ‘hamburger’ scheme, which would see 
the island be spilt in two to allow traffic to run 
through the centre of it, was approved by plan¬ 
ners last year. However, the council leader said 
it was unlikely any work would start until after 
the completion of a major repair scheme at the 
Oldbury viaduct on the M5. 



Rest regulars, from left, Colin James, Terry Pickering and Roger Horton celebrating with a mug of tea 


A LEISURE club in Wednesbury 
has undergone a refurbishment 
thanks to help from its members 
and a council grant. 

The Sons of Rest Club, in Foley 
Street, has recently revamped one 
of its rooms to open it up to the 
community and other groups. 

Volunteers and club members 
have worked on the old snooker 
room, instead turning it into a 
meeting room for the club - and 
other community groups. 


Sons of Rest originally started 
in the 1930’s and was a place for 
ex-servicemen to relax, before it 
became an elderly men’s leisure 
club. 

Colin James, club secretary, 
said: “We have redecorated what 
used to be a small snooker room, 
which we weren’t really using an¬ 
ymore. So now we have opened it 
to others who can use it as a small 
meeting room. 

“We have painted the room, put 


up different lighting, new carpets 
and tables, and we have installed 
cupboard storage in there. We 
were helped by a grant of £1,300 
from Sandwell Council. We 
painted and redecorated the room 
ourselves, which enabled us to buy 
the new furniture with the funds. 

“We all got stuck in with the re¬ 
decorating. It gives a nice, friendly 
and homely atmosphere now - 
and before it was not really being 
used. The room looks great.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

One change on 
council cabinet 

COUNCILLOR Bill Gavan has taken 
over a top Sandwell Council cabinet 
role after his former Labour colleague 
Richard Marshall stepped down. 

The council’s top table overseeing 
the borough was recently announced, 
with the only change seeing Council¬ 
lor Gavan promoted to cabinet mem¬ 
ber for leisure. 

Mr Marshall, who represented 
Smethwick, stepped down from the 
council and the cabinet in November 
and was suspended by the Labour 
party following allegations he sent 
offensive messages about female col¬ 
leagues. He did not stand at the local 
elections. 

Care industry on 
agenda at event 

A ONE-DAY educational workshop 
about the care industry will take place 
in the region. 

The Care Roadshow will take place 
at Villa Park Stadium on July 3, 
where an array of speakers from the 
industry will present on innovation 
and outstanding practice in the sector. 

The event aims to inform and in¬ 
spire its visitors. 

Free seminars will run across the 
day from 10am onwards. 

The event is free to attend. Visit 
www.careroadshows.co.uk or call 
01425 838393 to register. 

Comic Jason in 
third hall show 

TICKETS for Mancunian comic Ja¬ 
son Manford’s third show at Dudley 
Town Hall have gone on sale. 

The TV comedian will bring his 
Muddle Class show to the town hall on 
March 9 next year - after he revealed 
his love for the venue and for Black 
Country folk. 

He performed the show to a sell-out 
crowd at the St James’s Road venue 
last month. He took to Facebook dur¬ 
ing the interval of that show to post: 
“Top folks here in the Black Country.” 

He will also return to the venue 
with Muddle Class on October 3. 

Bouncy castle fun at 
festival date in park 

A FUN day is being held in Tividale 
in July as part of the Black Country 
Festival. 

The event on July 7 at Tividale 
Park will run from 11am to 5pm, and 
is being organised by the Friends of 
Tividale Park. 

There will be a children’s area 
featuring three bouncy castles, face 
painting and circus skills and enter¬ 
tainment on stage throughout the day 
including dancers, singers and bands. 
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DVANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Est 1997 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / Mobile: 07752 921 699 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


A CHOICE OF ANY OF THESE 
5 COMPOSITE DOOR DESIGNS 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


(includes chrome or gold hardware) 


£725 



% 



5 WINDOWS FOR £825 

FULLY GLAZED 



2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 


4ft x 5ft 3ft x 6ft 


Patio 

Slider 

£525 


£ French 
| Doors 

1 £475 


1800mm 1200mm 

White PVC, White Handle. Fully Glazed 


KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BEDROOMS 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


O Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
© Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


: : 

The Home Improvement Specialist 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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Officer criticised on 


custody suite death 


COUNTY NEWS 

Small firms raising 
wages on increase 

THE share of small firms increasing 
wages for their employees has hit a 
three-and-a-half year high, according 
to the latest research from the Feder¬ 
ation of Small Businesses. 

Two thirds of small firms (66 per 
cent) have increased salaries over 
the past year, the highest proportion 
since the last quarter of 2014. Also 
at a three-and-a-half year high is the 
share of small business owners award¬ 
ing pay increases of two per cent or 
more (50 per cent). A quarter have in¬ 
creased pay by four per cent or more. 

And 79 per cent say they have main¬ 
tained or increased headcounts over 
the past three months. 

Police praised on 
disability support 

WEST Midlands Police has been hon¬ 
oured by the Department of Work and 
Pensions. It is the first metropolitan 
police force to be recognised for sup¬ 
porting staff with disabilities. The 
force has been named as a disability 
confident leader by the DWP 

Head of diversity and inclusion, 
Anthony Burnett, said: “The award 
of disability leader status is a great 
achievement for the force. 

“The award is a testament to the 
dedication and efforts of our many 
ambassadors across the force.” 

The force worked in partnership 
with Jaguar Land Rover to achieve its 
new status. 

Angling firm reels 
in record profits 

SPECIALIST fishing tackle and 
equipment shop chain Angling Di¬ 
rect, which has sites in Willenhall and 
Halesowen, saw both sales and profits 
rise to record levels in the year to the 
end of January. 

Group revenue was up 44 per cent 
to £30.24 million with profits before 
tax ahead 24 per cent to £l.lm 

Online sales were up 54 per cent to 
£16.lm and shop sales by 40 per cent 
to £13.2m. 

Its shops network has grown to 21. 

Marston's new chair 
to take her seat 

SENIOR independent director Car¬ 
olyn Bradley will become interim 
chairman of Wolverhampton-based 
Marston’s from the start of June. 

She will replace Roger Devlin, who 
steps down on May 31, while the 
search for his successor continues. 
The former group brand director of 
Tesco spent more than 25 years in 
various roles. Mr Devlin will become 
chairman of Persimmon on June 1. 


A POLICE officer has been criticised 
following a man’s death in custody, 
the force watchdog said. 

Christopher Morgan, aged 38, died 
in the Oldbury custody suite after suf¬ 
fering a heart attack. 

CCTV footage showed he had suf¬ 
fered a seizure 30 minutes before 
being found on the floor. An investiga¬ 
tion by the Independent Office for Po¬ 
lice Conduct (IOPC) concluded that a 


custody officer faced a case to answer 
for misconduct. 

The watchdog raised concerns 
about how frequently Mr Morgan was 
observed and how records were kept. 

But the IOPC deemed this could be 
addressed through performance man¬ 
agement, and West Midlands Police 
agreed. IOPC regional director Der¬ 
rick Campbell said: “Our sympathies 
are with Mr Morgan’s family and 


everyone else affected by his death. 
We have a duty to investigate any 
death in police custody and to ensure 
any learning to help this challenging 
environment is identified.” 

Mr Morgan was found unresponsive 
in his cell during a routine check at 
2am on September 21 and pronounced 
dead shortly afterwards. 

Last month an inquest jury re¬ 
corded a conclusion that his death 


was drug-related. The hearing was 
told that following a medical exam¬ 
ination, he was ruled suitable for 
hourly checks, which were carried out 
correctly. 

However, earlier during his deten¬ 
tion he had been listed for half-hourly 
observations. Evidence gathered by 
an IOPC investigator found that for a 
period of time, those checks took place 
every hour. 


All change for Metro 
with rebranding due 


By Richard Guttridge 

THE Midland Metro is to be re¬ 
branded by the region’s com¬ 
bined authority when it takes 
over the running of the service 
next month. 

The tram service will be known as 
West Midlands Metro from June 24. 

Transport for West Midlands, part of 
the West Midlands Combined Authority, 
is taking over the service from National 
Express. The change will mean a major 
rebranding job on trams and at stations. 
It comes ahead of a £200 million exten¬ 
sion which will see the Metro reach new 
parts of the Black Country. 

It currently operates between Wol¬ 
verhampton and Birmingham but the 
expansion will take it from Wednesbury 
through to Tipton, Merry Hill shopping 
centre into Dudley town centre. 

Increase 

The Metro is being brought under the 
control of the combined authority, which 
is hoping to enhance the status of the 
service and increase passenger numbers. 
The new route will take in several large 
attractions as well as Merry Hill. 

The new seven-mile line from Wednes¬ 
bury will run along part of the for¬ 
mer South Staffordshire railway from 
Wednesbury to Brierley Hill town centre 
with 17 stops. 

Construction on the extension is set to 
start in 2019. It is hoped it will be operat¬ 
ing into Dudley in time for the Common¬ 
wealth Games in 2022 to take advantage 
of thousands sports fans visiting the re¬ 
gion from all over the world. Trams will 
run up to every six minutes during busy 
periods. 

The work on the Metro is one of sev¬ 
eral major projects planned to transform 
transport infrastructure in the Black 
Country. 

Huge rebuilding jobs are planned for 
Wolverhampton train station and Dudley 
bus station over the next few years. 


RAF Cosford given Freedom of Brum 



Part of the ceremony which took place as RAF Cosford personnel celebrate being given the Freedom of Birmingham 


RAF Cosford have been granted the Freedom of Bir¬ 
mingham. The unit are the first RAF unit to be given 
the award - with the celebrations taking place during a 
Freedom of Birmingham Parade. 

A total of 170 Royal Air Force personnel, members 
of the University of Birmingham Air Squadron and Air 
Cadets took part in the event - held during UK-wide 
RAF 100 celebrations. 

The parade began in Centenary Square at 11am on 
Saturday and saw an inspection carried out by Birming¬ 
ham’s Lord Mayor’s Deputy councillor Mike Leddy. 

Royal Air Force personnel then exercised their right 
for the first time to march through the City with drums 
beating, bands playing, colours flying and bayonets fixed. 

RAF Cosford Station Commander Group Captain 


Tone Baker, who received the Freedom scroll, said it 
was a ‘great privilege’. He said: “It is a great privilege 
for Royal Air Force Cosford to have the Freedom of Bir¬ 
mingham bestowed upon it. 

“The men and women who have served on the station 
since 1938 have always had a close relationship with the 
City and its people. 

“During World War II, when the nation faced its 
greatest crisis, Birmingham and RAF Cosford worked 
together to provide many of the Spitfires and other air¬ 
craft that were needed on the front line in the defence 
of the United Kingdom. 

“Our parade today honoured the 80-year relationship 
and looked forward to many more years of working to¬ 
gether.” 


Penalty for 
legs crush 
accident 
welcomed 

COUNCIL bosses have hailed the 
hefty fine handed out to a firm for an 
accident which saw one of its workers 
legs crushed. 

Furniture Village warehouse in 
Wednesbury was fined £266,667 after 
David Stampe’s injuries. 

Mr Stampe suffered fractures to 
both his lower legs after they got 
crushed in a compactor at the ware¬ 
house in June 2013. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told the worker had got into the com¬ 
pactor to clear out trapped rubbish. 
His legs were crushed in the machine, 
but he made a full recovery. 

After the accident, investigating 
officers from Sandwell Council’s envi¬ 
ronmental health team found a num¬ 
ber of issues with the compactor. 

Furniture Village had requested 
the manufacturer of the compactor 
supplied a machine that could com¬ 
pact large pieces of furniture without 
the lid being closed while it was op¬ 
erating. 

Cabinet member for public health 
and protection councillor Elaine 
Costigan said: “We take health and 
safety breaches very seriously. 

“Employers have a duty to ensure 
that there are no risks to the safety 
of their employees or to other people 
who may be affected by their activi¬ 
ties which clearly did not happen in 
this case. We welcome the sentencing 
in this case and we’re also very happy 
that the employee who was injured 
made a full recovery.” 

Furniture Village Ltd admitted 
breaking health and safety laws by 
not having safe working practices at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court and was 
fined £266,667 with costs of £31,000. 

Store on lookout 
for charity partner 

A SUPERMARKET is on the lookout 
for its next charity partner. 

The Sainsbury’s Oldbury store 
is calling on charities to nominate 
themselves for the Charity of the Year 
scheme as it hits its 10th anniversary. 

The branch will shortlist three at 
the end of the month for customers to 
vote on. The winning entry receives a 
year of support from the store, which 
will see funds and awareness raised 
for their cause. 

Store manager Katy Bradshaw-Sole 
said: “There are so many fantastic 
charities in the area which do bril¬ 
liant work in our community. We are 
excited to be offering a new charity 
the chance to receive support.” 

Customers can vote between June 
11 and June 24. For details go to 
sainsburyslocalcharity. co.uk 


Wednesbury 
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Contact Market Manager 
0121 5533074 


THIS SUNDAY 
27TH MAY 

9am-2pm 

WEDNESBURY MARKET 
NEXT TO TOWN 
SQUARE, 
off Union Street 


Traders 

from 
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Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 



Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 


For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

S* Telephone 0121 559 9985 



Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 















































Motorways 
in region 
are'vital'to 
UK growth 

THE M6 and M5 in the Midlands are 
of ‘vital importance’ to the economic 
growth of the country according to a 
leading academic from Aston Univer¬ 
sity. 

Both routes - the majority of which 
are elevated structures in the Bir¬ 
mingham and Black Country region 
- see in excess of 500,000 vehicles 
travelling on them every day. 

Linking the north to the south and 
vice versa, the M5 provides a key ar¬ 
terial route to the south west for tour¬ 
ism and popular holiday destinations 
such as Cornwall. 

“In the context of the wider Mid¬ 
lands road infrastructure’s position 
in the national logistics network, both 
the M5, M6 and Spaghetti Junction 
as structures and routes continue to 
play key roles in the transport sec¬ 
tor,” explains Ed Sweeney, Professor 
of Logistics at Aston University. 

“The M6 is a vital logistics arterial 
route linking the ‘golden triangle’ in 
the Midlands with London and the 
south east (via the Ml), the north 
west and Scotland (via the M74). 

“In this way the M6 is a key part 
of national and regional economic ac¬ 
tivity and growth. Spaghetti Junction 
plays a key role in linking this artery 
with the city of Birmingham (princi¬ 
pally via the A38(M). 

“There should be no denying the 
significance of how important the M6 
continues to be.” 

Electric train in 
debut on track 

AN electric train has travelled be¬ 
tween two destinations in the West 
Midlands for the first time. 

The historic journey was made be¬ 
tween Birmingham and Bromsgrove 
on Sunday night to test the newly-in¬ 
stalled overhead power lines, ahead 
of a full electric service being intro¬ 
duced later this summer. The upgrade 
and electrification of the railway to 
Bromsgrove is part of a wider plan. 

When the work is completed, West 
Midlands Railway will operate an 
extra three trains every hour. Cur¬ 
rently the town has two trains per 
hour in the peak. 

Richard Dugdale, senior sponsor 
for Network Rail, said: “The Railway 
Upgrade Plan is delivering significant 
improvements across Britain.” 


New deputy leader 

THE Conservative group on Birming¬ 
ham City Council have elected a new 
deputy leader. Debbie Clancy, a coun¬ 
cillor for the Longbridge and West 
Heath ward, will take up the role af¬ 
ter being chosen at the recent AGM. 


Fine for fly-tipper caught on camera 



Rubbish among the dumped mess 


A FLY-TIPPER who was caught on 
camera dumping rubbish has been 
fined more than £1,000, in one of four 
successful prosecutions by Dudley 
Council. 

Dennis Rose, 51, was filmed dump¬ 
ing the rubbish on land off Bowling 
Green Road, in Netherton, last July. 

And while investigating a separate 
report of fly-tipping in the same area, 
documents relating to his address 
were found in the waste. After failing 
to respond to letters and a fix penalty 
notice, Rose was prosecuted for ille¬ 
gally depositing waste. 


Rose, of Brook Lane, Cradley, was 
fined £1,100 - and also ordered to pay 
costs of £295, £150 compensation and 
a victim surcharge of £110 - in his ab¬ 
sence at Dudley Magistrates Court on 
May 9. 

Robert Jones, 75, of Spring Road, 
Netherton, was also fined £220 after 
he admitted to failing to ensure waste 
was disposed of properly. He was also 
ordered to pay £200 in costs, £150 
compensation and a £20 victim sur¬ 
charge. 

A number of black household 
waste bags had been dumped in un¬ 


dergrowth, on land off Springfield 
Avenue, in August - with documents 
addressed to Jones found in two of the 
bags. 

Also before the court was 35-year- 
old Amos Price, of Heydon Road, Pen- 
snett, who pleaded guilty to illegally 
depositing waste and was fined £500 
and ordered to pay costs of £295, with 
a £50 victim surcharge. Last August, 
he had been hired by Summerfield 
Commercials Ltd to remove waste, 
but Price, who was not a registered 
waste carrier, claimed he had then 
sold the van and its contents on. 


First driver jailed in 
car cruise crackdown 


A DRIVER from the West Midlands 
has become the first motorist to be 
jailed for breaching a region-wide 
injunction banning ‘car cruising’. 

West Midlands Police caught Atif Qa- 
sim, from Alum Rock, Birmingham, rac¬ 
ing at breakneck speeds in the city. 

Police dash-cam footage caught the moment 
VW Golf driver Qasim flew over an island on 
the A47 Heartlands Parkway near Star City at 
more than 90mph while racing a BMW through 
the streets. 

Officers lying in wait on the evening of March 
25 as part of Operation Hercules - the force’s 
response to tackling street racers - gave pur¬ 
suit and quickly pulled over 20-year-old Qasim 
and BMW driver Sajad Hussain, 27. 

Both were arrested and charged with breach¬ 
ing the High Court order, which outlaws street 
racing and wider anti-social behaviour such 
riding in convoy, performing stunts, or revving 
engines, blaring horns and playing loud music 
at vehicle gatherings. The legislation is in place 
throughout Birmingham and the Black Coun¬ 
try. 

Warning 

Hussain, of Bordesley Green, Birmingham, 
admitted the offence at court on April 9 and 
received a suspended jail sentence. 

However, Qasim failed to turn up at court 
but was eventually rearrested later that month 
after officers tracked him down through known 
associates. 

When he appeared at Birmingham Magis¬ 
trates Court on May 8, he was sent straight 
to prison to start a seven-month sentence and 
ordered to pay £726 in court costs. 

Birmingham police sergeant Martin Wil¬ 
liams said: “Several drivers have been arrested 
and put before the courts in recent weeks for 
breaching the injunction - but this is the first 
case of a driver being handed an immediate 
term of imprisonment. 

It should act as a stark warning to any mo¬ 
torist who thinks they can drive dangerously or 
anti-socially on our streets with impunity. We 
run regular operations into the night on the 
lookout for anyone breaching the conditions.” 


Bishop’s blessing for initiative 



Front, Bishop, Michael Ipgrave, with Caz Morrall, Helen Titterton, Pat Bayliss and Rev Allen Bower 


THE Bishop of Lichfield gave his 
blessing as people gathered at a 
church as part of an initiative to 
bring neighbourhoods together. 

Tipton residents met at St Mat¬ 
thew’s Church on Dudley Road on 
Thursday as part of the Places of 
Welcome initiative. 

The scheme is run by commu¬ 
nity groups who want everyone 
in their neighbourhood to have a 
place to go for a friendly face, a 


cup of tea and a conversation if 
and when they need it. They aim 
to provide an environment where 
people feel safe to belong, connect 
and contribute. 

Helen Titterton, Place of Wor¬ 
ship enabler for Staffordshire and 
Stoke, said: “It went really well, 
there were lots of local people in 
attendance which was great to 
see. 

“It is a very welcoming, inclu¬ 


sive place. “Around 40 people at¬ 
tended the meet-up, which takes 
place every week. 

“About half the people attend¬ 
ing were from the local commu¬ 
nity and the other half from the 
church.” 

The initiative began two years 
ago when it was set up in Birming¬ 
ham. 

There are now more than 200 
Places of Welcome across the UK. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Former Caparo 
site on market 

A FORMER Caparo site has been 
placed on the market after its owners 
applied for planning permission to 
build more than 250 homes. If they se¬ 
cure the green light from councillors, 
they can expect to get a price in the 
millions - however, no official price 
tag for the land is being disclosed. 

The 16.5-acre site in Walsall, ac¬ 
cessed from Green Lane and Old 
Birchills Lane, has stood empty for 
years following the manufacturer’s 
decision to consolidate operations in 
Oldbury, with the factory being de¬ 
molished between 2007 and 2009. 

An application for outline planning 
consent was submitted last month. 

New Square all 
set for fashions 

A POP-UP fashion show is all set to 
bring style to the Black Country. 

The New Square Shopping Centre 
in West Bromwich will host the show 
in a bid to lay out summer trends for 
men, women and children. 

Household names of the fashion 
industry will take part on May 26 - 
including Next, Primark and River 
Island - where models will showcase 
looks picked from the centre’s stores. 
Shows will take place at intervals 
throughout the day at various loca¬ 
tions around the centre with the first 
commencing at 11am. 

Rebuild move at 
recycling plant 

A RECYCLING plant which was par¬ 
tially destroyed by a huge fire has an¬ 
nounced plans to rebuild part of the 
site. Around 80 firefighters battled 
the blaze at Weir Waste transfer sta¬ 
tion on Trinity Street, Oldbury, two 
years ago. 

A waste transfer building was al¬ 
most completely destroyed in the fire. 
Plans have now been lodged by the 
firm for a replacement building at the 
site. Bosses at the company, which has 
continued running since the blaze, 
have worked with the fire service to 
ensure it is satisfied with the plans. 

30 jobs as petrol 
station revamped 

A DERELICT garage in Birmingham 
that had been an eyesore for years has 
been redeveloped as a new petrol sta¬ 
tion. More than 30 jobs have been cre¬ 
ated at the Applegreen petrol station 
on the Stratford Road in Hall Greeny. 

John McLean, a senior associate so¬ 
licitor in Thursfields’ Solicitors, said: 
“We were pleased to be involved on a 
project that drove the regeneration of 
this old, unattractive brownfield site 
on this key A34 route.” 
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Concept 


BLINDS 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 
£799 for V 6” 3* 

Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• All Gold Letters 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


Celebrating 
25 years of service 


i \ 


FACTORY SHOWROOM 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 


For your FREE 
quotation, call us now 


Affordable 

Windows 


GGFJ 




Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com 

www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Never mind 


A-team, it’s 
ay we team 
for burglar 

HAVE you seen the video of the neigh¬ 
bourhood watch group in Walsall that 
sprung into action when a suspected 
burglar was found climbing over a fence? 

In scenes likened to an episode of The 
A-Team, half the estate got involved, us¬ 
ing cars to block every conceivable es¬ 
cape route, while about a dozen residents 
cornered the alleged baddie and held him 
until the Old Bill arrived. 

That’s what you call a close-knit com¬ 
munity, and just the kind you want to live 
in. I love it when a plan comes together. 

What we don’t know yet, is what hap¬ 
pened to the fate of the man. Has he 
been charged? Is he going through the 
courts? What will his sentence be? 

We’ve all seen these police documenta¬ 
ries where after a long chase, vast use of 
manpower, maybe a helicopter and a po¬ 
lice dog or two, chummy is bundled into 
the back of the van. And then a voiceover 
at the end of the programme nonchalant¬ 
ly informs us the hooligan was released 
without charge, given a suspended sen¬ 
tence or a few hours community service. 
Let’s hope that justice is done. 

■ ■ ■ 

JEREMY Clarkson recently revealed 
that in the early days when he was pre¬ 
paring to work on his Grand Tour TV 
show, his boss advertised for a direc¬ 
tor. Applications came from all over the 
world, and for a fortnight a 2ft high pile of 
CVs sat on his desk. 

When it came to drawing up a shortlist, 
the boss took the top seven-eighths of 
the pile, and threw them in the bin. 

“I don’t employ unlucky people,” he 
told his secretary. Really? It’s just that 
he does employ Richard Hammond, who 
seems to have spent most of the past 
decade in hospital after crashing various 
vehicles at high speed. If he’s the lucky 
one, you wouldn’t want to swap places 
with one of the others. 


WHEN Oldbury teaching assistant 
Dawn Paige found her wheelie bin had 
been tampered with, her first thought 
was that children were responsible. How¬ 
ever, when she examined her CCTV, it ap¬ 
peared to suggest something rather more 
disturbing - a big cat, maybe a lioness or 
a leopard. Dudley Zoo keepers appear to 
agree, but insist that all their big cats are 
present and correct, and you would hope 
they know what they’re talking about. 

It does remind me of the old Tommy 
Mundon joke, though. A lion escaped 
from Dudley Zoo, made its way up to Tip- 
ton, but it saw some kids playing in the 
street and ran away scared. 


Will Ferrell ever bring out a movie on Eurovision? 



WITH Peter Rhodes off on his holidays, this 
week, instead, we have snippets from three of 
our writers who dared to try and fill the great 
man’s shoes... 

ALEX ROSS: 

GOOD news! Finally, a review is to be done 
over rail fares in a bid to stop passengers be¬ 
ing ripped off. It will address concerns that 
travellers ‘are being cheated’, according to The 
Times. Cheated is an understatement. Return 
ticket from Wolverhampton to Stockport - 60 
miles - £33. I’m afraid the car keys are still out. 

AND why Stockport? My football team, which 
unleashed another season of pain on me. Alas, 
a summer free... but no, we have a World Cup, 
and England are taking part. Pain is relentless. 

MOVING on, and AA have this week described 
the state of Britain’s roads as a disgrace. It 
claims potholes cost motorists at least £1m a 
month in damages. I’m going to stick my neck 
out here. Yes, our roads do have potholes. 
There are more than 250,000 miles of road in 
this country. Let’s face it, it would be impos¬ 
sible to keep on top of and continually repair/ 
replace every stretch of road impacted. Can’t 
we all just slow down, look at the road ahead 
and take care? 

LEIGH SANDERS: 

WHAT a great day for Wolves fans with that 
promotion parade on Bank Holiday Monday. 
The weather, the numbers on the streets, the 
atmosphere. What did make me laugh was the 


THE BEST OF 

national press arriving and trying to join in the 
party. One colleague pointed out one outlet had 
written about ‘amber and black’ being out in 
force. Didn’t realise Barnet fans were there too. 

NATIONAL news reports on the day of the lo¬ 
cal councils vote annoyed me greatly. One 
commentator announced ‘neither Jeremy Cor- 
byn nor Theresa May really made any gains’. 
But surely this is not the point. National and 
regional/local politics are two completely dif¬ 
ferent beasts and should be treated as such, 
otherwise we will never break the chain of na¬ 
tional political point scoring and tomfoolery and 
actually get local councillors who can achieve 
something. 

POTHOLES. Yes, dreaded potholes. I’ve al¬ 
ready had to fork out £183 in 2018 on two dam¬ 
aged tyres and a buckled wheel thanks to the 
damned things. And reading the letters page in 
this paper I am not the only one. Still, nice to see 
the council has the cash for ‘pop-up gardens’ in 
Wolverhampton though. 

AH, Eurovision. As well as being the eccentric 
escape of a continent from everyday stress it is 
still as much fun now watching the absolutely 
politically neutral voting part, ahem, as it was 


when I was a child. Plus, this year we found out 
Hollywood star Will Ferrell, through his Swed¬ 
ish wife, is a huge fan. He is apparently thinking 
about making a movie on the spectacle. I think 
we can all agree Ron Burgundy competing for 
the Swedes would be a barrel of laughs. 

KEITH HARRISON: 

I’M just back from Trump’s America, where I 
expected to find the place in rack and ruin, 
given what a terrible and beastly President he 
is (copyright all media everywhere). Strange¬ 
ly, the streets were clean, the shops buzzed, 
traffic moved and there were friendly police 
everywhere. I couldn’t find any of those ‘Make 
America Great Again’ hats ... but it seems to be 
doing OK (copyright no media anywhere). 

IN terms of The Donald, I did see quite a few 
middle-aged women in ‘Resist’ T-shirts. ‘Resist’ 
what exactly? Democracy? 

WE were also taken aback by huge digital road¬ 
side billboards advertising the waiting times in 
local hospital A&E departments. The longest 
we saw was nine - yes, NINE - minutes. Worth 
remembering when we lecture other countries 
about our glorious National Health Service. 

IF you’re offended by that (and I know criticism 
of the NHS is verboten) and fancy beating me 
up, bear in mind that 61 Staffordshire A&E pa¬ 
tients waited for 12 HOURS in March. Therefore, 
it could be quicker for me to fly to New York and 
be treated there than in the local hospital I can 
see from my bedroom window. 


TOmNGPOjN^^ 

Sporting 
chance 
needed for 
all tastes 

AN enforced absence from work left me 
at the mercy of daytime television. So 
thank goodness for the radio. 

A head in a book with the radio on was 
how I best chose to spend my recovery 
period. And when I was fit enough to at 
least ‘potter’ about again, the radio was 
once more my ideal companion. 

I was grateful though to sit through 
days of Commonwealth Games cover¬ 
age, which beat any of the drivel that usu¬ 
ally fills our screens during the day. 

While media outlets like to have us be¬ 
lieve that football - the Premier League 
at least - is the be all and end all of the 
sporting world, it was great to see dif¬ 
ferent sports being given extensive cov¬ 
erage. Squash, badminton, swimming, 
gymnastics, even netball. I was en¬ 
grossed in them all. 

The dedication of these athletes, the 
sportsmanship and competitiveness was 
plain for all to see. And these are not 
exclusive sports. They are ones that an¬ 
yone can play or get involved in at little 
cost. Sometimes these sports need to be 
brought to the nation’s attention to realise 
there is a life outside of football, and the 
attitude of the newspapers, radio and tel¬ 
evision that think the public is only inter¬ 
ested in what is going on at Old Trafford, 
Stamford Bridge and the likes. 

And you just know that when it comes 
to awards at the end of the year, some of 
these gold medal winning athletes will be 
overlooked, despite their achievements, 
in favour of some bigger name from a 
more popular pastime. 

The Games, and the Olympics before 
them, have put a number of so-called 
minority sports on the map, but sadly it is 
only on such big occasions when they are 
given a platform. 

Hopefully, when the Games come to 
Birmingham in 2022, The Second City 
can put on as good a show as our Aus¬ 
sie hosts on the Gold Coast did this year. 
Secondly, we can only hope the coverage 
will be just as extensive - on terrestrial TV 
and not truncated by adverts. 

The BBC has lost the rights to many 
top sporting events in recent years, with 
Wimbledon, the Boat Race and the FA 
Cup Final among the few remaining big 
events covered. The Grand National and 
Royal Ascot, FI and Test cricket have 
all fallen by the wayside. Now even Test 
Match Special has been lost. 

Who knows what could happen in the 
next four years, or two when the Olym¬ 
pics come around again. But I’d like to 
be reassured that these so-called minor 
sports will continue to fill valuable airtime. 

MARK SHIPP 


BETTA QUALITY BUILDINGS 


SHEDS * GARAGES « GARDEN ROOMS * LOG CABINS 



Wooden 

Sheds 


HUGE 

RANGE 



Free Laminate Flooring & External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2600 


Delivered & Fitted 

from £274 


Summer 

FREE 


Houses 

FITTING 





Delivered & Fitted 


from £599 



• Old Buildings Removed * Asbestos Disposal * Base Laying Service * 


Show site (open 7 days): 

Tildasley Street,West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Free Quotations * Made to Measure * Lined and Insulated Options * Quality at Competitive Prices * Huge Range 


Visit our website: 


www.bettabuildings.co.uk 

0121 553 4682 toHMMfll 























































Yes, older people deserve what they get 


ARE you young and feeling a bit down? 
You’ve just woken up, felt in the pock¬ 
ets of the trousers you wore last night 
for the Saturday night binge and blow 
me, not a penny left. You open the cur¬ 
tains and see a doddering old pair wob¬ 
bling down the street. Look at ‘em you 
think, off to Asda to stock up and I bet 
next week they’re off for a ‘Turkey and 
Tinsel’ holiday. 

On top of all that, you read your 
Sunday paper and to your chagrin, 
realise that these same old crotchets, 
once they reach the retirement age 
don’t pay National Insurance if they 


continue working and taking the job 
you fancied doing. Typical! 

And later on, no TV licence to pay, 
tearing around for free on the bus, free 
prescriptions, winter fuel allowance 
and on and on. Mind you, they thought 
they’d get their handout at 60/65. 
Serves ‘em right for their debauched 
lifestyle. . 

As the noble Lord said: “If you have 
a 67-year-old working alongside a 
57-year-old doing the same job for the 
same pay, should the 67-year-old take 
home more?” I suppose someone ought 
to point out: “The 67-year-old has prob¬ 


ably been paying NI since he was 14 or 
15 which means he’s certainly paid in a 
hell of a lot more. And as far as you my 
young fella-me-lad is concerned, how 
much tax or NI have you paid so far? 
Err not a lot. Then stop bleating about 
people who have paid their whack. In 
any case, not to worry; some lunatic 
dressed in a straight jacket currently 
locked away in a think-tank paid for by 
us taxpayers reckons you should all get 
10K when you reach the tender age of 
25, so all is well.” 

ALAN M ETHERIDGE 
Dudley 


We baby 
boomers 
had it best 

I AM what the media por¬ 
tray as a baby boomer, born 
in the 40s, had free milk at 
school, along with the lack 
of heating and atrocious 
school dinners, no days off 
for inclement weather, com¬ 
pelled to do P E and other 
wholesome activities in all 
kinds of weather. 

We were allowed to play 
in the streets and local 
fields, digging holes in the 
ground covered with what¬ 
ever material was at hand 
to make a camp, scrounged 
candles for lighting, making 
fire cans out of dried milk 
cans, using old metal poles 
to vault what we always 
called the black brook, be¬ 
cause of the pollution from 
factories along its banks. 

I consider myself fortu¬ 
nate to have been born in a 
time when everyone knew, 
not only their neighbours 
but everyone in the area. No 
one was rich, everyone just 
made the best of what they 
had, worked hard for little 
reward. 

KEITH V JOYCE 

Wednesbury 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


co.uk 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as , 
soon as we can. The Chronicles # 
adhere to the Editors’ Code of I 
Practice, which can be seen at ' 
www.ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the ac¬ 
curacy of a story, write to The 
Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
If we cannot reach a resolution 



contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon¬ 
don, EC4M 7LG 


What if the result 
had been different? 

LET us presume that the vote for Remain was in favour of 
our staying in the European Union. 

Would the voters who wished to leave the EU then have 
been allowed a second vote because it wasn’t what they 
wanted? 

The reaction would have been - “You must agree with 
the number of votes showing the clear wish of the majority 
of the voters to Remain, so you must abide by the demo¬ 
cratic decision of the majority”. 

In the case of the boot being on the other foot, why won’t 
those who will not accept a re-run of the votes in the Ref¬ 
erendum agree to voting again when there was the clear in¬ 
tention by a majority to walk away? Democracy in-action? 

ALAN SHEATH 
Walsall 


No tracing 
of worst ~ 
motorists 

COUNCILLOR Doug James 
is right about the need for 
speed cameras. 

Those who live near main 
roads such as Penn Road 
and Tettenhall Road in Wol¬ 
verhampton know there are 
no realistic speed limits. 

There may be a theoreti¬ 
cal limit of 30mph but this 
bears no resemblance to the 
actual speeds which can be 
up to and beyond 70. 

Cars keeping to the limit 
may be overtaken on the 
wrong side of pedestrian 
refuges and traffic controls 
are routinely flouted, mak¬ 
ing these roads dangerous 
to drivers and pedestrians 
alike. 

In fact, not only do they 
sound like race tracks they 
often are! 

Like so many areas of the 
law, they are useless unless 
enforced and even when 
they are, after a serious or 
fatal accident, the criminal 
justice system meters out a 
pathetic ‘deterrent’. 

MIKE CRUMP 

Wolverhampton 




ft Windows 
Composite Doors 

[ ft Porches 
Patio Doors 
ft Conservatories 
Window & 

Door Repairs 
ft Fascias/ 
Guttering 
Building Work 
ft Misted-up Units 



Established over 20 years 97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

window-warehouse.com windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm 
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KITCHENS 

AND 

BATHROOMS 

HURRY! 

MAY INSTALLATIONS 
STILL AVAILABLE 



interia 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Potters Lane, Wednesbury, Rear Of Mecca Bingo, WslO 7Lh 

0121 505 1132 


www.interiadesigns.co.uk 



5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT, 
SINK, TOILET & SOFT CLOSE 
SEAT, TOILET UNIT 


LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC’S 


27 




SlinJ.6 

VcrticuJ Blind Spcciohst 


, 5 Days h, 

from Factory : 
jtoFitting\s 


| www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available | 


Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom 


All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory 


Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer 
Suitable for any room and environment 

✓ Light control in all situations 

✓ Huge selection of fabrics 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our Factory Showroom: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market 


Don’t be blinded by 
sunlight this summer... 
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INGHAM STREET 




ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 


Take No Longer Than 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Which?') Trusted 
Trader 


zz 2 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f 
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8 Kidnap plot 
accused to 
be extradited 

A POLISH man accused of plotting 
with his brother to kidnap a British 
model in Italy has lost a High Court 
bid to block his extradition. 

Michal Herba, aged 37, who was ar¬ 
rested in Sandwell, is alleged to have 
helped Lukasz Herba, 30, with the 
kidnap of 20-year-old Chloe Ayling in 
July. 

Both men deny wrongdoing and 
Michal Herba challenged his extradi¬ 
tion to Italy, where he faces trial. 

His lawyers argued the European 
arrest warrant issued by the Italian 
authorities was ‘wholly deficient’ be¬ 
cause it did not provide enough infor¬ 
mation about what he was alleged to 
have done. 

But his appeal was dismissed by two 
senior judges, who ruled the warrant 
was ‘adequate’. Italian prosecutors 
say Ms Ayling was lured to Milan 
for a fake photoshoot before being 
drugged, handcuffed and bundled into 
a suitcase during a six-day ordeal. The 
model, from Coulsdon, Surrey, was al¬ 
legedly driven 120 miles to a remote 
farmhouse near Turin and a ransom 
of 300,000 euro was demanded. 

Lukasz was arrested at the British 
consulate in Milan after driving Ms 
Ayling there on July 17. 

Michal was arrested by the Na¬ 
tional Crime Agency in Tividale in 
August and his extradition was or¬ 
dered in September. 

Firms brewing up for 
sales in Co-op stores 

TWO West Midlands breweries will 
have their beer stocked by a major su¬ 
permarket. The Co-op has linked up 
with Birmingham Brewing Company 
and Coventry-based Dhillon’s Brew¬ 
ery to sell a selection of their locally 
brewed real ales in 26 stores across 
the region. Birmingham Brewing 
Company was founded in November 
2016 and Dhillon’s a year earlier. 


Jobless figure falls with a 
record number now in work 


Yvette’s got fundraising figured 



Yvette Price-Mear clocked up more than 720 miles over seven days playing 


A BINGO fan took to the roads for an 
ultimate bingo-a-thon raising funds 
for a charity close to her heart and 
visited two West Midlands clubs along 
the way. Travelling more than 720 
miles over seven days, Yvette Price- 
Mear stopped at selected Mecca clubs 
for a game of bingo and raised more 
than £1,000 in aid of Pet Bereavement 
Support - the charity she founded. 

Being both a bingo and an animal 
lover, Yvette, from Nottinghamshire, 


thought it was the perfect way to com¬ 
bine her two favourite things to help 
raise money and awareness in Na¬ 
tional Pet Month. She is donating her 
winnings to the charity. 

During her tour, she stopped at 
Mecca clubs in Wednesbury and Bil- 
ston, as well as Leicester, Leeds, 
Rotherham, Sheffield and Manches¬ 
ter. Yvette said: “I am so grateful 
for Mecca Bingo’s support with this 
campaign. I have been playing bingo 


bingo to raise money for a pet charity 

at Mecca for 30 years, so I thought tak¬ 
ing my dabbers on tour was the best 
way to help raise money for Pet Be¬ 
reavement Support. As I founded the 
charity 25 years ago, it is very close 
to my heart. All of the Mecca Bingo 
colleagues and customers have been a 
huge help and I am delighted to have 
raised over £1,000 in total.” 

To donate, visit www.chari- 
tychoice.co.uk/pet-bereavement-sup- 
port-group-12745/donate. 


Family pays 
tribute to 
ex-Villa star 


THE NUMBER of people out of work in the West Midlands 
fell again in the three months to March as job creation con¬ 
tinues to surge. 

The unemployment figure for the region was down 14,000 on the 
previous quarter at 139,000 with the fall over the course of a year 
21,000. Employment was up 57,000 to 2.74 million. Nationally the 
number of people in work reached a new record. 

It was up by 197,000 in the quarter 
to 32.3 million, the highest figure since 
records began in 1971, giving a record 
employment rate of 75.6 per cent. 

Unemployment fell by 46,000 to 
1.42 million, giving a jobless rate of 
4.2 per cent, the lowest since 1975, 
according to the Office for National 
Statistics. 

However the numbers claiming 
Jobseeker’s Allowance and other un¬ 
employment benefits rose again last 
month in the West Midlands and na¬ 
tionally. 

The claimant count, which includes 
people on Jobseeker’s Allowance and 
the unemployment element of Uni¬ 
versal Credit, increased by 31,200 
last month to 897,000, the highest for 
more than three years. 

The region’s claimants total was up 
4,180 to 99,795 - 2.8 per cent of the 
working population. 

Wolverhampton saw the biggest in¬ 
crease in the Black Country of 515 to 
7,700 (4.8 per cent) with Dudley see¬ 
ing a rise of 440 to 7,445 (3.9 per cent) 
and Sandwell up 130 to 7,600 (3.8 per 
cent). Only Walsall saw a fall of five to 
5,150 (three per cent). 

Average earnings increased by 2.6 
per cent in the year to March, down 
by 0.2 per cent on the previous month, 
but 0.2 per cent up on a year ago. The 
latest CPI inflation figure is 2.5 per 
cent. 


THE family of former Aston Villa 
footballer Jlloyd Samuel have paid 
tribute to him after his death. 

The 37-year-old, who also played 
for Bolton Wanderers and repre¬ 
sented the Trinidad and Tobago in¬ 
ternational team, was driving a Range 
Rover that was involved in a collision 
with a van in Cheshire at around 
7.55am on Tuesday. In a statement, 
the family said: “Jlloyd was a loving 
son, father, husband and brother. 

“He was also a respected ex-foot¬ 
baller and businessman who played 
for a number of clubs. He was ex¬ 
tremely popular and well-loved by all 
who were fortunate to know him. 

“Jlloyd leaves behind a family in¬ 
cluding a wife and four children who 
are devastated by their sudden loss.” 

The 54-year-old van driver, from 
Chester, was taken to hospital after 
sustaining serious injuries. He re¬ 
mains in a serious condition. 


Brand New to Wolverhampton 


Select 

Bring you ^ Bring you 

Royal Park Trinity Court 


CARE 


Commercial feature 



Specialist Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Home 


A brand new Specialist Mental Health 
Recovery Service 


Short and long-term care placements 
offered in a homely environment 


What our inter-disciplinary team can help with: 

Tracheostomy care and support Budgeting (op.mng.back.ocoun., shopping allowance) 

Daily living Skills (cooking, cleaning, laundry) 


Ventilatory care 
and support 
Daily living skills 

(cooking, cleaning, laundry) 


0 
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Physiotherapy 
programmes 
Cognitive skills 

(organising, memory, 
orientation, sequencing) 



Physical health 

(booking health appointments, 
increasing awareness of your 
physical health, personal 
care, mobility) 

Sourcing employment 

(writing CVs, internet safety, 
applying for jobs) 


Communication 

(turn taking, initiation, expressive 
and receptive) 

Social skills 

(education on social situations, 
increasing confidence, community 
engagement) 


Education 

(access courses, increasing 
awareness of your own 
mental health) 

Realising a person’s 
potential 

(confidence building, 
peer support) 




Cognitive skills 

(organising, memory, 
orientation, sequencing) 

Next steps 

(sourcing appropriate property, 
orientation of local areas, 
setting up tenancies) 


If you would like to arrange a visit to the home or require 

Simon Rolfe - Registered Manager Tel: 01902 352327 

further information, please contact: Registered Manager 

Email: simonrolfe@select-group.co.uk 

Tel: 01902 870349 

Suzanne Kempson - Area Manager 

Email: gaynordingleysmith@select-group.co.uk 

Tel: 07802 323544 Email: suekempson@select-group.co.uk 

Royal Park, Major Street, Wolverhampton, WV2 2BL 

Trinity Court, Kent Road, Wolverhampton WV2 2AY 

Web: www.selecthealthcaregroup.com 


Royal Park 

Royal Park is located on the 
outskirts of Wolverhampton. 

The area allows for good 
transport links, either by road or 
rail, making visiting easier for family 
and friends, but also ensuring 
community therapy programmes are 
participated in on a regular basis. 

The service offers both short and 
long term placements for residents. 
This can mean intensive assessment 
periods for some residents but 
for others, this may mean an 
environment which fully understands 
the longer term needs of people 
with neurological conditions, a brain 
or spiral injury, as well as artificial 
ventilation and tracheostomies. 

On admission, a resident would 
participate in a full assessment of 
need, offering a baseline from each 
of the therapy disciplines. 

Each person is then supported by 
the therapy team to set realistic and 
achievable goals, which all work 
towards the person’s longer term 
objective. 

The catering team provide daily 
menus, catering for personal 
tastes, religious and specific dietary 
requirements. All meals are healthy, 
well balanced and enjoyable. 

At Royal Park, the team offers 
a balance between a clinical but 
homely environment and aims aim 
for everyone to feel welcome and 
equally involved in the running of 
the service. This also includes the 



family, friends or residents, as well 
as external professionals. 

Trinity Court 

Trinity Court is a purpose-built 
service that focuses on the needs 
and recovery of people with 
enduring mental health needs 
at varying times in their recovery 
journey. A spokesman said: “Our 
15-bed service has a unique 
balance of both clinical and non- 
clinical staff. Our therapy lead 
is an experienced Occupational 
Therapist, who alongside our RMN 
Unit Manager, ensures the recovery 
process is instilled in the day to 


day running of the home. Our use 
of Goal Attainment Scaling, WRAP 
and NOHO ensure the correct 
assessment tools are utilised at the 
correct point in a person’s recovery 
process. 

“The service benefits from 
24-hour nurse support, with the 
overall aim of the service being 
to enable individuals to gain as 
much independence as possible, 
with an individual’s potential being 
maximised and goals set at a pace 
that is suitable for the person. 

“We are able to support intense 
short term placements through to 
longer term placements.” 
































ADVERTISEMENT 



Get expert advice from trusted professionals at Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Limited 


Window firm with a wealth of experience 


Investing in new windows and doors or a 
conservatory is a huge commitment, so it 
is vital to get expert advice from trusted 
professionals. 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Limited 
have a wealth of experience and will spend time 
with you, thoroughly discussing your options. 

Offering a 10-year insurance backed 
guarantee, they will never ask for a deposit or 
stage payments - with customers only paying 
after the installation is complete. 

And after they’ve left you to enjoy your new 
purchase, they won’t just walk off into the 


sunset. In the unlikely event of something 
going wrong with your windows, doors or 
conservatory you’ll be fully covered for after 
care with your guarantee. 

The company, which is based in Halesowen, 
can also assist with repairs and maintenance 
problems with your current windows, doors 
and conservatories regardless of who originally 
fitted them. 

These are people who definitely know what 
they’re doing! 

And, if you’re scratching your head for ideas 
on how to fund your new project, they can 


give you some help. A company spokesman 
said: “A Barclays Home Improvement Account 
offers you the ideal way to fund your home 
improvement.” 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd’s 
products are fabricated ‘in house’, utilising 
their own specialist PVCu manufacturing plant. 
The company has over 30 years experience, 
and are a major supplier of quality PVCu 
installations of windows, doors, conservatories, 
porches, orangeries and fascia and soffit 
boards throughout the West Midlands. 

“All installations are fully supervised from 


initial design through to final installation by 
expert Rydale operatives,” added the company 
spokesman. 

The team of expert fitters have a wealth of 
experience and are recommended for their 
polite, courteous and tidy approach. 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd is 
Certass registered and Fair Trades and No 
Rogue Traders Here approved. 

In addition the company is fully compliant with 
Document L Building Regulations. 

“Our approach ensures a consistently high 
level of quality control and also allows our 


customers to achieve considerable savings 
by buying direct,” added their company 
spokesman. 

Their A rated windows, which reduce heat 
loss by more than 20 per cent, are fitted as 
standard and can save over £250 off your 
heating bill in the first year alone. 

At Rydale Windows they take security very 
seriously. “All of our doors and windows are 
fitted with high security multi point locks.” 

For further information contact Rydale 
Windows (Manufacturing) Limited on 0800 917 
6060 or visit www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
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Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


T Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways 
valeting available. 


Available 
to the trade 
on all our 
products 


\£i secuntv l 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you 
will find in the industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how 
than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 


Spring and give RYDALE a ring\ 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JUNE INSTALLATIONS 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 



No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 

Visit one of the largest : 

conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 

Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands i 

Repair S< 
Available 
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10 ADVERTISEMENT 

Make your home warmer, quieter and safer 



Carera Windows has fitted more than half a million quality windows and doors Carera prides itself on offering honest and professional expert advice 


Market leading Stourbridge double glazing 
business Carera Windows has fitted more 
than half a million quality windows and doors 
over the past 28 years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide 
a level of customer service that is second 
to none. More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 
authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 


Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 
using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors, sliding 
patio doors, french double doors and porches. 


Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 


the business across the country. Carera prides 
itself on offering honest and professional expert 
advice, installing 100 per cent high quality 
products, sensible prices and outstanding 
customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 


aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 



,f your getting 
3 quotes make 
sure Carera is 
one of tkemUU 
Call us TODAY 
> 3-384 442490 






rare 




Proud to have worked with 


Top Quality a Kmcv, 

Products At Great Prices 
Yale Locking Systems 
Swish Window & Door Systems 
Payment On Completion 
Full 10 Year Guarantee 
No Deposit Required 

us NOW 


CARERA 


Make the right choice for your new windows, 
conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, 
it has had the same owner since it opened 
in 1989. Call them now for your FREE 
no obligation quotations. Our visit takes 
approximately 20-30 minutes 

Visit our large beautiful 
showroom with all products on 
display for a warm welcome 

WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, 01384 442 490 


Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 


Yale 


FENSA 


Registered Company 































































Stop 'dithering' over 
Midland Met, says MP 



The hole being filled with concrete after it appeared last week in Tipton 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


DON'T DESPAIR, 
WE'LL REPAIR 


A FIVE-foot deep hole has been 
filled with more than 13 tons of con¬ 
crete after it opened up in a Tipton 
street. 

The void, thought to be the rem¬ 
nants of an old canal wharf, opened 
up in the pavement in front of a gar¬ 
den wall in Mamby Street, Tipton 
last Monday. 

Although it started off being the 
size of a fist, council workers real¬ 
ised how deep it was and opened up 
the pavement so they could see the 
extent of the problem. 

After making it safe, investiga¬ 
tions with the Coal Authority re¬ 
vealed it wasn’t associated with any 
old mine workings. 

Sandwell Council highways 


engineers and contractors Hills 
Concrete Ltd filled the hole with 
13-and-a-half tons of concrete last 
Wednesday. 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for highways and environment 
Councillor David Hosell said: “It 
was a bit of a mystery - we were 
told on Monday evening about this 
small hole in the pavement and 
staff secured it with fencing while 
we could take a look at what was 
going on. 

“When holes occur like this, you 
expect it to be old mining works be¬ 
cause of the history of the area, but 
we were told it was probably an old 
canal wharf that used to terminate 
in the area.” 


STOP dithering and start work - 
that is the message from a Black 
Country MP to the Government 
about the stalled Midland Met 
Hospital. 

John Spellar has called for urgent 
action on the £350m hospital in the 
wake of a damning report about con¬ 
struction giant Carillion. 

Bosses at Carillion, which was working 
on the Midland Met site when the firm 
went under, were described as ‘shysters’ in 
the report from MPs last week. 

And Mr Spellar said more needed to be 
done to get work on the hospital up and 
running following Carillion’s collapse. 

The Warley MP urged Ministers to ‘stop 
dithering and start work again’ on the hos¬ 
pital in Smethwick. 

Collapse 

At Cabinet Office Questions last Wednes¬ 
day, Mr Spellar pressed the Government to 
get on with the completion of the hospital. 

Mr Spellar said that since the collapse of 
Carillion he has raised the halt of construc¬ 
tion at the hospital ‘with the Cabinet Office 
several times, with Health Ministers, and 
even twice here in the Chamber with the 
Prime Minister’. 

He also said the scathing Select Commit¬ 
tee Carillion report which criticised bosses 
‘clearly demonstrates the urgent need to 
deal with the late payment culture in the 
construction industry - hitting many sub¬ 
contractors’. 

Directors at the firm were said to be 
‘stuffing their mouths with gold’ at a com¬ 
pany which was ‘a giant an unsustainable 
corporate time bomb’, in the report. 

Mr Spellar said: “Most important and 
pressing for me - four months after the Ca¬ 
rillion collapse - is the ongoing shutdown 
of the Midland Metropolitan Hospital. So, 
when is the Government going to stop dith¬ 
ering and start work again on this?” 


Under new ownership since 
January, Hill Top Phones prides 
itself on customer satisfaction and 
reliable service. 

Conveniently located on Hill Top 
with free and easy car parking. All 
phone repairs are carried out by 
our technicians that have had many 
years experience of repairing mobile 
phones and pride our business on 


keeping up to date with the latest 
technology and problems that occur. 

Every Part 

We stock every part for most 
phones, i-Pads, lap tops and tablets. 
So whether you have a cracked 
screen or a charging problem we can 
usually repair within the hour leaving 
you to carry on with your normal day. 


As well as repairs, Hill Top Phones 
buy and sell a huge range of new 
and used pay as you go phones. 

Accessories 

Also available is a wide selection 
of accessories including batteries, 
chargers and phone covers and 
cases. So make sure Hill Top Phones 
is your first stop for your mobile 
phone needs. 
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HILLTOP 

PHONES 


Walk In ^ 

Repair centre 



Other 


W* Buy & SmU N*w * (/»ed 
Mobile Phonos 
Broken Display LCD 
Software Problem 


HILLTOP 

PHONES 

** Hill Tee wm Brumwktt B70 OHU 

Tel: 0121 502 0004 
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The Cutlery Swan from recycled stainless steel 


‘Woman in the Metal’, Wolverhampton 2015 The impressive ‘Man in the Metal (Bust)’ created by Edward in 2014 


shows his metal 


Edward 


A SCULPTOR will showcase some 
never-before-seen artwork inspired 
by the region’s industrial history at a 
show. 

Edward Cartwright, aged 31, from 
Stourbridge, will bring his self-titled exhi¬ 
bition to The Art Yard in Reddal Hill Road, 
Cradley Heath. 

The show, which runs until Saturday, fea¬ 
tures a range of sculptures in steel and glass - 
two materials central to the region’s industrial 
heritage. 


Edward, who has worked alongside JRR Tolk¬ 
ien’s acclaimed great nephew Tim, who is a lead¬ 
ing sculptor, said: “I am heavily influenced by 
the industrial history of the area in manufactur¬ 
ing, steel and glass and my work explores both 
materials, individually and combined. 

“Growing up in this area I have been attracted 
to industrial processes and materials. 

Carpenter 

He added: “The show features work made 
over the course of the last three years, some of 
which has never been displayed before. 


“It’s a real range of shapes and forms.” 

Edward, who combines sculpting with work 
as a carpenter and metal worker, said: “I’m ex¬ 
cited. It’s a good opportunity to get something 
different out there which has been hidden away 
for the last few years. 

“I’m really looking forward to it and I hope 
people people come along and find something 
interesting.” 

He added: “I haven’t exhibited at The Art 
Yard before, so that is going to be good.” 

For more information on Edward’s work, visit 
www. artby ed war d .co.uk. 



Trumpeter 2 made from wood and brass 


Councillor in 
call to get bid 
back on track 

A NEWLY elected councillor is calling for 
plans for a business improvement district 
in Wednesbury to get back up and running. 

Wednesbury North Labour councillor 
Luke Giles said he was ‘100 per cent’ be¬ 
hind the business improvement district 
(BID) as they need investment in the town 
to attract new businesses. 

Sandwell Council signed off on plans 
which would see businesses in Wednesbury 
pay a monthly fee towards improvements to 
the town centre. 

But Local Government Secretary James 
Brokenshire intervened after some firms 
complained about a ballot over whether the 
scheme would go ahead. 

He ruled that the vote - 54-25 in favour 
of the BID on a 31 per cent turnout - was 
void and must be held again due to irregu¬ 
larities in administration. 

Councillor Giles, who was elected to 
Sandwell Council earlier this month, said: 
“We are definitely going to get it re-done as 
we need investment in the town. 

“I am going to sit down with fellow coun¬ 
cillors and talk about what we can do and 
how we move forward with the town. 

“We need the investment in the town to 
make it more attractive for new businesses 
to come in.” 

Council homes on 
way with scheme 

A TOTAL of 26 new council homes are set 
to arrive at disused land in the Smethwick, 
under new plans. Sandwell Council bosses 
have agreed to the housing scheme on Low¬ 
ry Close and Church Hill Street. 

The plans would see a two-storey build¬ 
ing in Lowry Close demolished and vacant 
land off Church Hill Street used to build 
the two and three-bedroom homes. 

Chiefs will now look to gain funding 
from a Homes England grant, through its 
shared ownership and affordable homes 
programme, to develop the scheme. 



The Tina Turner Musical 


Nobody ever did storming, gyrating rock goddess like Tina Turner, one of the best-selling artists in history, whose rasping 
power vocal, tempestuous personal life and sheer survival instinct were just begging to be turned into a rock opera. 

Well now it has been, in a show written by Olivier award-winning playwright Katori Hall and directed by the internationally 
acclaimed Phyllida Lloyd, and you can see it erupt onto the stage at London's Aldwych Theatre. With coach travel, hotel 
accommodation and free time in London, this isn't just a great deal - it's Simply the Best! 

London Theatre Break 

2 Days By Coach - Matinee 

Departing Saturday 11 Aug 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London hotel with dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ The Tina Turner Musical theatre ticket - Grand Circle (matinee performance) 

✓ Free time in London 


§p$ 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 149 


Also Available c 

2 Days 
By Coach 

Ay only 

£139 


on this package and date 


2 Days 
By Coach 

now only 

£139 



2 Days 
By Coach 

only 

£149 


Omega Holidays cannot be held responsible for the non-appearance of a particular actor/actress; no refunds will be given in this event. Whilst we always try to ensure that parties 
are seated together, very occasionally, it may be necessary for parties to be split. Couples are always seated together. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions 
excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please cal 


or visit online at: 


cal 03300 130 051 Quote OMRT 

omegabreaks.com/RT minutes packages oth 


if #ABTA 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 


In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 


ASA.org.uk 




Advertising Standards Authority 
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THE BIG CARPET 

SALE 

NOW ON 


SAVE 
UP TO 


50 %! 


OFFERS NOT TO BE MISSED! 


MASSIVE CARPET AND 
LAMINATE SALE NOW ON! 

Price Promise Guarantee! 

WE PROMISE WE WILL 
NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE! 



Aimhigh 
Hardwearing 
Berber 
10 COLOURS 

sq/yd 



Pop Art 
Bleach 
Cleanable 
8 COLOURS 


W( 


sq/yd 



Splendid Saxony 
Bleach 
Cleanable 
8 COLOURS 

sq/yd 


Super Soft 
Delight Saxony 
Stain Free * 
8 COLOURS 

sq/yd 



Plush Velvet 
Saxony 
Stain Free 
8 COLOURS 

sq/yd 


Abingdon Stain 
Free Twist 
4&5 Metre Width 
10 COLOURS 

sq/yd 





Egger 
Laminate 
Flooring 
V Groove 


sq/m 


Balterio 
Click Flooring 
NOW ONLY 

sq/m 



100'S OF ROOM 
SIZE REMNANTS 


SAVE UP TO 75% 


Ncf 

carpets 


94 Capehill, Smethwick, West Midlands, B66 4SG 

Tel: 0121 555 5427 


OPENING HOURS 
Mon-Sat: 9.00am - 6:00pm 
Sunday: 11.00am - 4:00pm 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 24, 2018 






REACH 
CUSTOMERS 
ON THE MOVE 



MNA DIGITAL 


Horse 'left for dead' 
after collision with car 



A HORSE was left for dead by 
her owners after it bolted and 
was hit by a car. 

An appeal to trace the owners 
has been launched after the RSP- 
CA claimed the men ‘abandoned 
this horse to die’. 

The family travelling in the 
Volkswagen Golf were uninjured but 
the mare was bleeding profusely due to 
cuts on her chest and front legs. 

Up to 100 traditional horse-drawn 
carriages were paraded through the 
Black Country on Sunday. 

One of the horses bolted as it made 
its way along in Great Bridge Road, 
Moxley, near Oxford Street. She col¬ 
lided head-on with a car and the im¬ 
pact smashed the windscreen. 

RSPCA inspector Vicki Taylor, who 
was on the scene alongside police, said: 
“The horse was lying in the road and 
bleeding where the smashed wind¬ 
screen had cut into her front and legs. 

“This was a shocking sight and she 
was clearly suffering. 

Abandoned 

“Thankfully the family who were in 
the car were uninjured but their vehi¬ 
cle was badly damaged. 

“Witnesses provided photos of the 
owners taking off the trap and leaving 
the horse in the road. It must have 
been a shock to be involved in an ac¬ 
cident like this but the owners essen¬ 
tially abandoned this horse to die. 

“As they left, the two men were pic¬ 
tured trying to hide their faces. 

“We are now appealing for anyone 
who may recognise the horse, or the 
men in the images, to contact us in 
strictest confidence on the inspector¬ 
ate appeal line on 0300 123 8018.” 

The seven-year-old mare was also 
underweight but is now recovering 
in RSPCA care. Ms Taylor added: 


“Thankfully there are no obvious bro¬ 
ken bones and the equine vet is posi¬ 
tive she will recover despite the open 
wounds.” 

The number of horses rescued by 
the RSPCA has reached a four-year 
high, as the horse crisis continues to 
have devastating consequences. 

The charity’s new cruelty statistics 
reveal that nearly 1,000 horses were 


rescued by the charity from cruelty, 
suffering and neglect last year, and a 
staggering 928 horses are currently in 
the charity’s care. 

The national horse crisis, which 
charities first highlighted in 2012, has 
since seen RSPCA officers called out to 
neglected and abandoned horses every 
day in England and Wales, with many 
of the animals extremely sick or dying. 




Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 

10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 

EDWARDIAN 

CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 

Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 

French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 























































Jamieson airs his fears over gangs 
and children kicked out of school 


THE West Midlands police and crime com¬ 
missioner has warned that children who 
have been kicked out of school are contrib¬ 
uting to an explosion in gang violence. 

David Jamieson said it was vital that 
alternatives were found for unruly pupils, 
who he said some schools were excluding as 
a result of poor Ofsted reports. 

It came following a week of violence that 
saw 24-year-old Abdul Rahman Abubaker 
gunned down at a barbecue, and 16-year-old 
Ozell Pemberton stabbed to death in sepa¬ 
rate incidents in Birmingham. 

Mr Jamieson warned that policing alone 
will not solve the ‘dreadful’ scourge of knife 
and gun crime, insisting: “We can’t arrest 
our way out of this problem.” 

Speaking in Oldbury, where he unveiled 


the region’s 15th knife bin, Mr Jamieson 
said he had raised the issue of pupil exclu¬ 
sions with schools, the Government and 
Ofsted. He said youngsters removed from 
school could ‘find themselves on the street 
and become part of street gang violence’. 

“That’s very worrying,” the PCC said. 
“It’s a small minority, but actually a mi¬ 
nority that’s making a huge impact on our 
society.” 

Mr Jamieson added: “There’s a perverse 
incentive, unfortunately, for schools to un¬ 
load some of their difficult youngsters be¬ 
cause of all the Ofsted reports - and we’ve 
spoken to Ofsted as well about this. 

“We’ve got to look at what those alterna¬ 
tives are for those people and how we keep 
them in their schools and education.” Mr 


Jamieson, who launched a Commission on 
Gangs and Violence two-and-a-half years 
ago, said there were a ‘raft’ of issues that 
need addressing. 

He conceded: “We’ve got to be doing a lot 
more than we are now,” and added: “We’ve 
actually got to look at why it is happening, 
why some young boys, why some young men 
are actually picking up knives and attacking 
each other.” 

Latest figures showed West Midlands Po¬ 
lice’s force area had more than double the 
national average of gun crimes between 
2015 and 2016, with 19 offences per 100,000 
residents. In the Metropolitan Police area, 
it was 18 per 100,000 over the same period, 
and in the Greater Manchester Police area 
the figure was 16. 



David Jamieson with Councillor Carol Goult and Pc Keith Tedds at the opening of the knife bin in Oldbury 


Region may 
get involved 
as venues 
for Games 

THE Black Country could play host to more 
sports at the 2022 Commonwealth Games. 
Beach volleyball and archery have been sug¬ 
gested as possibilities for the region when 
the competition arrives in four years’ time. 

Most of the events will be centred around the host city 
Birmingham, but some will be staged further afield includ¬ 
ing swimming and diving, which will be held at a newly 


built aquatics centre in 
Smethwick. 

Cycling events could also 
be held at Cannock Chase. 

A report on the Games 
from the Black Country 
Local Enterprise Partner¬ 
ship (LEP) has now revealed 
beach volleyball and archery 
could be brought to the 
Black Country if it is con¬ 
firmed they will be among 
sports at the competition. 

It will be seen as a boost 
by politicians who have been 
keen to expand the Black 
Country’s role in the Bir¬ 
mingham Games. 

The report said: “There 
is further potential for ad¬ 
ditional events e.g. beach 
volleyball and archery that 
will form part of the final 
festival programme initial 
discussions have been held 
with Local Government 
Partners to ascertain the 
potential for hosting either 
of these events if included in 
the final programme.” 

The LEP also plans to 
establish a Black Country 


By Richard Guttridge 

Commonwealth Games 
Steering Group which would 
aim to ‘maximise the benefit 
and ensure there is a lasting 
legacy’ for the region. 

Meanwhile, the leader 
of Sandwell Council Steve 
Eling has said work on the 
aquatics centre in Smeth¬ 
wick is likely to begin early 
next year, on playing fields 
on Londonderry Lane and 
serve the area as a leisure 
centre after the Games. 

Councillor Eling said: 
“Work will need to start 
early next year. 

“There is still an amount 
to be done on the funding 
package but that is part of 
the overall Commonwealth 
Games funding package. 

“Given the aquatics cen¬ 
tre needs to be completed 
by 2021, and it is a two-year 
build, it needs to be getting 
under way early 2019 to be 
ready some time in 2021.” 


Trust boss backs 
fostering initiative 

THE chief executive of a new children’s trust is backing 
the Fostering Network’s Foster Care Fortnight. 

Frances Craven, who is chief executive of Sandwell 
Children’s Trust, spoke at a meeting with foster carers 
in Tipton about how fostering in the trust is changing. 

She said they need to open and honest - and learn 
from the past - while they create a children’s service 
in Sandwell that will become an example for others to 
follow. She said: “We are changing and the only way we 
can do that is by taking an honest look at ourselves and 
deciding what we want to continue with and what needs 
to change. 

“Standing still is not an option. I want Sandwell to 
become a leading example of how to help people to be¬ 
come the best that they can be. We already have some 
brilliant carers, who are passionate about what they do. 
What we need to do is put measures in place to give them 
the support they need as they do such an important job.” 

Ms Craven added: “The Fostering Network’s Foster 
Care Fortnight, is a brilliant campaign and I hope that 
everyone is supporting it.” 



Re-fresh your Kitchen />i our 

SUPER SUNNER 



i- 


UP TO 30% OFF 


Offer available for all fully installed 
Smiley Kitchen makeovers 


Rpfore the unique 

sJsTmcnensma^e, 


Our SUPER SUMNER SALE is here, so you can give your existing 
kitchen a fresh new Smiley makeover at a fraction of the cost. 




months 

INTEREST 

rREE subject 

TO STATUS 




* No need to empty cupboards • No mess, no fuss 
» Most kitchens completed in just one day 

* Laminate, Solid Wood or Painted Doors 

* All doors made to measure • FREE design service 

* Call for a FREE quotation 


FREE SURVEY S 
FREE DESIGN ✓ 
FREE QUOTE ✓ 
FULLY FITTED / 
NATIONWIDE ✓ 



a. j 

ASK ABOUT QUICK-TOPS... 

Why replace your worktops when this unique quartz 
overlay simply fits over your existing surface. 

Just look at these amazing benefits: 




HYGIENIC - an almost perfectly smooth surface leaves nowhere for germs to hide. 

EASY TO CARE FOR - a quick wipe with a neutral cleaner is all you need. 




I Quick-Tops I 

By Smiley Kitchens I 


DURABLE - scratch resistant and tough enough to withstand everyday knocks and scratches. 
TIMELESS - there is something about stone that means it never goes out of fashion. 

EASILY INSTALLED - in less than a day with no mess. 



Kitchen Transformations 




0121 285 2157- 

www.smileykitchens.com 

Lines Open: Mon - Sat 9.00am till 6.00pm • Sun 10.00am till 4.00pm 

Over 30 years experience. Family run business 
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“Capturing 
the Art of 
friendship 
falling apart 

REVIEWS 


By Diane Davies 


Art, Birmingham Hippodrome 

WITHIN 30 seconds of the curtain rising 
the audience were tittering, quickly they 
were laughing and soon guffawing. 

The laughter simply never stopped. It’s 
quite shocking that the writer behind this 
comedy masterpiece, French writer Yas- 
mina Reza, actually believed she had writ¬ 
ten a tragedy. But Art is an example of that 
wonderful satire which has the audience 
thinking while they 
are laughing. 

Each and every 
line in this hilari¬ 
ous script is sheer 
genius and worthy 
of every award it 
has won. Key to the 
play is the delivery 
by the three char¬ 
acters at the cen¬ 
tre of the love-hate 
friendship triangle. 

With three vet¬ 
erans of stage and 
screen - Nigel Havers, Denis Lawson and 
Stephen Tompkinson - in the roles, the re¬ 
sult is dynamite. 

Hold onto your hats because you are 
going to laugh your heads off.Masters 
of their art, this trinity of talent can ex¬ 
tract hoots of laughter without even say¬ 
ing a word. Their facial expressions, their 
body language and physical reactions plus 
Reza’s wonderful words combine for a pro¬ 
duction of pure gold. 

The story begins with Serge (Nigel Hav¬ 
ers) buying a £200,000 piece of modern art 
which is essentially a white canvas - with 
white diagonal lines - much to the dis¬ 
gust of his more conservative friend Marc 
(Denis Lawson). 

Smouldering resentments of old rise to 
the surface as the dispute over the painting 
escalates out of control with their pal Yvan 
(Stephen Tompkinson) finding himself in 
the middle playing peacemaker and ulti¬ 
mately upsetting everyone. 

Havers returns to the role he played 18 
years ago on the previous Art tour and is 
well cast as the well-to-do, slightly preten¬ 
tious ‘modern man’. Lawson is excellent 
as the straight-talking, conventional and 
somewhat angry man Marc. 

But Tompkinson steals the show in the 
delightful role of Yvan and quite rightly re¬ 
ceives spontaneous applause for his rapid, 
ranting recount of his latest domestic cri¬ 
sis. Brilliant writing and three fantastic 
actors - what’s not to love about this in¬ 
credible Art form? 

Runs at the Hippodrome until Saturday. 

Warning on 
dangers of 
laser attacks 

POLICE are warning people on the danger 
of laser attacks on planes landing at Bir¬ 
mingham Airport. 

West Midlands Police said there has been 
a number of laser attacks over the last few 
days on flights landing between 9pm and 
midnight. They said the attacks can be “ex¬ 
tremely dangerous” and a pilot’s momen¬ 
tary loss of control can be “crucial”. 

Officers believe they are coming from the 
Sheldon and Yardley areas of Birmingham 
and are appealing for anyone with informa¬ 
tion to get in touch. A spokesman for the 
force said: “Laser pen attacks are serious 
and will be investigated fully as they are 
very dangerous. A number of offences have 
also been committed. 

“If the offenders are located and prose¬ 
cuted they can end up with a hefty prison 
sentence. These attacks are disorientating 
for the pilot making it impossible for them 
to focus on the instrumental panel. 

“This is extremely dangerous as even a 
momentary loss of control can be crucial.” 

Anyone with information about the inci¬ 
dents can call West Midlands Police on 101, 
quoting incident reference number 2999 of 
May 20. Alternatively, people can contact 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111. 



Dennis Lawson, Ste¬ 
phen Tompkinson 
and Nigel Havers 


It’s Wild West Midlands as value of antique 
firearm shoots up to £150,000 at museum 



Expert Bill Harriman, left, with the pistol 


A VINTAGE gun was given an eye-watering 
£150,000 valuation when the Antiques Road¬ 
show visited the Black Country. 

The pistol, which was made by American in¬ 
ventor Sam Colt in Paterson, New Jersey, was 
purchased for just £150 by its owner 40 years 
ago. However, in the latest episode of the BBC 
show antiques expert Bill Harriman estimated 
the revolver to now be worth around £150,000. 
The programme was filmed at the Black Coun¬ 
try Living Museum and aired on Sunday. 

The ‘iconic’ revolver, which is believed to 
have been made in 1837, was described by Mr 
Harriman as ‘the most important firearm I’ve 
ever seen on the Roadshow in 31 years’. 


Report by Steven Jones 


He joked it was more suited ‘to the Wild 
West than the West Midlands’. The design for 
the five-shot revolver - one of the first to fire 
multiple bullets - was patented in 1836 and 
production was estimated to have begun a year 
later. Mr Harriman estimated that this particu¬ 
lar model was one of the first in the series to be 
made when production started. He said: “It’s 
one of the most iconic firearms ever. 

“It’s one of the most important ever made in 
the development and the history of firearms.” 

The show was filmed at the museum in June. 


Producers captured enough footage on the 
day to make two episodes, with the first one air¬ 
ing in April. Mr Harriman continued: “I think 
that this was the death knell of the Native 
Americans. They just could not deal with troops 
sent against them who had so much fire power. 

He added: “When they were faced with that 
relentless volley of lead they stood no chance.” 

A spokesperson for the museum said: “It was 
a really good day and atmosphere. The weather 
was fantastic. A lot of people the came had 
never been here before, so for us it was a really 
good way to boost awareness of the museum.” 

More than 2,000 people attended the road¬ 
show when it visited the museum last year. 


More than 700 go Round 
the Wrekin with rider Hugh 


Report by David Banner 


HUNDREDS got into the sad¬ 
dle as a popular cycling event 
set off from Kingswinford into 
the Shropshire countryside and 
raised money for Compton Care. 

Organisers say it looks likely to bet¬ 
ter last year’s total of £28,000. Black 
Country cycling legend Hugh Porter 
MBE and Dudley North MP Ian Aus¬ 
tin were among those tackling various 
routes in the Banks’s Round the Wre¬ 
kin sportive. 

It saw around 700 cyclists set off from 
Kingswinford Rugby Club on Sunday in 
the popular event, now in its third year, 
which features rides of varying difficulty. 

The toughest task was the 101-mile 
‘epic’ race, while there were also 64-mile 
and 24-mile rides. 

Cyclists were handed medals on complet¬ 
ing the challenge, which attracted mem¬ 
bers of many local cycle clubs, including 
Stourbridge and Halesowen. 

Camaraderie 

Wolverhampton’s Hugh Porter, who won 
Commonwealth Gold in 1966, took part as 
a Compton Hospice patron. 

Veteran Hugh, who is also a patron of 
Halesowen Cycling Club, has supported 
every Round the Wrekin Sportive since it 
began 

Mr Porter, aged 78, four-times world 
pursuit champion, took part in the 24- 
miler which is named in his honour. 

He said he was hopeful of beating last 
year’s fundraising total of £28,000, which 
featured a major contingent of pensioner 
pedal pushers. 

He said: “It was a great day, there was 
massive camaraderie and everyone was in 
good spirits. 

“The weather was sensational and we 
had 700 take part. 

“I’m really pleased with the support I 
really enjoyed it. It’s great to be involved 
with raising money for such a fantastic 
charity.” 

More than £75,000 has now been raised 
for the hospice through the event since its 
launch three years ago. 

Labour MP for Dudley North Mr Austin, 
who is a member of Stourbridge Cycling 
Club, took on the 64-mile route. 

Event sponsor Banks’s will help to boost 
the fundraising total. 



MP Ian Austin who took on the 64-mile route in the Round the Wrekin event 


Riders on their way in the sunshine on Sunday 


Having a ball with the Globetrotters at Brum 



Fun - Harlem Globetrotters 


THE world famous Harlem Globe¬ 
trotters wowed thousands of fans in 
Birmingham with their infectious 
humour, skill and awe-inspiring ath¬ 
leticism. 

The basketball team,which has 
been dazzling spectators since their 
inception in the 1920s, appeared at 
the Genting Arena at the weekend. 

The exhibition team showed off 
their skills and smashed home some 
slam dunks during their world tour 
stop off in the second city - and fans 


were not disappointed. Taking to 
Twitter, one wrote: “Since I was five 
to six years old I’ve wanted to see the 
Harlem Globetrotters. Well now I’ve 
done it and wasn’t disappointed - ab¬ 
solutely brilliant.” 

Students from Etching Hill Pri¬ 
mary in Staffordshire were also 
thrilled at the Globetrotters’ perfor¬ 
mance - with a spokesperson describ¬ 
ing the event as having a ‘fantastic 
atmosphere’. 

The team are known for combin¬ 


ing athleticism, theatre and comedy 
- and have played more than 26,000 
exhibition games in 122 countries 
and territories. 

Their signature song is Brother 
Bones’s whistled version of ‘Sweet 
Georgia Brown’. 

Staying true to their name the 
team plays over 450 live events 
worldwide each year and over the last 
90 years has seen its family entertain¬ 
ment showcased in 122 countries and 
territories across six continents. 


Housing plan moves forward at industrial estate site 


WORK on hundreds of new homes to transform 
a former industrial estate will start later this 
year - with crucial funding set to be secured. 
Around 350 homes will be built at Woods Lane, 
Cradley Heath, near the town’s train station. 

Part of the site has already been cleared but 
extra funding is needed to bulldoze remaining 
factory units and allow the ambitious scheme 
to be completed. 

The masterplan to transform the industrial 


area into a housing estate was first revealed 
two years ago. 

The Black Country Local Enterprise Part¬ 
nership (LEP) has signalled it is ready to award 
£300,000 of extra funding to allow a stamping 
press unit to be demolished. 

The award of the extra funds will accelerate 
the demolition process and ensure it will com¬ 
pleted by September, paving the way for work 
on the homes to begin. 


The LEP was advised to approve the extra 
funding at a meeting last Monday. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling said 
the development was a ‘complicated’ scheme, 
which would take time to deliver. 

He said: “It involves the clearance of redun¬ 
dant industrial buildings that have been there 
for decades and the land reclamation required 
before we can get the house building under 
way. 


“Some industrial premises have been cleared 
but there is still more to do. It is extremely im¬ 
portant in getting the whole development kick- 
started. It will be a big plus for Cradley Heath 
to have that dereliction cleared and positive for 
the whole area.” 

LEP members are eager for the project to get 
off the ground but have warned they are un¬ 
willing to award any more funding towards it 
following the latest donation. 







































Passion 
for Pasha 
is Strictly 
sensational 

The Magic of Hollywood, 

Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre 

STRICTLY Come Dancing 
regular Pasha Kovalev and 
his professional dance part¬ 
ner Anya Garnis brought a 
touch of Hollywood glitter 
and glamour to the Grand 
in an entertaining two-hour 
show on Sunday evening. 

The set up, about Pasha’s 
dream of Hollywood, was 
a little corny but a perfect 
excuse for some dazzling 
dance routines. These in¬ 
cluded the Russian ballroom 
dancer’s own take on the 
classic Gene Kelly Singin’ 
In The Rain number. 

Forty youngsters from 
Wolverhampton’s Linzi G 
School of Dance contributed 
two well-drilled high-en¬ 
ergy routines and will long 
remember Pasha and Anya 
joining them on stage. 

Singer Britt Lending put 
in a powerful performance, 
and Pasha and Anya were 
also joined by a team of four 
excellent dancers. High¬ 
lights included a Charleston 
danced to an electro-swing 
version of Puttin’ On The 
Ritz and a tango to a Latin 
version of Roxanne that saw 
Slavic beauty Anya take the 
starring role. 

But the show stopping 
moments came when Pasha 
invited three ladies from 
the audience to join him for 
some routines. Besotted fan 
Wendy took full advantage 
during You Can Leave Your 
Hat On. Pasha probably still 
has the bruises from being 
squeezed so much. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 



Sarah Earnshaw (Betty) and Joe Pasquale (Frank) in Some Mothers Do Ave Em 


Lets be Frank-Pasquale 
his own man as Spencer 


Some Mothers Do Ave Em, 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 

LET’S be honest, when looking to cast this 
stage adaptation of an iconic comedy show, 
Joe Pasquale would probably top the list as 
the hapless Frank Spencer. 

After all, who else like Pasquale can play 
up to that disaster-prone, madcap persona? 

He certainly looked the part while dressed 
in tanktop and trademark beret, but he 
pretty much played himself, without hav¬ 
ing to resort to the mannerisms adopted by 
Michael Crawford in the original TV series. 

Sure, he played the role well and there 
were good lines, such as: “I saw you in pro¬ 
fiterole vision.” But the squeaky-voiced 
comic did not have it all his own way when 
it came to the laughs. 

While chaos and confusion reigned and 
there was slapstick fun, DIY disasters, bro¬ 
ken furniture and innuendo, the plot at 
times, was for me too daft to laugh at. 


THEATRE REVIEWS 



Susie Blake, as Frank’s mother in law, 
matched Pasquale for laughs, particularly 
her portrayal as a drunk, complete with 
spectacular fall from the landing into the 
Wendy house used to keep Frank’s chicken. 

Pasquale (Frank’s) own slide down the 
stairs when the banister broke showed he 
could do his own stunts like Crawford years 
before him, though not quite so dangerous. 

The sets and the effects, were delightful, 
from the doorbell, to the flickering lights, 
the fire in the kitchen and the record player. 

Sarah Earnshaw played no small part 
as Frank’s long-suffering wife Betty, with 
Moray Treadwell, Chris Kiely David Shaw- 
Parker making up the cast. 

MARK SHIPP 




From Sept 2018 we will be able to offer funded 
nursery places for 3 year olds (subject to availability) 

>/ Happy, safe & stimulating environment 
V Great preparation for early years learning 

Children learn and develop through play based and structured learning 
>2 Wide range of activities and experiences 


For more information on how to register your child call the school 
office on 0121 429 4609 www.st-gregorys.sandwell.sch.uk 





Plastic White 
Toilet Seat 


Plastic Garden Table 



With 4 Chairs With 6 Chairs 

(1 OOcm X 70cm) colours 0 40cm x 90cm) 

£34.99 AVAILABLE £49.99 

JBfc£593!T ® 



BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE : New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL | BILSTON WOLVERHAMPTON : Loxdale St, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 


Bank Holiday 0930-1800 Mon-Wed 9.30am - 6pm • Thurs 9.30 - 8pm • Fri & Sat 9.30am - 6pm • Sun 11am - 5pm (Birmingham) • Sun 10am - 4pm (Biiston) 

0800 00 92 555 www.latifs.co.uk LatifsUK 

No Membership Required. Open To The Public. All Prices Include VAT. Free parking for customers, whilst shopping in store. 

*Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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A shot of the pub dating back to the 50s/60s. From Wolverhampton Archives a 1950s/60s view From Wolverhampton Archives Elephant & Castle, circa 50s/60s. Courtesy Wolverhampton Archives 

Think call hr memories 
Elephant & Castle 


The elephant once on the side of the building. From E&S 


Intricate glass windows. Courtesy Wolverhampton Archives 


MUSEUM bosses have asked 
people to share their mem¬ 
ories of an historic Black 
Country pub, which they plan 
to recreate. 

Bosses at the Black Country Living 
Museum want people to come forward 
with stories about the Elephant & Cas¬ 
tle from before 1969. 

The pub stood for decades on the 
corner of Stafford Street and Cannock 
Road in Wolverhampton. 

Treasured 

As part of its Forging Ahead project, 
the Tipton Road attraction will recre¬ 
ate this once-treasured watering hole 
in a 1940s to 60s town centre. 

The Elephant & Castle was built in 
1905 and five years later became part 
of the Banks’s estate. Typical of its 
era, it had a public bar for the working 


MEMORY LANE 


class and for the middle class it had a 
separate smoking room with slightly 
higher prices. It was unexpectedly de¬ 
molished in 2001 just before it could be 
considered to be listed. 

A museum statement said: “The 
pub’s clientele was known to be di¬ 
verse, with Wolverhampton being 
home to many thousands of Irish im¬ 
migrants during the 19th century. 

“After the Second World War, both 
the Irish and Commonwealth citizens 
from India, Pakistan and the Carib¬ 
bean could be found enjoying a drink 
in the Elephant & Castle. 

“Little is currently known about 
The Elephant & Castle’s licensees 
in the post-war period. The museum 
believe that a Sydney Jones was in 


charge in the 1940s, and Doris May 
Davies in the 1960s. 

“Do you have any personal stories 
about the pub? The museum is espe¬ 
cially interested in hearing about any 
memories prior to 1969. Did you or 
your family and friends drink there? 
Play dominoes there? Did you ever 
hear any stories about the pub? All 
information is useful, so please get in 
touch by emailing collections@bclm. 
com or call 0121 557 9643.” 

If plans lodged for the Forging 
Ahead scheme are approved they 
would see the museum expand by a 
third. Upon completion,it aims to wel¬ 
come 500,000 visitors a year - up from 
the current 300,000 - as well as bring¬ 
ing extra jobs and apprenticeships for 
local people. 

Among the buildings which will be 
saved and relocated is the 1940s Gas 
Showroom from West Bromwich High 
Street. 


A glazed ceramic brick from the museum’s collection 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 
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Slug be Gone 

Was £3.49 



Ronseal 

Fence Life G row 

l2ltr Pm. Crass 
Seed 


Johnsons Dulux i.sitr 

SlOW Satinwood £8.00 


1ft 5 " ^ 

llftr Dulux 

2.Sltr Gloss & 

- -wsimk 
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Various Flowers 
& Vegetable Plants 

. v-»a» 

/ 


Dulux 

2.5ltr 
Quick 
Dry Gloss 



270 Londonderry Lane, Smethwick 
B67 7EW 0121 565 2732 



GMNSEIXS skip 
hire ltd 




^^d corners A 

.AH sues of Stops ^ Transport .% 

Ke-cydedProdoc^ 


Tel: 0121 555 6060 
Fax: 0121 555 7332 

Yard C, Parkrose Ind. Estate, 
Middlemore Road B66 2DZ 

Email: grinsellskiphire @btconnect.com 
Web: www.grinsellsldphire.co.uk 



• 

MobilityExfra 

SALES | HIRE | SERVICE 

• Mobility Scooters 

• Walking Aids 

• Wheelchairs 

• Bathing Accessories 

• Stairlifts 

• Back Supports 

• Rise Recliner Chairs 

• Arthritic Supports 

• Incontinence Products 

• Power Chairs 

• Daily Living Aids 

• Beds & Much More 






Visit: MobilityExtra.com 
Call Now: 0121 320 2047 

432 Bearwood Road, Birmingham B66 4EY 
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Tel: 0121 520 4200 • Mob: 07756 57 80 28 FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 



Kings Court Trading Estate, Sedgley Road East, Tipton DY4 8XA T: 0121 520 4200 


k ! 


Are you Anxious 
and Stressed Out? 

Would you love to be more calm, 
relaxed and in control? 

Stress solutions with Tracy Mason Hypnotherapist/ 
Mindfulness Teacher with 
19ys experience. 

Tracy can work with you one to 
one and in small groups from her 
comfortable therapy room 
Some sessions are also available 
from the comfort of your own 
home via telephone/Skype. 

Group sessions £10 
Help for panic attacks, stress, 
phobias, confidence, exam nerves, 

weight issues, depression and more. 

Call Tracy on 0121 5320075 I 

www.hypnotistbirmingham.co.uk \A 




HOME MACHINERY 
SERVICES 

Lawn Mower Repairs 
Suilding Equipment Repairs 
Drive Cleaning 


W/eeCnWka? 

• EQJQSMtanfis 


Rear of 64 High Street { West Bromwich j West Midlands, B70 6JT 

Phone : 0121-553-0666 

www.westtimberandsteel.co.uk 






CARPETS, BEDS, BLINDS, SOFAS 
ALL AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

OPENING TIMES 
Mon - Fri 9.30 - 5pm, Sat 9.30 - 4pm 
215 WALSALL RD, STONE CROSS B713HS 
01215885904 • homecomfortsx@hotmail.com 


Public Trips 
Every Day from 
Easter to October 


Run on weekends October to Easter 


NO public trips during December 
Leaving Regularly from 11.30am 1.00pm 2.30pm & 4.00pm 
Cruise Birmingham’s Historic Waterways with added Commentary 

All boats are centrally heated and equipped with bar and toilets. 
Our boats are always available for private charter, 
parties, corporate entertaining, celebrations, 
wedding receptions and school parties. 


'teases 




Specialise in 

■ Cakes for all occasions ihclu4<tvj BirtMay 
Cakes; WedditV) Cakes 

• Baty Slower Cakes 

• Waffles 

• Stick Waffles 

• Crepe Cones 

• Chocolate Fountain 

• Ice-creatnS 

• Milk Shakes 

• Coffee Machine 

• Slusk Wackine 

• Samosas 

• Pakoras 

• Ckole fcuicta 


■3# 


home mm 

I COMFORTS 


All Your Catering Needs Under One Roof 


352 Londonderry Road, Oldbury B68 9NB 

0121 544 9280 
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Hair stylist reveals Duchess was 
'calm and chatty' before wedding 

THE Duchess of Sussex was a calm and She was very happy. It was a beautiful the wedding, describing Meghan as 
chatty bride with no signs of nerves on morning, just the perfect morning to “thrilled” and Harry as “fantastic”, 
her wedding morning, according to get married.” Asked if she had shown He said: “She was thrilled, yeah she 
her hair stylist. Serge Normant said it any signs of nerves, the Paris-born was very happy.” On Harry, he added: 
was “dreamy” to work with Meghan, hairdresser said: “No, I don’t think so, “He’s Prince Harry, he’s fantastic.” 
creating a bun that was “messy in a she was just very happy, very happy, The Queen was seen being driven 
controlled way”. very excited.” back to Windsor Castle soon after the 

Describing her demeanour on Satur- Mr Normant, who flew from his morning service at the Royal Chapel of 
day morning, he said: “She was calm, New York base especially to style All Saints in Windsor Great Park had 
yeah. Chatty, absolutely. We were defi- Meghan’s hair, said he had spoken finished. As a few Windsor Farm shop 
nitely having exchanges, yeah for sure, with the newly-married couple after regulars watched on. 

Meghan dons 
Diana’s ring 



Harry gave his wife a poignant gift - an emerald-cut aquamarine ring that belonged to his mother, Diana 


IT was a touching gesture that showed 
Harry’s mother was never far from his 
thoughts. 

The new Duke of Sussex gave his 
wife a poignant wedding-day gift - an 
emerald-cut aquamarine ring that be¬ 
longed to Diana, Princess of Wales. 

The ring was designed and made in 
1997 by Asprey. 

Princess Diana was pictured wear¬ 
ing the ring at a private viewing of 
the Christie’s auction of her dresses 
in 1997. Unlike Meghan, who wears it 
alone, Diana wore it with a diamond 


Report by David Banner 

newsdesk@expressandstar.co. uk 

eternity band. She was also pictured 
wearing it with a matching bracelet 
during a visit to Sydney in 1996. 

The bracelet features a larger em¬ 
erald-cut aquamarine, clasped be¬ 
tween six rows of pearls. 

The gift was another way for the 
Duke to involve his mother in the 
couple’s celebrations. 

Ms Markle’s engagement ring fea¬ 
tures two diamonds taken from jew¬ 
ellery that belonged to Diana. They 


flank the central stone, which was 
sourced from Botswana. 

The Prince designed the engage¬ 
ment ring himself and had it made by 
court jeweller Cleave and Company. 

When the couple got engaged, he 
said incorporating Diana’s diamonds 
was his way to make sure “she’s with 
us on this crazy journey”. 

Ms Markle’s wedding gown was 
quite unlike the voluminous puff¬ 
sleeved style worn by Diana. But the 
Duchess’ evening dress drew compar¬ 
isons to the late Princess. 


Charles' 70th birthday celebrations 
is first event for Royal newlyweds 


IT was back to business for the Roy¬ 
al Family this week. The official royal 
Twitter account released a statement, 
saying: “Thank you to everyone who 
came to Windsor and those who fol¬ 
lowed from around the UK, the Com¬ 
monwealth, and the world today. 

“Congratulations once again to the 
newly-married Duke and Duchess 
of Sussex. #royalwedding.” The cel¬ 
ebrations culminated in a black-tie 


wedding dinner staged at Frogmore 
House and hosted by Charles for 200 
of the couple’s closest friends and 
family. But Meghan has spoken of her 
desire to “hit the ground running” as 
she becomes a royal and there will be 
no immediate honeymoon. 

On Tuesday, the couple joined 
Charles and Camilla on the lawns of 
Buckingham Palace for a Prince of 
Wales 70th Birthday Patronage Cel¬ 


ebration. The outdoor event marks 
the heir to the throne’s milestone 
birthday, which falls in November, by 
recognising Charles’ patronages and 
military affiliations as well as others 
involved in charities supported by the 
royal. 

Now the Duke and Duchess of Sus¬ 
sex, the couple will remain in the UK 
for a period before taking the tradi¬ 
tional post-wedding break. 
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The happy newlyweds Prince Harry and Meghan Markle rode through Windsor to greet the thousands 



Thousands greeted Harry and Meghan on Long Walk Music played while the carriage snaked through London 



Harry and Megan changed into more comfortable clothing once the official ceremony and tour had ended 



Crowds camped out for the chance to see the couple Media at the Harte and Garter Hotel for the wedding 


Sandwell 
Families 
Big Picnic 



Thursday 31 May 2018 
11am - 3pm 

Dartmouth Park (by the Children’s 
play area) West Bromwich 

Don’t forget to bring a picnic! 


Come and join in the fun at Sandwell Families Big Picnic! 
All activities on the day are FREE and include: 

• Animal man 

• Balloon modelling 
• Face painting 

• Circus Skills with Steve the Juggler 

• Sporting activities 

• Arts, crafts and play activities 
• Mobile Library and Story telling 
• Children’s Centre activities 

• Information stands 
• Plus lots more... 

For further information please contact .i, v 

Sandwell Family Information Service 

■ .... ... _ jonuw^ii 

0121 569 4914 
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The next 
chapter 
starts in 
love tale 

Report by Shirley Tart 

newsdesk@expressandstar.co. uk 



Perton Academy held their very own mock wedding 


Olga Groves, 90, at Bush Home, Darlaston 


Jacqui Ryan, Everyl Geddes and Julie Harding in William Green Road 


Word is that they met in the time hon¬ 
oured way - on a blind date. With Meghan 
getting a report back from a friend who had 
met Prince Harry. 

And according to one of those in the 
know, after Meghan had listened to a list 
of princely attributes, charity work, Army 
achievements, royal duties and so on, all 
delivered admirably, she simply asked: 
“Yes but is he nice?” 

Just a few words but they spoke vol¬ 
umes. And now we know. Because it 
seemed according to some, not much 
more than one momentous year since love 
came in and got their 
world spinning, clearly 
Harry was more than 
nice enough for the lady 
who has just become 
his wife. 

And so, a new day 
has dawned for a thor¬ 
oughly nice and very 
much in-love prince and 
his stunning bride. 

Ever since we first saw them out and 
about as a couple there seemed no real 
doubt that this was a relationship which 
mattered. 

Since then the whirlwind romance has 
been front page day after day. 



The loved up pair 


Party time on the streets 

Report by Luke Bartlett 

Luke. bartlett@expressandstar. co. uk 

ROYAL fever gripped our region as Prince Harry 
sealed his fairytale romance to Meghan Markle 
on Saturday. 

From village green get-togethers in the Staffordshire sun to an 
afternoon tea party at a Black Country care home, people from all 
over took part in the celebrations. 

Among those involved with the Royal Wedding celebrations was 
Naomi Williams, of Wednesbury, whose fiancee, Gary Harding, was 
on duty in Windsor with the Irish Guards at the wedding. Ms Wil¬ 
liams was back home enjoying a street party in William Green Road, 

Wednesbury, where residents met up to celebrate - waving flags and 
toasting the couple’s special day. 

Wolverhampton’s Berrybrook Primary School held their own mock 
wedding between Head Boy and Head Girl, while over in Hixon, near 
Stafford, volunteers enjoyed watching the big day during an outdoor 
party on the village green. Abbey Lodge care home in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton saw 100-year-old Doris Sully and Jean Spencer, aged 94, enjoy 
the occasion. Almost 100 people also turned up to a street party or¬ 
ganised by David Austwick, aged 67, and his wife Valerie in Fancourt . ... . , _ . ... _ 

Avenue, Penn, Wolverhampton, on Saturday. Naomi Williams, of Wednesbury, celebrates. Her fiancee, Gary Harding, was on duty in Windsor with the Irish Guards 



Dreaming of a beautiful smile... 
Let your confidence grow 

A beautiful smile improves self esteem, confidence and gives you the 
best chance of creating a memorable first impression. In recent years the 
demand for straightening teeth with braces has risen considerably with 
more and more adults seeking treatment. 

CONTACT DIVINE DENTISTRY FOR 
YOUR FREE CONSULTATION 


J 



Prices for braces range from 
£1,500 to £5,000 
depending on treatment 

0% finance 

12 Months Interest Free Credit 


Telephone: 0121 500 6104/07720 902647 | www.divinedentistry.co.uk 
Divine Dentistry, Asden House, 1-5 Victoria Street, West Bromwich B70 8ET 



Helping you to break 
into a whole new smile 


New smile, new confidence, new you is what you’ll 
get when you get orthodontic treatment... 
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Spring Bank Holiday weekend fun at the Cone 


Open: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday, 11am - 4pm Saturday & Sunday 
Wednesday 30 May - Animal Day 10 . 30 am - 2 . 30 pm £3 per craft 

• Glassblowing demonstrations - Mon to Fri 11am - 2.30pm, Sat & Sun 12noon - 3.30pm 

• Jam Club activities (small charge applies) • Studios open • Family crafts • Coffee House 



Call 01384 812750 or visit www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums 

RED HOUSE GLASS CONE High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ Red House Glass Cone ¥ @redhousecone 


Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council J 









































MUMBQ1 

AUTHENTIC INDIAN TAKEAWAY 

4 Course Meal ^0.95 

Popadom, Onion Salad 
and Mint Sauce 

Any Starter, Any Main Course, r UO u., n 0 ., 

Rice or Naan CVery Udy 

Mumbai Special Rice, Mumbai Special Nan - 
Add £1.50 extra For King Prawn £2.00 extra 
Excludes Combination and Fish Dishes 

(items marked* are not included in this offer) 

20% OFF 

WITH ORDERS OVER £25 

Not to be used with any other offer. 

0121 559 5799 0121 559 4281 

58 High Street, Blackheath B65 OEH 



To Advertise Your Pub, Restaurant 
Or Venue Here Please Call 
Daniel Eccles On 01384 353227 


WV 


Light Up for return 
of indie superstars 


I ndie superstars Snow Patrol return 
with their first album in seven years, 
released tomorrow (Friday). 

Wildness finds finds the band searching for clarity, 
connection, and meaning, while staying true to the 
melodic songwriting prowess that brought them to 
minence. 

It taps into something raw and primitive and lead-singer 
and songwriter Gary Lightbody is happy to be back. 
“There are many types of wildness, but I think it can be 
distilled into two: the wildness of the modern age, all 
it’s confusion, illogic and alienation and a more ancient 
wildness. Something primal, alive and beautiful that 
speaks to our true connectivity, our passion, our love, our 
communion with nature and each other. This is the kind 
of wildness the album is centered around. The loss of it. 
Trying to reconnect with it. To remember it.” 

Since their 1998 debut, Songs for Polarbears, Snow 
Patrol have racked up an impressive number of critical 
and commercial accolades, including 15 million global 
album sales, one billion global track streams, five UK 
platinum albums, and are Grammy, Brit Award and 
Mercury Music Prize nominated. 

After their Fallen Empires tour ended in 2012, band 
members Gary multi-instrumentalist Johnny McDaid, 
guitarist Nathan Connolly, bassist Paul Wilson, and 
drummer Jonny Quinn decided to take a step back from 
the band, and focus on their own projects. 

Gary continued his work with his Tired Pony side 
project with members of Belle and Sebastian, R.E.M, 
Reindeer Section and Fresh Young Fellows and moved to 
Los Angeles to begin writing songs for movies (including 
“This Is Flow You Walk On” for 2017’s Gifted), and doing 
a number of high-profile co-writes with Ed Sheeran, 

Taylor Swift, Biffy Clyro and One Direction. Taking an 
extended break from Snow Patrol proved to be a source 
of inspiration, and writing songs that were not pulled 
directly from his own psyche helped heal what Lightbody 
considered to be not so much writer’s block as life block. 


CLARITY 

It was in that search for clarity and connection that 
the songs were written and refined. “I think it’s the first 
record I’ve ever written that I haven’t just asked a bunch 
of questions. 

“I actually tried to figure out why I was unhappy, why I 
feel out of place, why I’m afraid,” says Gary. 

“There’s nothing really to protect myself for - it’s all 
in the album. I want to remember.” This impulse was 
partially inspired by Lightbody’s father, who is suffering 
from dementia. “I think the album is defined by memory 
in a lot of ways,” says Gary, “including my father’s loss of 
memory.” 

Guitarist Nathan adds: “We finished touring Fallen 
Empires and did our last festival in 2013 and we decided 
at that stage that we needed to take a break. We had 
been going for 10 years non-stop. It was a great 10 years 
but we’d been together longer and it was hard. It was 
record, tour, record, tour and we were away a long time. 

“A couple of years ago we decided to get back at it. 
Wildness wasn’t a difficult album to make once we were 
in there. I know Gary had a little writers’ block and he had 
stuff going on and depression, which he’s been open 
about, and alcohol, which is for him to speak about. 

There were distractions for want of a better word, good 
and bad, to keep us away from the band. But last year 
was when we decided it was 100% in the right head 
space. We were excited and keen. I never thought we 
woulnd’t get back together but we didn’t know it would be 
five years. 

“We weren’t sipping cocktails on a beach. The longer 
it takes to make a record the better it has to be when you 
are coming back. We wanted it to be the best record we 
could make and it’s way beyond what we’d hoped for.” 

The songs on Wildness are surefooted, displaying a 
newfound sense of self and purpose, and the rest of the 
band members rose magnificently to the occasion. The 
album is produced once more by the great Jacknife Lee, 
Snow Patrol’s longtime producer and collaborator. Life on 
Earth opens the album with its mission statement, “this 



is something else, this is something else.” Fleal Me feels 
like an ancient hymn: “Finally, after way too many years 
of smashing my body to bits with booze, I met someone 
who helped me find my way back to health and clarity,” 
says Gary. “This song is about her, that journey and is 
dedicated to her.” 

Empress, written for Gary’s goddaughters, is fierce and 
heartfelt, with runaway drums and keen words of wisdom. 
What If This Is All The Love You Ever Get” is a heartstring- 
puller, posing the question nobody wants to ask. 

The last track, Life and Death, is a rumination, and 
a human story of love and forgiveness - mostly self¬ 
forgiveness for Gary, demonstrating that perhaps 
everyone ought to take this long between albums to 
reflect before they write. 

“Seamus Heaney, my favourite poet of all time, said at 
71 that he was only discovering what some of his poetry 
means, and this is coming from a Nobel Prize-winning 
poet. It’s a great testament to inspiration,” says Gary. 

“Sometimes it takes you five years to write the thing. 
Like now. And you know for sure when you finish an 
album like that, where you’ve poured over every detail 
and put every atom of yourself into it, everything makes 
sense and I bet you I’m never not proud of this record.” 

Wildness has given Snow Patrol the chance to 
reconnect with their fans and move forward after five 
years away. 

Nathan adds: “It’s good to be back. We were always in 
touch. We’re family. We’re brothers, so it wasn’t like we 
didn’t see each other at all, quite the opposite. 


It’s good to be 
back. 1/1/e were 
always in touch. 
We’re family 


“It’s great to be able to do that outside of the band 
because that’s our connection, that’s who we are. We 
were all supportive of each other’s activities. 

“The record and the band kind of happens naturally, 
which is the best thing. At some point, somebody, usually 
Gary, has some songs he’s comfortable or excited about 
and we all get back together.” 

I Snow Patrol play BBC’s Biggest Weekend in Coventry 
on Sunday. 

Andy Richardson 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 















You can't beat Stomp, 
it's got the rhythm of life 


THE UNSTOPPABLE smash-hit Stomp is 
back at Birmingham’s Hippodrome from 
Tuesday until June 2. 

Stomp takes familiar objects like newspapers, 
bins, plastic bags and even the kitchen sink and uses 
them to create a universal language of rhythm and 
movement that’s exploding with energy. 

Stomp has been touring the globe for 27 years 
with more than 30,000 performances to more than 15 
million people in 53 countries. There are four Stomp 
companies performing at any one time, in New York 
and on tour in Europe, America and currently in 
Australia. 

Hippodrome spokeswoman Kate Evans says: “It’s 
fresher, faster and funnier than ever. From its humble 


beginnings in Brighton in 1991, Stomp has grown into 
a global phenomenon that will set your toes tapping 
and your pulse racing. Stomp combines dance, 
comedy and music into an experience like no other.” 

Stomp creator Luke Cresswell says: “I think Stomp 
brings out the drummer in all of us. Rhythm is a 
language that we use everyday without ever realising. 
Stomp reminds us of that. Another strong aspect of the 
show is humour - these two elements can be a very 
compelling combination.” 

Co-creator and co-director Steve McNicholas adds: 
“The performers bring their own personalities to the 
show. So as the cast changes over the years, so does 
the show. They all devise their own solos, all create 
their own costumes, so the show changes organically.” 


Daughter keeps 
Drifters legacy alive 


A LEGENDARY soul group 
are drifting back out on tour 
with a new show performing 
classic hits from the last six 
decades. 

More than 60 dates have been 
announced for The Drifters in 
2018 to celebrate 65 years in the 
business, including one night only 
at Dudley Town Hall tomorrow 
(Friday). 

Now in their 65th year but, 
unsurprisingly, without any original 
members The Drifters are on the 
road with a line-up hand-picked by 
Tina Treadwell, pictured, president 
of the Treadwell Entertainment 


Group and owner of The Drifters 
name. 

Tina’s father George started the 
group with Clyde McPhatter and 
brought in several greats such as 
Johnny Moore and Ben E King. 

Her mother Faye was later 
responsible for bringing the group 
to the UK and overseeing hits such 
as You’re More Than a Number in 
My Little Red Book and Kissin’ In 
The Back Row of the Movies. After 
her parents died, it was down to 
Tina to continue the legacy of The 
Drifters name. 

Tina, who previously worked for 
Disney as an executive producer 
and casting director, believes this 



current line-up 
is one of the best 
to date and looks forward to the 
upcoming concert tour. She said: 
“I am very excited that now in our 
65th anniversary year we have 
a new show for the fans who we 
invite to join us in celebrating this 
incredible and everlasting story of 
The Drifters.” 

The group has been inducted 
into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
after an incredible list of hits 
including Saturday Night At The 
Movies, Come On Over To My 
Place, Stand By Me, Under The 
Boardwalk, There Goes My First 
Love and many more. 


Hart to Hart star 
in play with heart 

Hollywood actress Stephanie 
Powers, pictured, will 
star alongside British 
actor Clive Francis 
when the stage 
version of poignant 
romance 84 Charing 
Cross Road comes to 
Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre next week. Based 
on Helene Hanff’s novel, 
turned into a 1987 film, it is 

based on the true story about the correspondence 
between a New York writer and a London 
bookseller. Ms Powers is best known for playing 
Jennifer Hart in US detective series Hart to Hart. 


Liverpool legends 
play on despite footy 

Liverpool legends Echo and the Bunnymen headline 
Birmingham’s Symphony Hall on Saturday, after 
some ‘will they won’t they’ over the gig clashing with 
Liverpool’s appearance in the Champions League 
final. The concert will feature reworkings of some of 
their classic songs, since they formed on Merseyside 
in the late 1970s. Canadian collective Broken Social 
Scene are returning to the UK on tour this summer, 
including a concert at Birmingham 02 Academy next 
Thursday (May 31). Last summer they released their 
fifth album Hug of Thunder, their first in several years. 
There is a feast of blues at the Robin 2 in Bilston with 
the Chris Bevington Organisation launching their new 
album tonight (Thursday) at a double header with Big 
Wolf Band. Then Ian Parker and his band play next 
Wednesday and King King on Thursday. 
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EXCLUSIVE 
READER OFFER! 
SAVE £20pp 
on all tours. 

Offer Code: READ 


- Bkill.Ml 
z TR4V KL 
J 4*04IK 
JO Hit ’ 


Enjoy one of our fully escorted touring holidays 
travelling by luxury coach. 

/ Holidays from only £259pp 

✓ Luxury coaches with extra legroom 

✓ £50pp low deposit 

/ FREE brochure - order now! • ABTA J ATC L L 
Local joining points: Birmingham, Walsall, Cannock * Wolverhampton 


Call 01 709 385 526 (Quote: RP32) www.leger.co.uk 

Terms & conditions apply. *Supplements may apply. 


Is Your Pub 
worthy of the title 

EXPRESS & STAR 
‘Pub Of The 
Year 2018’? 

If so we want to hear from you. 

Call Daniel on 
01384 353227 


The Brunswick Inn Pub 
now open on% 

* Grills / 1 ° 

Steaks k 1 ‘ !" SJTT w 


* Steaks 

* Vegetarian 


Dishes 


KITCHEN 


Phone orders 
welcome 


UfT™ 

Discounts on food over £15 Dining In 
Offer ends 31 st May 2018 

JUST EAT 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Brunswick Inn, 301 Crankhall Lane, 

Mon - Thurs 5pm -11 pm Fri & Sat 5pm -11.30pm Wednesbury WS10 OQQ 
Sunday 12 noon - 10pm Telephone: 0121 505 5517 
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Ed Sheeran at The Biggest 

Weekend 

(BBC1,6.45pm) 

Graham Norton introduces the 
award-winning singer- 
songwriter's performance on 
the main stage at Singleton 
Park in Swansea, which took 
place earlier today. The pop 
superstar returned from a year¬ 
long hiatus in 2017, releasing 
his third studio album -*■ in 
March of that year and 
embarking on a world tour to 
promote the record, playing in 
some of the largest arenas on 
the planet, including a show at 
Manchester's Etihad Stadium 
this evening. To enable him to 
perform at both venues, 
Sheeran opened proceedings 
on the main stage in Swansea 
this afternoon. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Asian 
Adventure. (R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Money 
for Nothing. (R) 2.15 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.15 Wallace & Gromit: The 
Wrong Trousers. (R) 3.45 Film: Puss in 
Boots. (2011) Animated comedy spin¬ 
off. 5.05 Ready or Not. 5.35 BBC News. 

5.45 Regional Programme. 5.55 
Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

6.45 Ed Sheeran at The Biggest 
Weekend. Graham Norton 
introduces the award-winning 
singer-songwriter's performance 
on the main stage at Singleton 
Park in Swansea, which took place 
earlier today. 

7.45 Who Dares Wins. Game show in 
which two pairs of complete 
strangers team up, each battling to 
outdo the other by listing as much 
as they know about a given 
subject. The first couple to win two 
rounds get to play for £50,000 and 
each time the champions defeat a 
new set of opponents their 
winnings mount up. 

8.25 Casualty, lain and Sam find a 
confused woman with deep 
lacerations to her head wandering 
the streets, and when they take her 
into the ED, Connie instantly 
recognises her as a friend from 
chemotherapy. Bea struggles to 
regain her confidence on her first 
day back at work, while Alicia and 
Ethan have a heart-to-heart and 
agree to be friends again. 

9.15 All Round to Mrs Brown’s. 

Brendan O’Carroll dons Agnes’s 
famous cardigan and curlers once 
again, joined by celebrity guests 
Freddie Flintoff, Jason Manford, 
Fatima Whitbread, Jonnie Peacock 
and Clean Bandit. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.35 Film: Kenny. (2017) Premiere. 
Documentary about the life of 
legendary former Liverpool player 
and manager Kenny Dalglish. 
Featuring contributions by 
Dalglish himself, his wife Marina 
and Alex Ferguson. 

II. 50The Button. Game show set 

simultaneously in the houses of 
five UK families, as they compete 
to win challenges determined by 
The Button in the comfort of their 
living rooms. (R) 

12.25 Film: The Uninvited. (2009) 1.45 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.50 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.15 David Attenborough’s Natural 
Curiosities. (R) 6.40 Naomi’s Nightmares 
of Nature. 7.10 The Pets Factor. 7.30 The 
Dengineers. 8.00 Absolute Genius Super 
Tech with Dick & Dorn. 8.30 Beyond 
Bionic. 9.00 Robot Wars. (R) 10.00 
Astronauts: Do You Have What It Takes? 
(R) 11.00 Homes Underthe Hammer. 

(R) 12.00 The World According to Kids. 
(R) 1.00 SAS: Rogue Warriors. (R) 2.00 
The Sinking of the Laconia. (R) 3.30 
Love in the Countryside. (R) 4.30 The 
Biggest Weekend Live. 

6.00 Golf: PGA Championship. Eilidh 
Barbour presents highlights of the 
third day of the European Tour’s 
flagship event from Wentworth in 
Surrey. With commentary by Peter 
Alliss and Andrew Cotter. 

6.45 RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2018. 
Monty Don and Joe Swift look 
back at highlights of their week at 
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
2018. Last in the series. 

7.45 EmeliSande and Clean Bandit at 
the Biggest Weekend. Edith 
Bowman and Claudia Winkleman 
present further coverage of the 
four-day BBC Music event, with 
extended highlights of 
Aberdeenshire-raised Emeli 
Sande’s set from Scone Palace in 
Perth, plus Clean Bandit at 
Singleton Park, Swansea. 

9.00 Sam Smith at the Biggest 
Weekend. Greg James is at 
Singleton Park in Swansea to 
introduce the whole of the main- 
stage headline performance by 
multi-platinum-selling singer and 
Oscar-winner Sam Smith. The set 
is expected to include songs from 
his latest album The Thrill of It All, 
and the most popular numbers 
from his 2014 debut In the Lonely 
Hour. 

lO.OONoel Gallagher’s High Flying 
Birds at the Biggest Weekend. 

Edith Bowman presents as the 
former Oasis guitarist and his 
band headline the main stage at 
Scone Palace in Perth, with a set 
drawing on all of their albums plus 
a few Oasis hits. 

11.30 Later Weekend with Jools 
Holland. Extended edition of the 
music programme, featuring 
performances by Bjork, the 
Breeders, Les Amazones 
D’Afrique, Deva Mahal, Hailey Tuck 
and Lump. 

12.30 Film: The Hunter. (2011) 2.05 
Film: The Past. (2013) 4.10 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 

6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.00 The Oddbods Show. (R) 7.05 Star 
Wars Freemaker Adventures. (R) 7.30 
Teen Titans Go! (R) 7.45 Adventure 
Time. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. 
8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ballon 
Saturday. 9.25 James Martin’s Saturday 
Morning. 11.20 Best Walks with a View 
with Julia Bradbury. (R) 11.50 Little Big 
Shots. (R) 12.50 ITV News; Weather. 

I. 00 Midsomer Murders. (R) 3.00 Love 
Your Garden: NHS Special. (R) 4.00 
Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. (R) 5.00 The 
Chase. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 Ninja Warrior UK. Competitors 
from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in 
this obstacle-course challenge, 
hosted by Ben Shephard, Rochelle 
Humes and Chris Kamara. 

7.30 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 
Madcap panel show presented by 
the comedian, with Charlie Brooks, 
Chizzy Akudolu, Lolly Adefope and 
Carol Vorderman tasked with 
saving Earth from any potential 
alien invasion. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. Ant and Dec 

host the final round of auditions in 
the nationwide talent search, with 
the last few acts competing for the 
chance to win a place in the semi¬ 
finals. 

9.15 The Keith & Paddy Picture Show. 

Keith Lemon and Paddy 
McGuinness present their version 
of Jaws, guest starring Stephen 
Tompkinson, Myleene Klass and 
Hank Osasuna. (R) 

9.45 The Keith & Paddy Picture Show. 

Michelle Keegan, Ant and Dec, 
Phillip Schofield and David 
Dickinson help Keith Lemon and 
Paddy McGuinness remake the 
last film of the original Star Wars 
trilogy, Return of the Jedi. (R) 

10.15 ITV News; Weather. 

10.30UEFA Champions League 

Highlights. 

II. 30 Play to the Whistle. Boxer David 

Haye, Dragons’ Den star Peter 
Jones and comedian Sara Pascoe 
join team captains Frank Lampard 
and Bradley Walsh for the sports- 
themed comedy panel show. (R) 
12.05 Jackpot247. 3.00 Mr Selfridge. 

(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Motor Sport: FIA World Rallycross 
Championship. 7.05 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 
Frasier. (R) 9.25 Frasier. (R) 9.55 
Monaco Historic Grand Prix 201 8 . 10.55 
Formula 1 Monaco Grand Prix Practice 3 
Live. 12.25 FI Meets Niki Lauda. (R) 

12.55 Formula 1 Monaco Grand Prix 
Qualifying Live. The sixth round of the 
season at Circuit de Monaco (Start-time 
2.00pm). 3.45 Car SOS. 4.45 A Place in 
the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 5.30 The Secret 
Life of the Zoo. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Grand Designs. Kevin McCloud 
visits a house belonging to an 
engineer that resembles a giant 
snake. The building was inspired 
by an ammonite shell and has a 
scaly, curving structure that 
spirals over two levels and 
combines natural materials with 
the latest modern technology. 
However, completing the project 
within the 12-month schedule may 
not be possible. (R) 

8.00 The Queen’s Lost Cousin. The 
story of the romance between 
Prince William of Gloucester and 
glamorous divorcee, model and 
former air hostess Zsuzsi 
Starkloff, which ended with the 
former’s tragic death in a plane 
crash in 1972 at the age of just 30. 
William was the Queen’s cousin 
and pageboy at her wedding to 
Prince Philip in 1947, at which 
time he was fourth in line to the 
throne. However, his forbidden 
romance caused consternation at 
Buckingham Palace, and Starkloff 
speaks on camera for the first time 
about their relationship, which 
began when he was stationed at 
the British Embassy in Tokyo in 
1968. Contributors include 
William’s colleague Shigeo Kitano, 
his history tutor at Eton, Giles St 
Aubyn, and Ray Bradbury, the 
photographer who captured the 
final picture of the prince before 
his death. Narrated by Paul 
McGann. Part of the Secret History 
strand. (R) 

9.00 Film: Identity Thief. (2013) 

Comedy, with Jason Bateman and 
Melissa McCarthy. 

11.15 Film: Bad Neighbours. (2014) 
Comedy, starring Seth Rogen. 

1.00 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 1.50 Hollyoaks. (R) 4.00 My Kitchen 
Rules. (R) 4.55 Fifteen to One. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.15 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.50 Animals Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 11.10 Naughty 
Toddlers Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 
12.05 Holidays Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. (R) 1.00 Playful Pups Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 2.05 Nightmare 
Tenants: Get Out of My House. (R) 3.05 
Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 
4.05 Nightmare Tenants, Slum 
Landlords. (R) 5.05 5 News Weekend. 

5.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! (R) 
6.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 
Agents Stewart and Elmore are 
met with lies and aggression when 
they track down nearly £3,000, 
while Paul and Steve chase 
£30,000 owed by a world-famous 
Formula One racing team. (R) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v Pakistan. 
Action from the third day of the 
First Test in the two-match series, 
which took place at Lord’s. 

7.55 The Dambustersat75: What 
Happened Next. Documentary 
combining testimony from 
veterans, original archive footage, 
expert views and dramatic 
reconstructions to examine the 
missions undertaken by the RAF’s 
617 Squadron after the famous 
May 1943 raids on the Ruhr and 
Eder valleys, which were 
immortalised in 1954 film The 
Dam Busters. Retired RAF 
navigator John Nichol delves into 
the records of the National 
Archives and finds a treasure trove 
of fascinating tales, including an 
account of the night-time bombing 
of the vital Dortmund-Ems canal, 
during which the men ended up 
flying through a ferocious barrage 
of flak. (R) 

9.15 Queen Victoria and Her Tragic 
Family. How Victoria struggled to 
perform her duties as a monarch 
and a mother throughout the 

1860s, until she found a new 
influence in her life that relieved 
her depression. 

10.15 Elizabeth I: The Enemy Within. 

Catholic plots against Elizabeth 
abound at home and abroad and 
there is the problem about what to 
do with Mary Queen of Scots. Lily 
Cole stars in this drama¬ 
documentary. (R) 

11.15Football on 5: Championship 
Play-Off Final. Fulham v Aston 
Villa. Colin Murray introduces 
highlights of the showpiece match. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Secret Life 
of Marilyn Monroe: The Early Years. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Neneh Cherry & First Aid Kit at the 
Biggest Weekend 8.00 Simple Minds & 
CHVRCHES at the Biggest Weekend 9.00 
Franz Ferdinand & Wolf Alice at the 
Biggest Weekend 10.00 Underworld at 
the Biggest Weekend 11.15 Top of the 
Pops: 1985 11.45 Ultimate Number 1 s at 
the BBC 12.45 Slade at the BBC 1.50 
Kings of 70s Romance 2.50 How to Get 
Ahead: At Medieval Court 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

12.10 Britain’s Got More Talent 1.10 
Ninja Warrior UK 2.10 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 3.15 Film: Ella Enchanted 
(2004) 4.25 FYI Daily 4.30 Film: Ella 
Enchanted (2004) 5.15 Film: Johnny 
English Reborn (2011) 6.20 FYI Daily 

6.25 Film: Johnny English Reborn 
(2011) 7.10 Film: Red Riding Hood 
(2011) 8.10 FYI Daily 8.15 Film: Red 
Riding Hood (2011) 9.15 Britain’s Got 
More Talent Live 10.15 Celebrity Juice 
11.05 Family Guy 12.25 American Dad! 

I. 20 Plebs 1.50 CelebAbility 2.35 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 3.00 
Teleshopping 

ITV3 

2.55 Film: Columbo: The Conspirators 
(1978) 5.00 Midsomer Murders 9.00 
Lewis 11.00 Vera 1.00 On the Buses 
2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.25 Film: 633 Squadron (1964) 12.25 
FYI Daily 12.30 Film: 633 Squadron 
(1964)1.30 ITV Racing: Live from 
Haydock. 4.15 Pawn Stars 6.00 Mr Bean 

7.10 Film: Police Academy 5: 
Assignment Miami Beach (1988) 8.15 
FYI Daily 8.20 Film: Police Academy 5: 
Assignment Miami Beach (1988) 9.00 
Film: Tango & Cash (1989) 10.00 FYI 
Daily 10.05 Film: Tango & Cash (1989) 

II. 05 Film: GoodFellas (1990) 12.15 FYI 
Daily 12.20 Film: GoodFellas (1990) 

1.55 The Professionals 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

11.10 Film: Ever After: A Cinderella Story 
(1998) 1.30 The Goldbergs 4.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.30 Young Sheldon 
5.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: 47 
Ronin (2013) 11.20 Gogglebox 1.30 The 
Inbetweeners 3.35 Tattoo Fixers 

Film4 

11.00 Spy Kids 4: All the Time in the 
World (2011) 1.00 Dunston Checks In 
(1996) 2.45 ParaNorman (2012) 4.35 
Epic (2013) 6.45 The Three Musketeers 
(2011)9.00 Cell (2016) 10.55 
Creepshow (1982) 1.15 Princess 
Mononoke (1997) 4.00 Close 
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wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 


Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 
years experience. 

We offer a full 
range of services 
from free quote 
and design to 
installation central 
heating, building 
work, plastering 
and tiling 

Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-4.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-1.00pm 


7AQ 


safe 


To find out more about advertising in the 
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 


ADVERTISING 


41% of people decide where to shop as a result of seeing 
advertising in local media - ahead of supermarket promotions 
(25%), direct mail (21%) and TV advertising (19%) 


SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 
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A Very English Scandal 
(BBC1,9pm) 

Jeremy draws one step closer to 
his goal of becoming prime 
minister, but his success is 
threatened by the return of 
Norman, demanding that he 
keep the promises he made. 
With his political career on 
the line, Jeremy is determined 
to do whatever it takes to keep 
his former lover quiet, a 
situation complicated by Peter 
having left for California. Jeremy 
finds the pressure mounting - 
leading to a disastrous incident 
when shots are fired. Hugh 
Grant and Ben Whishaw star in 
Russell T Davies fact-based 
drama. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 2.15 
Escape to the Country. (R)3.15 Britain’s 
Best Home Cook. (R) 4.10 Points of 
View. 4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.05 The 
Coronation. Documentary about the 
Queen's coronation in 1953, featuring an 
interview with the monarch, who shares 
her memories and discusses seeing her 
father crowned when she was 11. (R) 
6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker presents 
the show from the Queen’s 
Windsor estate, exploring the 
grounds in a horse-drawn carriage 
and discovering tales of the 
monarch’s first visit as a young 
princess. Adam Henson reports on 
the livestock breeding on the 
estate’s farms, Anita Rani finds out 
about a breed of horse saved from 
extinction, and John Craven 
investigates a tree-planting 
scheme. Plus, Sean Fletcher 
reports from the Royal Welsh 
Show. 

7.30 Taylor Swift & Paloma Faith at 
the Biggest Weekend. Alex Jones 
and Nick Grimshaw present the 
show live from Singleton Park, 
Swansea, where Taylor Swift will 
be performing a preview of her 
forthcoming world tour. Plus 
highlights of Paloma Faith’s set in 
Coventry, featuring songs from 
her fourth album The Architect. 

9.00 A Very English Scandal. Jeremy 
draws one step closer to 
becoming prime minister, but his 
success is threatened by the 
return of Norman, demanding that 
he keep the promises he made. 
10.00 BBC News. 


10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Imagine -Orhan Pamuk: A 
Strange Mind. The novelist 
introduces Alan Yentob to his 
home city of Istanbul, and reveals 
how the city’s distinctive blend of 
ancient and modern culture have 
shaped his own work. 

11.35 Film: The Ides of March. (2011) A 
presidential campaign worker 
must decide where his loyalties lie 
as dark secrets come to light. 
Drama, directed by and starring 
George Clooney. 

1.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.15 

BBC News. 



BBC2 


6.35 Coast. (R) 7.35 Glorious Gardens 
from Above. (R) 8.20 Countryfile Spring 
Special. (R) 9.15 The Beechgrove 
Garden. 9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best 
Bites. 11.15 Spring Kitchen with Tom 
Kerridge. (R) 12.00 NW200 Highlights. 

I. 00 Athletics: Diamond League Eugene 
Highlights. 2.00 The Sinking of the 
Laconia. (R) 3.30 Flog It! (R) 4.30 The 
Biggest Weekend Live. 

6.00 Golf: PGA Championship. Eilidh 
Barbour presents highlights of the 
final day of the European Tour’s 
flagship event from Wentworth in 
Surrey. The famous West Course 
always seems to throw up some 
last-round drama, especially in 
2014 when Rory Mcllroy came 
from seven shots behind with a 
closing round of 66 to finish one 
stroke clear of Shane Lowry. With 
commentary by Peter Alliss, Ken 
Brown and Andrew Cotter. 

7.00 Million Pound Menu. Fred Sirieix 
welcomes another two street-food 
brands to Manchester, where the 
owners pitch their businesses to 
high-street investors in the hope 
of opening their own restaurants. 
Up this week are Finca, a Cuban 
street-food brand whose founders 
ON, Joe and Michael are looking to 
secure £150,000 to open in their 
home town of Liverpool. 
Meanwhile, former waitress 
Chelsea Campbell hopes to tap 
into the increasing number of 
adults eating less meat with her 
vegan junk-food idea Wholesome 
Junkies. (R) 

8.00 Steve Backshall v the Monster 
Mountain. Steve attempts to climb 
the north face of the Eiger, braving 
ice-covered cliffs, blinding 
blizzards and a dangerous storm 
front. (R) 

9.00 Florence and the Machine at the 
Biggest Weekend. The band led 
by Florence Welch take to the main 
stage at Singleton Park in 
Swansea, performing songs from 
their back catalogue alongside 
material from upcoming album 
High as Hope. 

10.00 Liam Gallagher at the Biggest 
Weekend. The singer performs on 
the main stage at Coventry’s War 
Memorial Park, playing songs 
from his debut solo album as well 
as classic Oasis anthems. 

II. 30International Rugby Union. 

12.30 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 

1.30 Holby City. (R) 2.30 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 

6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.00 The Oddbods Show. (R) 7.05 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 Teen 
Titans Go! (R) 7.45 Adventure Time. (R) 
8.00 The Haunted Hathaways. (R) 8.25 
ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on Sunday. 9.25 
Best Walks with a View with Julia 
Bradbury. (R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 
11.00 Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 12.15 
Britain’s Got More Talent. (R) 1.15 ITV 
News; Weather. 1.25 Countrywise. (R) 

1.55 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 3.00 Tenable. 
(R) 4.00 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. (R) 
5.00 The Chase Celebrity Special. (R) 
6.00 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 

Madcap panel show presented by 
the comedian, with Charlie Brooks, 
Chizzy Akudolu, Lolly Adefope and 
Carol Vorderman tasked with 
saving Earth from any potential 
alien invasion. (R) 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 Little Big Shots. Dawn French 
hosts a variety show featuring 
some of the world’s most talented 
children, including a young opera 
singer, a circus strongman, a 
group of soul singers and Spain’s 
biggest pop stars under four foot 
tall. Last in the series. 

8.00 The London Palladium: The 
Greatest Stage on Earth. Bradley 
Walsh presents a documentary 
about the famous theatre, meeting 
some of the stars who have trod 
its boards, discovering the 
backstage secrets of its history, 
and uncovering archive footage of 
classic performances, including a 
long-lost recording of Morecambe 
and Wise. Featuring contributions 
from Stephen Fry, Sheila Hancock, 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, Beverley 
Knight and Phillip Schofield. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R) 

11.20 Sunday Night at the Palladium. 
Jason Manford introduces the 
variety show, featuring Will Young 
performing his single Love 
Revolution, comedy from Joe 
Lycett and a duet between David 
Gray and LeAnn Rimes. (R) 

12.10 Great Art. (R) 1.00 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Motorsport UK. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Motor Sport: Caterham. 6.40 Eat 
the Week. (R) 7.35 Frasier. (R) 8.00 
Frasier. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 8.55 Bake 
Off: The Professionals. (R) 10.00 Sunday 
Brunch. 1.00 Formula 1 Monaco Grand 
Prix Live Build Up. Build-up to the sixth 
round of the season at Circuit de 
Monaco. 1.45 Formula 1 Monaco Grand 
Prix Live. Coverage of the sixth round of 
the season at Circuit de Monaco (Start¬ 
time 2.10pm). 4.30 Formula 1 Monaco 
Grand Prix Live Reaction. Reaction from 
the sixth round of the season at Circuit 
de Monaco. 5.30 Grand Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Escape to the Chateau. Dick and 
Angel return to continue their 
renovation adventures in France. 
Two-and-a-half years have passed 
since the couple swapped their flat 
in Southend for a 19th-century 
chateau in France costing only 
£280,000, and in that time, the 
pair have worked to transform the 
derelict property into a fairytale 
castle. However, around half of the 
45 are yet to receive adequate 
attention, the couple’s fledgling 
events business demands 
attention, and the outbuildings are 
still in need of conversion. (R) 

8.00 Bake Off: The Professionals. 
Cherish Finden and Benoit Blin 
challenge the bakers to prepare 
two batches of perfectly uniform 
miniature classics, before turning 
a classic eton mess into a 
masterpiece. 

9.00 The Handmaid’s Tale. Emily 
reflects on her past as she works 
in the colonies, recalling her life as 
an academic before the rise of 
Gilead, and the events that led her 
to realise the danger to come. She 
tries to flee the country, but when 
her marriage is forcibly annulled, 
she finds family torn apart. In the 
present, she encounters a new 
arrival in the colonies, whose 
presence stirs up tension and 
mistrust. Offred adjusts to a new 
way of life as she hides out in a 
place with a grisly history. Marisa 
Tomei guest stars. 

10.10Film:The Hunger Games: 

Catching Fire. (2013) The victor 
in a televised battle to the death 
returns to the arena to face other 
past champions. Sci-fi adventure 
sequel, starring Jennifer Lawrence 
and Liam Hemsworth. 

12.55 Film: The Family. (2013) 2.55 
Best Laid Plans. (R) 3.50 My Kitchen 
Rules. (R) 4.45 Shipping Wars UK. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Poppy Cat. (R) 6.30 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The Secret 
Life of Puppies. (R) 6.40 Mofy. (R) 6.45 
Oily the Little White Van. (R) 6.50 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 7.00 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.10 
Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.25 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.40 Rusty Rivets. 7.55 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 8.10 Nella the Princess 
Knight. (R) 8.25 Noddy: Toyland 
Detective. (R) 8.45 Floogals. (R) 8.55 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.05 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.25 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.40 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.50 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 10.55 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 11.50 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.50 Film: Five 
Children and It. (2004) Children’s 
fantasy, with Kenneth Branagh. 1.50 
Access. 1.55 Film: Five Children and It. 
(2004) Concluded. 2.35 Film: Madeline. 
(1998) Children’s comedy, with Hatty 
Jones and Frances McDormand. 3.35 
Access. 3.40 Film: Madeline. (1998) 
Concluded. 4.25 Film: The Parent Trap. 
(1998) Comedy remake, starring Lindsay 
Lohan. 5.25 Access. 5.30 Film: The 
Parent Trap. (1998) Concluded. 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v Pakistan. 
Action from the fourth day of the 
First Test in the two-match series, 
which took place at Lord’s. 

8.00 Agatha Christie’s Crooked House. 
Adaptation of the mystery novel, 
starring Max Irons and Terence 
Stamp. Charles, the son of the 
assistant commissioner at 
Scotland Yard returns to London 
from Cairo following the end of the 
Second World War, only to 
discover his fiancee’s grandfather 
has been murdered. He uses his 
father’s connections to become 
involved in the investigation, and 
finds the dead man’s second wife a 
likely suspect. However, nobody in 
the household has an alibi, and 
Charles’ fiancee may have the 
clearest motive for murder. (R) 

10.05 Top of the Box 1989 with Matthew 
Kelly. The presenter takes a look 
back at the most popular TV from 
1989, including Bread, Only Fools 
and Horses, The Bill, ’Alio ’Alio!, 
Birds of a Feather, Neighbours and 
Byker Grove. 

11.50 Best of Bad TV: The 80s. (R) 

1.10 Football on 5: League 1 Play-Off 
Final. 1.40 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Secret 
Life of Marilyn Monroe: Affairs & 
Heartbreak. (R) 4.40 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Biggest Weekend 8.30 Howto 
Build a Jumbo Jet Engine 9.30 
Locomotion: Dan Snow’s History of 
Railways 10.30 Jonathan Meades on 
Jargon 11.30 Amazon Abyss 12.30 
Civilisations Stories: Innovation and 
Inspiration in Birmingham 1.00 How to 
Build a Jumbo Jet Engine 2.00 
Locomotion: Dan Snow’s History of 
Railways 3.00 Jonathan Meades on 
Jargon 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

12.30 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 1.35 
Film: The Flintstones (1994) 2.40 FYI 
Daily 2.45 Film: The Flintstones (1994) 

3.20 Britain’s Got Talent 4.35 Britain’s 
Got More Talent Live 5.40 Film: Jurassic 
World (2015) 6.45 FYI Daily 6.50 Film: 
Jurassic World (2015) 8.00 Film: The 
Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies 
(2014) 9.10 FYI Daily 9.15 Film: The 
Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies 
(2014) 10.45 Family Guy 12.10 American 
Dad! 1.10 The Cleveland Show 1.35 
Through the Keyhole 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.40 A Touch of Frost 6.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Poirot 8.00 Paul O’Grady: For 
the Love of Dogs 9.00 Joanna Lumley’s 
Japan 10.00 Cilia 11.00 Wire in the Blood 

I. 00 Blue Murder 2.20 Liverpool 1 3.15 
Road to Avonlea 5.05 George and 
Mildred 5.35 ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

9.00 Film: The Enforcer (1976) 10.00 
FYI Daily 10.05 Film: The Enforcer 
(1976) 11.05 Film: Sudden Death (1995) 
12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: Sudden 
Death (1995) 1.15 Fifth Gear 2.15 The 
Protectors 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

11.20 The Goldbergs 1.20 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 1.50 Young Sheldon 2.20 
Film: The Core (2003) 5.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
10.00 The Inbetweeners: Their Favourites 
12.15 The Big Bang Theory 1.10 Tattoo 
Fixers 2.15 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
3.05 Black-ish 3.30 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

II. 00 The Rugrats Movie (1999) 1.00 
The Rugrats in Paris: The Movie (2000) 
2.35 Tooth Fairy (2010) 4.40 We Bought 
a Zoo (2011) 7.05 Crocodile Dundee 

(1986) 9.00 Spy (2015) A deskbound CIA 
agent goes into action for the first time to 
battle an arms dealer and avert a global 
disaster. Comedy adventure, with Melissa 
McCarthy and Jason Statham. 11.20 Odd 
Thomas (2013) 1.10 Dressed to Kill 
(1980) 3.20 Close 
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NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN 
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MONDAY 

Rush Hour, ITV, 10.20pm 

A Hong Kong detective is sent to Los Angeles to 
investigate a kidnapping, but the local authorities 
worry that his presence in America might spark an 
international incident, and assign a loud-mouthed and 
troublesome cop to keep an eye on him. However, the 
new partnership proves an explosive combination. 
Comedy adventure, starring Jackie Chan, Chris 
Tucker, Ken Leung and Tom Wilkinson. (1998) 

TUESDAY 

A Woman Deceived, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

A wealthy young widow marries the man who 
organised the event at which her husband was killed, 
and for a while her life seems perfect - until financial 
concerns begin to create tension. Thriller, starring 
Ashley Scott, Jay Pickett, David DeLuise and Brian 
Krause. (2017) 

WEDNESDAY 

Abducted Love, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

After her husband is abducted on his way to work, 

Ann Bradshaw and her teenage daughter Casey find 
themselves in danger when they help the police 
investigate the kidnapping. Thriller, starring Daphne 
Zuniga and Nicole Munoz. (2016) 



THURSDAY 

Rio Conchos, BBC2,12.45pm 

A shipment of rifles is stolen by a former Confederate 
general in the aftermath of the American Civil War, 
and he begins selling them to hostile Apaches. A 
cavalry major is assigned to bring back the weapons, 
aided by a mismatched band including one of his 
fellow officers, a duplicitous Mexican and a drunken 
former rebel. Western, starring Richard Boone and 
Stuart Whitman. (1964) 

FRIDAY 

Pompeii, Channel 5,10pm 

A gladiator in the ancient Roman city falls in love with 
the daughter of a wealthy merchant, who is being 
forced into marriage with a corrupt senator. When the 
nearby volcano Vesuvius erupts, he fights to save her 
and escape the destruction of the city. Disaster movie, 
starring Kit Harington. (2014) 



New adaptation looks 
far from a tragic affair 


E ven at 80, the Oscar winner 
and all-round acting legend 
Anthony Hopkins can still 
disappear into a role. 

Richard Eyre, who has directed 
this new adaptation of 
Shakespeare’s King Lear, reveals 
that while they were filming on 
location, a member of the public 
mistook Hopkins for a homeless 
man. 

Eyre told Digital Spy: “A woman in 
a mobility scooter rode up to Tony, 
and said, ‘You know, there’s a hostel 
up the road... so you might want to 
take your shopping trolley down 
there.’” 

But while Hopkins may have been 
unrecognisable, there are plenty of 
very familiar faces among the cast. 

Of course, that shouldn’t really 
come as a surprise. When it comes 
to bringing Shakespeare to the 
screen, the BBC has pulled off some 
real coups. 

But King Lear is arguably the most 
impressive yet, giving viewers three 
Oscar winners for the price of one - 
as well as Hopkins in the title role, it 


also stars Emma Thompson as his 
daughter Goneril and Jim 
Broadbent as Gloucester. 

They head a cast that also 
includes recent Hamlet Andrew 
Scott, Emily Watson, Florence 
Pugh, Jim Carter, John Macmillan, 
Jim Carter, Christopher Eccleston, 
Tobias Menzies and Karl Johnson. 

Executive producers Colin 
Callender and Sonia Friedman 
credit Eyre with assembling such an 
incredible collection of actors, but 
the play itself was probably also a 
draw, especially as some consider it 
to be Shakespeare’s finest tragedy. 

This version is set in a fictionalised 
modern-day England, which is now 
a military dictatorship ruled over by 
Lear. He decides to divide his 
kingdom between his three 
daughters according to which of 
them professes to love him most. 
The youngest, Cordelia (Pugh), 
refuses play along and is banished 
as a result. 

However, while the eldest two, 
Goneril and Regan (Watson), may 
have been prepared to publicly 


flatter their father, it’s a very different 
story once they have acquired 
power. 

Meanwhile, Lear’s prime minister, 
Gloucester, is having family 
problems of his own as he is 
betrayed by his son Edmund 
(Macmillan) and his other son, Edgar 
(Scott), is forced to go into hiding. As 
Lear loses his grip on his sanity, the 
kingdom descends into war... 

It’s a story that’s been around for 
centuries - it’s believed that 
Shakespeare took his inspiration 
from the second edition of The 
Chronicles of England, Scotlande, 
and Irelande by Raphael Holinshed, 
published in 1587 - but Scott is 
hoping that this version can bring it 
to a whole new audience. 

The Sherlock star told Digital Spy: 
“People sometimes think, 
‘Shakespeare’s not really for me, 
because I don’t understand that 
particular word’, and that doesn’t 
matter in any way. 

I hate the idea that this kind of 
drama is only for a select few... 
that’s not the way it should be.” 



BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Peter Kay’s Car Share - The Finale 
BBC1,10pm 

The recent one-off unscripted episode may have 
been a treat, but what many Car Share fans really 
wanted was an instalment that finally resolved the 
will-they-won’t-they storyline between workmates 
Kayleigh (Sian Gibson) and John (Peter Kay). That’s 
because the second and supposedly final series 
ended last year with Kayleigh getting out of the car, 
seemingly for good, after she confessed her 
feelings for John and he struggled to open up about 
his own emotions. It was a surprisingly downbeat 
ending to a usually heart-warming sitcom, and 
100,000 viewers signed an online petition insisting 
Kay and Gibson couldn’t leave it there. So, we’re 
getting a final edition to reveal what happened next 
- but will fans get the happy ending they’ve been 
hoping for or will they have to start another petition? 

TUESDAY 

Grammar Schools: Who Will Get In? 

BBC2, 9pm 

New series. Tens of thousands of children across 
England take the 11 plus selection test each year, 
and for the first time in decades there are plans to 
expand selective education. Filmed over one term 
with access to three schools in Bexley, which has a 


fully selective education system, cameras follow 
children and teachers to see how selection impacts 
on education. This edition follows children from 
Upland Primary School as they prepare to take the 
test right up until results day. They include 10-year- 
old Joanita, who has had extra lessons outside 
school for nearly three years in preparation. 

WEDNESDAY 

The Big Crash Diet Experiment 
BBC1,8pm 

It used to be the case that people looking to shed 
the pounds were advised to avoid crash diets 
that promised quick results in favour of 
doing it esensibly’ by making smaller, 
long-term lifestyle changes. But now a 
series of scientific trials have led 
researchers to ask whether some 
seemingly extreme weight-loss 
methods might be the answer to 
the obesity crisis. To see if the 
results of these highly controlled 
studies translate to the real world, 

A&E doctor and presenter Dr Javid 
Abdelmoneim, who up until now has 
been suspicious of crash dieting, and 
a team of experts are putting four 
volunteers on an extreme 


10-week programme. In the process, they’ll be 
showing why dieting isn’t just about weight loss, but 
also about the health benefits that come with it. 

Carry on Brussels 
Channel 4,10pm 

The second of three programmes following 
an eclectic group of British MEPs as they 
brace themselves for Brexit. Ukip’s 
Hermann Kelly thinks Brexit is in danger 
of going soft, so sets off to find stories of 
EU excesses to feed to sympathetic 
journalists. Lone Liberal 
Democrat MEP Catherine 
Bearder has the ear of the 
Parliament’s chief Brexit 
negotiator Guy 
Verhofstadt, and 
determines to use 
her ally to frustrate 
Brexit. However, 
when she votes 
against the UK 
government, her 
tactics risk backfiring as 
the lead negotiator David 
Davis calls for her to be 
sacked. 


THURSDAY 

Britain’s Best Home Cook 
BBC1, 8pm 

Week five of the home cooking contest sees the 
contestants starting out with dessert as they put 
their individual spin on a chocolate pudding. The 
sweet dishes served to the judges include an 
ambitious chocolate charlotte, a Black Forest 
gateau and one that integrates a root vegetable. 
Next they are given just one hour to invent a sweet 
or savoury dish using aubergine or tofu as the key 
ingredient - before the elimination round sees the 
weakest cooks following a recipe for a classic 
oriental dish. Presented by Claudia Winkleman. 

FRIDAY 

Tracey Breaks the News 
BBC1,9.30pm 

New series. Tracey Ullman reacts to the events of 
the moment, alongside her incarnations of 
politicians including Theresa May, Nicola Sturgeon 
and new for this second series, Michael Gove and 
Jacob Rees-Mogg. Jeremy Corbyn has an awkward 
meeting with an old friend, beleaguered German 
chancellor Angela Merkel reassesses her image 
and media mogul Rupert Murdoch spends some 
quality time with one-time model and now his better 
half Jerry Hall. With Ben Miller. 



TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. There are 
obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list 
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are possibly the best in 
the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with 
us you will save yourselves ££££s 
for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY 


INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality electric operated rolling 
garage door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space saving, giving 
you extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller garage doors, absolute top quality 
garage door, for lower than 
UK high street DIY retailer 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL NOW 01376 571778 

www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com 



★STAR CLUTCHES LTD &★ 
* REPAIR CENTRE * 

©ELtlMBIIIB© ©OQXDQB 

REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES 


MECHANICAL REPAIRS 
MOT 

CLUTCHES 

GENERAL SERVICING 


GEARBOXES 

BRAKES 

WELDING 

DIAGNOSTICS 


Competitive Reliable. All work Guaranteed 

163 Great Bridge Street B70 ODJ 

0121 572 1253 H 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


Mechanical Repairs 
Electrical Repairs 
Pre M.O.T. 
General Servicing 
Cambelts 
Diagnostics 
All makes and models 

WE ARE NOW 
§§@ BREAKING CLI0197 

Why Pay Dealer Prices When We Offer 
the Same Service For Afot Less 



Unit 1 Kingfisher Ind/Est 
Charles Street, West Bromwich B70 OAT 


A 


Providing legal services 
in West Bromwich 


BRAMWELL WILLIAMS 

SOLICITORS adcocks 

Wills & Estates 
Commercial 

, Hnn Leasehold Reform 

for over 100 years Proper|y 

Legal services available locally 

Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info(g)adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 




































BRAIN GYM No4 si 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Current 

recessions (4) 

8. They make 
their names as 
proverbial 
listeners (10) 

9. Fellow actor? (8) 

10. Divan, so far 

unfinished (4) 

12. Second 

importance (6) 

14. Quake in the 
centre, more or 
less (6) 

15. Disturb the master 
flow (6) 

17. Throw the French in 
a stronghold (6) 

18. If there’s a man 
around he’s from 
the U.S. (4) 

19. They secure 
temporary 
accommodation 
(4-4) 

21. Extensive 
property (10) 

22. Southern timber 
used in window 
construction (4) 


Down 

2. Paperhanger who 
mails his 
account? (4-6) 

3. Check part of the 
sailing tackle (4) 

4. Father divides the 
remains of a 
meal (6) 

5. Thanks! What’s 
borrowed is to be a 
gift (6) 

6. I left the priests in 
churches (8) 

7. A major land-mass, 
though it could be 
minor (4) 

11. Twelve-inch candles 
used in theatres (10) 

13. Train for 

employment (8) 

16. Decimal used 
in some tricky 
calculations (6) 

17. Frank is able - and 
proved it (6) 

18. We’re breaking up 
the vessel (4) 

20. Gives someone 
their due (4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Experience (4) 

8. Retort (6,4) 

9. Flying beetle (8) 
10. Orient (4) 

12. Of the sea (6) 

14. Invent (6) 

15. Centre (6) 

17. Abrupt (6) 

18. Drawback (4) 

19. Bully (8) 

21. Imposter (10) 

22. Augments (4) 


Down 

2. Diggings (10) 

3. Woman (4) 

4. Seek to attain (6) 

5. Entitled (6) 

6. Seen (8) 

7. Burlesque (4) 

11. Nourishment (10) 
13. Poor (8) 

16. Symbol (6) 

17. War-cry (6) 

18. Unchanged (4) 

20. Flarden by heat (4) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


7 4 


9 1 3 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Onion; 8 Trouble; 9 Nowhere; 
10 Voter; 12 Constrains; 15 Auctioneer; 18 Tress; 

19 Gleaner; 21 Consort; 22 Eaten. 

Down: 1 Counteract; 2 Views; 3 Once; 4 Stress; 

5 Converse; 6 Abstain; 11 Restaurant; 13 Omission; 
14 Screens; 16 Negate; 17 Unity; 20 Eden. 

QUICK - Across: 7 Idler; 8 Calling; 9 Habitue; 

10 Rapid; 12 Paltriness; 15 Subterfuge; 18 Yield; 

19 Elector; 21 Recital; 22 Swing. 

Down: 1 Dishonesty; 2 Globe; 3 Fret; 4 Accept; 

5 Alarming; 6 Simpler; 11 Discourage; 13 Anecdote; 
14 Absence; 16 Feeble; 17 Stain; 20 Else. 


Quiz 


Niner 


i. 

In which S American city did Erich 

Honecker die? 

6. 

By what name is tetanus or trismus also 
known? 

Last week’s solutions: 

2. 

To which organisation did the ship Rainbow 
Warrior belong? 

7. 

Which composer wrote The Pines of 

Rome? 

Quiz: 1 13; 2 Sark; 3 Ricky Gervais; 4 Louis 

Mountbatten; 5 Paddy Ashdown; 6 Boris 

3. 

Who founded the Church of Scientology in 
1954? 

8. 

Of which group of islands is Naxos the 
largest? 

Pasternak; 7 A primate; 8 Twilight of the Gods; 

4. 

Which countries were joined in the Act of 
Union of 1707? 

9. 

Which singer’s departure closed the 
musical Piaf? 

9 Popocatepetl; 10 Tuberculosis. 

5. 

Who wrote The Firm and The Pelican Brief? 

10. 

Who wrote Our Man in Havana? 

Niner: MODULATES 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

674385 gives a dwelling, 

6745841 gives a second dwelling, 

982 gives a third dwelling. 
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Diana 

Her Fashion Story 

Departing Saturday 11 Aug 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London 
hotel with dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace 
and gardens, including entrance to the ‘Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in central London 


Edinburgh Tattoo 

Departing Saturday 11 Aug 

From Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at the Bruce Hotel, East Kilbride 

✓ Ticket to the 2018 Royal Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo 

✓ Free time in Edinburgh 


Duxford 

Battle of Britain Air Show 

Departing Saturday 22 Sep 

From Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

✓ Admission to the Duxford Battle of Britain Air 
Show 


Pickering 1940’s Wartime 
Weekend 

Departing Saturday 13 Oct 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

t/ Full day in Pickering during the Wartime 
Weekend 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 139 


3 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 220 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 129 


2 Days 

By Coach 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03300 130 051 


Quote 

OMRT 


nbers are free within 
a minutes packages 
se standard rates apply. 


or visit us 
online at 


omegabreaks.com/RT 
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This hiahland retreat has Scot it all 


The day started damp and cold with little 
signs of improvement when we boarded the 
plane at Manchester airport, but just an hour 
later the sun was out and the air was crisp, 
fresh and clean. 

We had arrived in the Scottish Highlands, having 
flown with Loganairto Inverness. 

It was a perfect flight too. Inverness is far enough 
away to fly at a high enough altitude to miss out on 
any turbulence and after a complimentary cup of 
tea and biscuit and a stunning view of the snow-clad 
Cairngorms we were down on the runway for our one- 
night stay at MacDonald Drumossie Hotel. 

There is plenty to see in the area around Inverness, 
so making a shortlist of sights is tricky. However, you 
can’t go wrong in Scotland with a castle, a loch and 
some good food and we managed to pack all those in, 
and more, before dusk. 


ACTIVE 

First stop, just a short journey from Inverness Airport 
was Cawdor Castle for an exclusive tour organised by 
the Dowager Countess Cawdor herself who still lives at 
the castle, which boasts 74 rooms, 14 bedrooms and 
two kitchens, many of them open to the public. 

The old kitchen was in active use between 1640 and 
1938 and still has the original well dug straight into the 
red rock on which the castle was founded. 

Interestingly, the legend goes that the Thane of 
Cawdor, who had a small castle a mile away, decided 
to build a new stronger tower and was instructed in a 
dream to let a donkey choose where it should be sited. 
A thorn tree was planted in that spot which can be seen 
in tower to this day. 

The Thane of Cawdor’s Shakespearean connection 
is a little off the mark as Cawdor Castle was not built 



until the late 14th century well after King Duncan lost 
any blood or Lady Macbeth much sleep in this particular 
house. 

Outside, Cawdor’s three outstanding gardens with 
herbaceous borders, roses, rhododendrons, a rare blue 
poppy, spring bulbs, contemporary sculptures and a 
wild garden are not to be missed. 

Next on the list was lunch, taken at Loch Ness Lodge, 
an elegant and intimate retreat right on the edge of the 
famous body of water. We were welcomed by Willie 
Cameron, aka ‘Mr Loch Ness’, suitably attired in kilt 


and sporran. Willie is Business Development Director 
at Cobbs Group, who own a number of hotels in the 
local area as well as a cafe chain and the bakery that 
produces delicious Cobbs Cake. 

His executive chef Adam Dwyer pulled out all the 
stops for our private dinner, serving up one Loch Ness 
crispy lamb shoulder, followed by a pan-seared fillet of 
Wester Ross salmon with spiced lentils, foie gras and 
apple and plum chutney and to finish, baked mango 
cream, coconut macaroon, mango gel, coconut sorbet 
and nougatine tuille. Five star delicious. It was then time 


for a bit of monster spotting with a cruise on Loch Ness. 
Jacobite started offering cruises of the legendary Loch 
Ness in 1973. We didn’t spot Nessie although we heard 
plenty of tales and we did see the views of the great glen 
and Urquhart castle ruin. Our hotel for the night was the 
excellent MacDonald Drumossie Hotel. 

Next day, after a full Scottish breakfast, we were at 
Inverness airport and in less than an hour safely back in 
Manchester with our memories of Scotland still fresh in 
our minds. 


HEATHER WARD 
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HALF PRICE 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 


To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 

WOLVERHAMPTON 


Cottons 
































PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Four-bedroomed 
detached home in 
a desirable location 

In a desirable location, this impressive four- 
double-bedroomed detached residence in Vernon 
Road, Edgbaston, is bound to take your breath 
away. 

Set within one of the most highly sought-after 
postcodes in Birmingham, it is for sale through 
loveyourpostcode.com at £599,950. 

This detached home is set back from the road and 
features a generous driveway with steps to a block 
paved courtyard. 

The entrance hallway has a staircase sweeping 
to your right with wooden balustrades. The first 
reception room has a stunning beamed ceiling and 
real wooden flooring. A beamed ceiling also features 
in the second reception. This relaxing space is 
bathed in natural light. 

The ground floor also has a downstairs cloakroom/ 
WC and a fitted kitchen, with a range of wall and base 
units leading onto the utility room and garage. 

To the first floor the property has four double 
bedrooms, with the spacious dimensions continuing 
throughout this family home. The master bedroom 
has an en-suite and the family bathroom completes 
this floor. 

“The rear garden of this home is large enough to 
please the most green-fingered house hunter,” added 
a spokesman for loveyourpostcode.com 

The walled patio area makes an excellent 
entertaining space with a neatly kept lawn. 

Edgbaston is a highly sought-after postcode with 
renowned schooling including St Paul’s School for 
Girls within a minutes walk. “With easy access to 
Birmingham City Centre within 2.5 miles and the 
picturesque Edgbaston reservoir on your doorstep, 
this could certainly be the home of your dreams,” 
added the loveyourpostcode.com spokesman. 

loveyourpostcode.com opened its first estate 
agency in 2007 and has gone on to creating a 
modern award-winning approach to selling, renting 
and managing thousands of properties each year. 
Over the years it has benchmarked itself as one of the 
most recognisable independently owned property 
brands in Birmingham. 


EDGBASTON £599,950 



KEY FEATURES 

Impressive detached 
Desirable location 
Four double bedrooms 
Generous driveway 
Large rear garden 




YOU DESERVE MORE 


•ssassss Si? 

loveyourpostcode.corrf | 0121 544 9595 | 0800 862 0870 
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Scriven &. Co* 

Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents 


0121422 4011 


Scrive n &. Co* 

■ M 

Established 1937 


Dudley 



Halesowen 


Halesowen 



Hockley Lane 

An impressive detached house with 
magnificent views over reservoir and 
neighbouring districts with grounds 
extending to 0.85 hectares (2.12 acres) or 
thereabouts. Porch, vestibule, reception hall, 
cloaks cupboard, kitchen, utility, lounge, 
dining room, principal bedroom one with en- 
suite shower room, two further bedrooms, 
house bathroom, rear garden, garage. Gas 
boiler serving radiators. The grounds adjoin 
the Dudley Canal and there is 
accommodation for pony, etc. 

EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £425,000 


Stourbridge 



Spies Lane 

An opportunity to acquire a really lovely 
family house situated in a popular residential 
locality, re-planned internally and 
transformed to provide tastefully presented 
well-proportioned accommodation with 
pleasant enclosed gardens. A must view 
property. Canopy porch entrance, reception 
hall, spacious lounge, quality fitted kitchen 
with host of appliances opening out to 
extensive conservatory and dining room, 
utility room, fitted cloak room, principal 
bedroom with en-suite bathroom, two further 
good sized bedrooms, well-appointed 
shower room, side garage. 

EPC=E 

£365,000 


Halesowen 



Victoria Avenue 

An opportunity to acquire a sensational 
extended detached family house 
transformed by Eleven Eleven property to 
provide superb family accommodation with 
extensive rear garden, off road parking 
facilities and stunning contemporary 
elevations Recessed porch entrance, L- 
Shaped reception hall, fitted cloakroom, 
kitchen/breakfast room, dining room, open 
plan living room leading to family sun room, 
principal bedroom with en suite, three further 
bedrooms, gas boiler serving radiators, 
alarm system, fitted carpets. A must view 
property. 

EPC=D 

£545,000 



Oldbury 



Thicknall Drive 

An opportunity to acquire a tastefully presented three bedroom detached house with 
kitchen/dining room, through living room and pleasant rear garden. No upward chain. 
Entrance hall, living room, kitchen/diner, landing, three bedrooms, bathroom, garage, 
pleasant rear garden, gas boiler serving radiators, double glazing as detailed 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £240,000 


Lyttleton Avenue 

An opportunity to acquire a modernised and much improved three bedroom detached 
house with extended kitchen/diner/family room to rear Enclosed porch, reception hall, 
living room, extended re-fitted kitchen/diner/family room, landing, three bedrooms, re¬ 
fitted bathroom, gas boiler serving radiators, double glazing to windows as detailed 
EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £229,950 


Castle Road West 

A traditional style semi-detached house tastefully improved and re-planned to provide 
bedroom three with en-suite on second floor, open plan kitchen/dining room leading to 
conservatory and pleasant gardens at rear Porch, reception hall, lounge, fitted kitchen 
with host of appliances/dining area, two first floor bedrooms, well appointed bathroom with 
both bath and shower, further bedroom and separate shower room at second floor, 
garage, gas boiler heating radiators. EPC=D 
Offers in the region of £239,950 


Halesowen 


Quinton 


Oldbury 


Quinton 


Halesowen 


Oldbury 



Westfield Road 

* Extended Semi-Detached House 

* Through Living Room 

* Kitchen 

* Utility 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Re-Fitted Bathroom 

* Off Road Parking & Garage EPC=D 

Offers in excess of £150,000 


Clay Drive 

* Mid Terraced House 

* Ideal for First Time Purchaser or Investor 

* Lounge * Dining Area 

* Kitchen 

* Two Bedrooms * Bathroom 

* Garage 

* Rear Garden EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £135,000 


Birch Road 

* Link Detached House 

* Block Paved Driveway Leading to Carport & 
Garage 

* Living Room & Dining Room 

* Re-fitted Bathroom 

* Rear Garden 

* Rear Veranda EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £209,950 


Clydesdale Road 

* Semi-Detached House with Wide Fronted Plot 

* In Need of Modernisation & Improvement 

* Full of Potential 

* Two Reception Rooms * Kitchen 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Bathroom with Seprate WC 

* Rear Garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £219,950 


Colley Lane 

* Detached House 

* Dining Room and Living Room 

* Kitchen * Utility/Lean to 

* Four Double Bedrooms * Bathroom 

* Pleasant Rear Garden with Brick Store 
Housing Jacuzzi and Sauna 

* Garage EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £259,950 


Henderson Court 

Queensway 

* Duplex Flat 

* Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* L Shaped Living Room 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Communal Parking EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £90,000 


Halesowen 


Oldbury 


Halesowen 


Oldbury 


Halesowen Hurst Green 


Quinton 



Hillbrow Crescent 

* Bungalow which is need of some general 
modernisation and improvement * Living Room 

* Kitchen/Breakfast and Utility 

* Formerly Two Bedrooms (one bedroom has 
no natural light or ventilation as the window 
opens onto the garage) * Bathroom 

* No Upward Chain * Garage EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £199,950 


Barston Road 

* Extended Semi-Detached House 

* Extended Kitchen/Dining Room 

* Living Room 

* Ground Floor Shower Room and First Floor 
Bathroom 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Rear Garden * Rear Garage EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £209,950 



Howley Grange Road 

* Much Improved Three Bedroom House 

* Through Living Room Comprising Living and 
Dining Area * Enlarged Re-Fitted Kitchen and 
Downstairs Wc 

* Re-Fitted Bathroom 

* Rear Garden with Timber Decking onto Lawn 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £225,000 



Birch Road 

* Link-Detached Bungalow 

* Good Sized Living Room 

* Re-Fitted Kitchen 

* Conservatory 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Re-Fitted Bathroom 

* Garage and Rear Garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £244,950 



High Farm Road 

* Three Storey Town House 

* Ground Floor Re-Fitted Kitchen and Dining 
Room 

* First Floor Living Room * Conservatory 

* Three Good Sized Bedrooms 

* Re-Fitted Shower Room 

* Good Sized Rear Garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £194,950 



Worlds End Lane 

* Traditional style semi-detached house 

* Coveniently situated for Hagley Road West 

* Living Room and Kitchen/Dining Room 

* Well appointed bathroom 

* Three bedrooms 

* Pleasant rear garden 

* Former Garage/Store to Rear EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £240,000 
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RICS 

The Management System c 
Scriven & Co. is certified as bei 
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(S)nThe Market 


scriven.co.uk 
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Gardening 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 


. ANY LIKE FOR LIKE „ 
^ QUOTATION BEATEN 


r 


i 




Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 
Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Sandwell Based 
0121 441 2891 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable sen/ice 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£450 

complete with handles 


External UPVC and composite doors 
also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM H °7 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 10 .“-' spm 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 10am - 2pm 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 




Driveways & Patios 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 


JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

0800 077 6981 
07944 883248 

www.jdcdriveways.co.uk 


<tmii 





SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIR LIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. r~5—I Choose at Home Service 


Help move heavy furniture, up lift 
plus take away old carpets 
plus Shave Doors 


We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your home 


?EE FITTING ON 


Check out our video and 5 star reviews on HF 

We cover all areas WWW.ablecarpetS.CO.uk 


0121 588 7116 

West Brom, Walsall 
Wednesbury 


0121 530 3633 

Tipton, Oldbury 
Smethwick 


01902 880541 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley, W’ton 


Decorating 


Cc our iZone 


Interior & exterior painting 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


pa 11 1 uny ^ . 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 



Driveways 



• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at 
competitive prices 
All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 or 07376 612163 



Electricians 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co. u k 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 

C L t C T ft I C 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

Fora high quality 
local service call: 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 





Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 


HUNTER BUILD# 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752506695 I 01215567203 


Fencing 


II A I fenfcing and 
► mrnM m JAM gates (supplied 

FENCINGV w r ,,ffltal 


Other services: Shed bases, slabbing and garden clearances, 
removal of trees, privet, old sheds and garages 



For a Free quote call 

0121 532 2263 Or 07951 536929 




ROWAN 


TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

1 Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, 

N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) “■ 

All staff C.R.B. Certified raES 


Vour oripiTuif(ocaCtree & garden 

PAVING . DRIVEWAYS 
DECKING . ARTIFICIAL GRASS 




T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 
• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 - 601-8034 
07833 - 312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 


reiiuny 

r 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 



TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID 


• Fencing 

• Turfing 

• Slabbing 

• Ornamental Gravel 

• Driveways/Patios 
Cleaned 

• Gardens Cleared 


ALL AREAS 
COVERED 

No Job Too Small 


Tel: 0121 
531 6295 
or 

FREE 07866 
ESTIMATES 623841 


Call us on: 

01902 319573 


Post to: Advertisement Department, Sandwell Chronicle, 
Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG 
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Gardening 


Roofing 


Rubbish Removal 


Upholstery 


Sandwell 


✓ Lawn cutting regular or 1 off. 

✓ Lawn weed & feed treatment 

✓ New lawn laid 

✓ Small/Medium hedges pruned 

✓ Weeds sprayed on hard surfaces 

✓ Overgrown gardens cleared. 

✓ Fence panels / decking & sheds painted 

✓ Rubbish Removals 

✓ Pressure washing driveways & patios 

✓ Window Cleaning 

Mobile 07908 012267 


Al I 


Plumbing & Heating 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 




07852150057 ■ass 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 


Property Maintenance 



W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 
^ ★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 
★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 





KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH gE 

A CHEAP RUBBISH |Q 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 



Tom Corbett Roofing Services 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 



Skip Hire 




Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip S. Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 

Al Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

lj\> Over 35 years experience 

Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering IS®!) 
New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 
uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 
All Building Work Undertaken (oMp 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


RUSSELL SKIPS 



( 0121 ) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


0121 553 3020 Q A.J.B. Waste Management 


EklirE’PLfiSTICS 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07385 575865 

www.eli-teplas-ticsupvc.co.uk 



Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD- 

L U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/gi. e All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 

\—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation 

FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS 

Small Jobs NOT A PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free quotation 

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGE, 

WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE. 

You can also bring your own waste r 
to our fully licensed transfer station 

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH mM 


Tel 0121520 7731 “ 


SEQT 0 & 0 ESB HUE 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 



The ASA 
regulates ads 
on websites. 

#socialmediatoo 


ASA.org.uk 


Call us on: 

01902 319573 


Post to: Advertisement Department, Sandwell Chronicle, 
Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG 













































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est, 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Q Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Lost & Found 


LOST PASSPORT 

Number G2067975 in 
Smethwick area. 
Please Contact Mr Hawkar 
Khalid Hassan 
07405 601371 


A 


MISSING 

White cat, black patches, 
black nose. Missing since 
April 26, 2018, near St Anne's 
Road in Willenhall. May make 
his way back home to Walsall. 
Reward offered for safe 
return. 

Please call 07496 390269 


Family 


BLACK MORNING Suit and grey 
Top hat, 42ins jacket/waistcoat, 
36ins trousers, 31 ins leg, excellent, 
£95 ono. Stafford 01785 252729 


MOBILITY EQUIPMENT REPAIRS 

Stairlifts, Scooters, Wheelchairs 
and Batteries: Call 0121 522 3311. 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Pride Colt XL8 8mph large 
scooter, 28 stone capacity, 21 
mile range, suspension, full 
lighting kit, luxury model, free 
delivery and warranty 
£895 ono 
07718 089131 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Roma Cadiz 8mph 2016 model, 
immaculate, 25 stone capacity, 
suspension, road legal, 20 mile 
range. Free delivery and War¬ 
ranty included 
£795 ono 
07718 089131 


r 


"N 


Leisure 

Time 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433. 

CARAVAN for sale, North Wales, 
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick 
sale, mint condition. 07590124226. 


MAGNUM COMPASS 
2006. 

Fixed bed. 

Motor mover. 

Alarmed. 

Two awnings. 

As new cover. 
Immaculate condition. 
Ready to go. 
£4,950. No offers. 
01922 478882. 


Holiday Home for sale -2017 
Willerby Wrekin 

BRAND NEW Limited edition, enhanced 
features £28,995 on a stunning 5 star park 
in The Welsh Marches set above the River 
Severn with private fishing & stunning 
Bowling Pavilion Nr. Shrewsbury. 

Will appeal to retired people & couples. 
Call Ron or Margaret 
01743 885080 
www.sevenoakspark.co.uk 


holidays 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 

Meadow Holidays 

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside bv waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 

Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 



Massage 


Mobile deep tissue 
aromatherapy massage 
treatment by 
qualified therapist 

By appointment 07437 569187 


Freei 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 16th May 

07957 399964 u 


'N 


Home & 
Services 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 



A BIG BIG 

DISCOUNT WEEK 

Cookers, Fridges & Freezers, 
Autos, Fires, All Domestic Appliances 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (inc vat) 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

01922 712184 


C 1 SHEDS 
& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
roxton on 07834 489558. 


box prc 
David Br 


ASH RECLAMAHON 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


MARBLE FIREPLACE, with fire, 
plus front brass fender, £250 o.n.o. 

01922 455726. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


1 


IN LIQUIDATION 

EVERYTHING MUST GO 

1000’s of Beds, Mattresses, Sofa’s at a fraction of store prices. 

NEWARK LARGE 3 
SEATER SOFA IN LIGHT 
GREY OR DARK GREY 

kudHALF price!! SALE PRICE £249 

(OR 2 SEATER JUST £219. ARMCHAIRS ALSO AVAILABLE £129) 

CHOOSE FROM OUR UNRIVALLED STOCKS OF 
MOBILITY CHAIRS IN LEATHER & FABRIC. MANY 
MOBELS TO CHOOSE FROM SAVING UP TO 50% 
EGROBERTO LIFT & TILT IN LEATHER 
WAS £699 50% OFF 

*•- MELTDOWN PRICE £349 

HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, 
DIVANS & MATTRESSES 
TO TAKE AWAY 
SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 

CRUSHED VELVET DOUBLE 
DIVAN BASE WITH MEMORY 
MASTER MATTRESS & CRYSTAL 
■1 BUTTONED HEADBOARD 

WAS £499 HALF PRICE 

MELTDOWN PRICE £249 

LUDLOW DIVAN 
SET WITH MATTRESS 

I WAS £149 

f HALF PRICE!! 

| NOW £74.50 

100’s of 

r y Fashion Beds 

ottomans & 
sleigh beds 
to clear 

100’S OF LEATHER & FABRIC SOFAS, CORNER SUITES 
AND RECLINER SUITES - MANY HALF PRICE 

Open Everyday 10am-5.30pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 

BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, 
TIPTON DY4 8XF. 

OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

_ 0121 SS7 6885 

““ INTEREST FREE CREDIT (T/C’S APPLY) 


✓ A GENUINE ✓ 

LADY BUYER 

PAYS TOP CASH OH ANY 
TYPE OF GOLD 

Any type of gold wanted, e.g 9 carat 
gold. Jewellery from £300+ per oz. Any 
amount collected. Gold coins, silver, 
medals, bank notes, oriental items, 
anytging old, interesting or collectable 

Call Pauline on 
. 01922 495066 j 

V or 07971 783206 ^ 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



VINTAGE TOYS 


Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or 
Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered. 

Good prices paid. 
Unleash the cash in your loft. 

Call Tony on 07812 903338. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 



c 

Service 

□ 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
"JUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 



“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from their 
Classified Campaign” 

Bill-TV Link 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


mm 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

mmmmommmm 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"JUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 


Carpet Fitters 


> supplie 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


Driveways & Patios 


DRIVEWAYS 


The Block Paving Specialists. 
Patios, Driveways, Pathways, 
Landscaping & more. 

We will neat any iike for like 
written quote 

ffiSSOffifiSQ. 




TW LANDSCAPES 

Driveway Restoration 
Specialists 

Cleaning & Sealing, Block 
Paving, Tarmac, Patios, 
Driveways, Decorative 
Gravel Drives 

All aspects of Landscaping, 
Fencing, Patios, Walls 


” \ 

Gas Fitting 

v_ 


GAS ^ 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cariy out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from 
my Classified 
Advertising Contract” 
Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedUds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Bathrooms 

V_:___ 

BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 


Blinds 

v_ 

\ 
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1 Building Services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 
Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 579 592 

\ 

Building Supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 

\ 

Carpentry & Joinery 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


Free no obligation quotation 
call: 01785 878574 
or 07845 483443 


Fencing 

v_ 


PORTWRyi 

FENCING 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £795 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Nlon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon W 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"JUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 


«■! 






“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and would 
recommend them to anyone! They 
have done a very professional job 
with my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Garage 

v Conversions 


ALL GARAGE CONVERSIONS 
CATERED FOR OAP discounts, 
Free quotes call 07522 643706 


~ \ 

Gardening Services 

V_ 


H. COOPER & SON Landscaping / 
garden maintenance. No job too 
small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632. 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


© 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 


www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898 710 / 07973177 976 




Handyman Services 

v 



FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


LOCK & CARPENTRY plumbing, 
plastering, small job specialist. Call 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 


House Clearances 


A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 


Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


Kitchen Fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


“ \ 

Lock Services 


LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 


Oven Cleaning 

v_ 


OVEN CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Ovens, double ovens, grills, hobs, 
ranges and agas. All cleaned to a 
professional standard. 

S&J Oven wizardz 
01785 612517 


Plans Prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 24, 2018 
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36 ClassffiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 


MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01543 327130 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


Plumbing & Heating 

v__ 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 


Kelron lones Plumbing & Heating 

Full heating systems £2200 
Boiler Changes £1100 
Longer warranty available upon request, 
fires and surrounds also available. 

For Free Quotes Call: 
01902 403823 07811 855231 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call or text 
Will free quotes on: 07521 411108. 


Removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


Roofing 


MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 



STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 

\ 

Upholstery 

v_____ 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.uk 


01543877572 07738851601 



Pets & 

L Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 



Business & 
L Farming 


Commercial 
v Premises _ 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 

from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 

^^idla^Landlord Accreditation Scheme 


tvaeusausoso 

J9accommodation.com 


SPACIOUS ONE BED FLAT secure 
parking, Walsall town centre. 
£425pcm. 07741 494462. 

TWO BED Bungalow to let, in a 
desirable area in Colton. £599pcm. 
Please call 07464 996678. 

TWO BEDROOM mobile home to 
rent, Burntwood area, on private 
yard, available immediately, no 
DSS or small children. £75 p/w. 
07970 147088. 


Properties Wanted 




■I FOR YOUR PROPERTY 

A • Reposessions stopped • Legal fees paid 

• Houses bought in any condition • Probate Estates Welcome 

CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! * Mo,1gageS ' LoanS Cleared 


freephone 


08001216007 hoSyers 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 years. 


c msmmmmm 


Yes/mdn 

HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Looa+ion? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, GUARANTEED, instant o££er today! 


Call 0121 663 1797 

or text" Cash " to 66777 
yeshomebuyers.com 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

We also buy Commercial Property 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


7 


Jobs 


CLASS 1 DRIVERS wanted. Steel 
experience preferred, but not 
essential. Nights out available if 
wanted. Gross pay approx £700 
p.w. (plus Nights out) Call Dan 
Butler on 07791 320040. Immedi¬ 
ate start available. 


Motoring 


BARGAIN 


JAGUAR X-TYPE 2.0 DIESEL 
CLASSIC SALOON 

November 2005, 
manual, MoT February 2019, 
47,500 miles, 

very economical, alloy wheels, 
very good condition. 

£2,295 o.n.o. 

01384 291853. 



BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 September & 3-4 December Accredited 

STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 25-26 July & 17-18 November 

Learn how to take blood , 


TRAIN AS A PHLEB0T0MIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

• TWO DAY COURSE - Nationally Recognised 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

For more info. rfAA Hil/'D 

or to book online: WWW.gt?U|JClUt;.COm 


High demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 


Full Time General 


MNA Media 


D1ST RIB U TI ON & LEAFL E T 
SALES ASS ISTANTl 


MNA Media are looking for a Distribution & Leaflet Sales Assistant to join our 
Xpress Distribution team based at Wolverhampton. 

The purpose of this role is to assist in the free distribution operation of all free printed MNA 
titles, including leaflet sales, to maximise all revenue and sales opportunities. The role will also 
ensure the effective organisation and administration, through third party distributors, of all free 
letterbox distribution activity, in line with current ABC rules. Additionally, there is a focus on 
continually exploiting new opportunities and exploring new markets. 

Working within a busy customer focused environment, the successful applicant must possess 
a full current driving licence as travel to customer sites is required, a company car will be 
provided. As this is a customer facing role excellent communication and customer service skills 
are required. A good working knowledge of all Microsoft products is essential. 

The position is full time, 37.5 hours per week, working Monday-Friday. 

If you would like to be considered for this role please send your CV and covering letter 
to: 

HR Department, Midland News Association, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV11ES 
Or bye-mail to: hr@mnamedia.co.uk 
Closing date: 31st May 2018. 


Owners of Express & Star l 




Express & Star STAR 



2008, 63,453 Miles, Blue, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air con, alarm, long 
MoT, metallic paint, one owner, 
pas, CD 
£1,950.00 ono 
07876 418827 



VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 


1.8 EXCLUSIVE 

2009, metallic silver, good 
condition, 98,000 miles. 

12 months MoT, 

£1,900. 

07909 229016. 



VOLVO S401.6 DRIVe 

A rare opportunity, 

(as new condition) very low 
emissions, no tax needed, 
one owner, only 41,000 miles, 
full main dealer service history, 
alloys, leather interior, 
full MoT, 2012, 

( Private reg) TJA 970R 
£6,950. (£21,000 new) 

Call now 07976 888820. 



A rare opportunity, 

(as new condition) very low 
emissions, no tax needed, 
one owner, only 41,000 miles, 
full main dealer service history, 
alloys, leather interior, 
full MoT, 2012, 

( Private reg) TJA 970R 
£6,950. (£21,000 new) 

Call now 07976 888820. 



MAZDA MX5 EUPHONIC 


04, 63k, 1.8i, high output, 
Mazda service history, full MoT, 
black/red leather interior, 
wheels refurbished, new tyres. 

Bargain £1,295 
07568 780321. 


MUST BE SEEN 


NISSAN MICRA CC 1.6 
SPORTS CABRIOLET 

110,000 miles, 06 Reg., service 
history, all electrics working 
perfectly, MOT October, very 
good condition. 

£1,495 ono 

07917 370054. 



2006, 3dr, 12 months MoT, EW, 
CL, CD/Radio, 94,000 miles, 
good condition. 

£800. 


07957 332530. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1600CC 

53 reg. 

Needs slight attention. 
MoT'd. 

Dual fuel. 

New exhaust and tyres. 

£350. 

07459 318294. 



1979 


82k, MoT end of April 2019 
Needs a little TLC hence 

£1,700. 

07891 390052. 



ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



Ar.vjel 


mWmSm 

• Mi Itfi • ‘icmuwiVM 
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A K A 

RETIRED WIDOWER 70'S 

Non smoker with no ties, own 
home near Stafford, would like 
to meet lady aged 70 plus for 
friendship, possible long term 
relationship. 

Box Number P21192, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


LOOK 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 



• lLt. 

CROWN 




Guaranteed best price 
for your unwanted 
cars and vans 

07903 549849 

buyer will call 

CARS WANTED 


DEAD OR ALIVE! 

Runners/Non Runners, 

MOT Failures. 

Can Collect. Cash Waiting! 
Classic Cars, Scrap Cars, 
Motoring Memorabilia and 
Garage Tools Wanted! 



am trying to trace 
M. Broadbent, Sister to Jean. 
Can you please get in touch 
with your phone number. 

Box Number P21187, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 

lOOK 



BUSTLEHOLME FC 


Footballers wanted 

2018/2019. 

U7-U16 

Wayne 07447 063408. 
U17-U18. 

Lee 07415 956764. 

Call to book a place for 
June open day 



Local 

.Information 



Local 

.Information 


PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 


For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Church Vale, Parsonage Street and Lewisham 
Street, West Bromwich) (Temporary Road Closures) Order 2018, has made an Order 
to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via the following roads in West 
Bromwich which form part of the Hallam Street gas main renewal scheme (the work 
will be phased):- 

Phase 3 (anticipated dates 04/06/18 - 25/07/18): Church Vale - northern boundary of 
No.87 Parsonage Street; Parsonage Street - western boundary of Nos.3 and 4 Church 
Vale Mews - Church Vale. Traffic will be diverted via All Saints Way, Cronehills Linkway, 
Congregation Way, Reform Street, Seagar Street and vice-versa. Vehicles wishing to 
access Church Vale north of Parsonage Street will be diverted via Vale Street, Temple 
Meadows Road, Church Vale and vice-versa. 

Phase 4 (anticipated dates 02/07/18 - 30/07/18): Church Vale - at the point where 
Hallam Street and Church Vale joins to its junction with the southern boundary of No.67 
Church Vale. Traffic will be diverted via Hallam Street. 

Phase 9 (anticipated dates 03/12/18 - 21/12/18): Lewisham Street - in its entirety. 
Traffic will be diverted via Hallam Street, Stoney Lane and vice-versa. 

The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed 
by 21/12/18, effective from 04/06/18. Purpose - gas main replacement works by 
Balfour Beatty for Cadent Gas Ltd. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Unity Place, Oldbury) (Temporary 
Road Closure) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from 
proceeding via Unity Place, Oldbury (Birmingham Street - the western side 
of Albert Street). The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is 
expected to be completed by 10/06/18 effective from 10/06/18. A diversion 
route will be signed for traffic via Birmingham Street, the eastern access 
of Unity Place and vice-versa. Purpose - works to lay a new duct and erect 
a new street cabinet by Callan Connect for BT. 



18+ SWAP NUMBERSfwith local 
HOTTIES seeking Adult Fun! 
01902 489 181/txt: 07860 021670 


AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5*. 0121 472 7281. www.manyana 
massageparlour.co.uk 










































































































































ROAD TEST 


MOTORING 37 


Hyundai's showcase at London show 

By James Parker 



The i30N is the first in a new line of high performance road cars to launch under the Hyundai N sub-brand 


Hyundai’s first hot hatchback was joined by 
the 2018 KONA B-SUV, at the London Motor 
Show held in London’s ExCeL. 

The powerful, agile and critically-acclaimed 
i30N is the first in a new line of high 
performance road cars to launch under the 
Hyundai N sub-brand. 

It’s powered by a 2.0-litre turbocharged 
engine and is available with two power 
outputs: the standard model delivers 250 PS, 
while the Performance version boosts this to 
275 PS. 

Torque vectoring by braking is standard, 
while the 275 PS car has an Electronic Limited 
Slip Differential (e-LSD), larger brake discs, 
and an active variable exhaust system. 

Distinctive 

Hyundai’s all-new Kona small SUV offers the 
latest in safety and convenience technology, 
combined with powerful and efficient 
powertrains, packaged in a distinctive design 
with eye-catching body colours which stand 
out from the crowd. Customers can also opt 
for a four-wheel drive programme on the top- 
of-the range Kona Premium GT model offering 
a true SUV experience combined with a 
smooth and efficient seven-speed dual-clutch 
transmission. 

The all-new Hyundai Kona is an important 
milestone for Hyundai as it continues its plans 
to launch 30 new models and derivatives 
in the coming years, including a further 
expansion into the fast-growing B-SUV 
segment with the Kona electric version also 
due to launch this summer. 



Hyundai’s all-new Kona 

Both cars come with the latest equipment 
as standard, including the latest active 
safety features, such as Forward Collision- 
Avoidance Assist, Lane Keeping Assist, 
and a Driver Attention Warning system to 
detect fatigued driving and benefits from 
Hyundai’s comprehensive five-year unlimited 
mileage warranty and roadside assistance 
package. 

The i30 N turned ‘Petrol Heads’ at the 
stand accompanied by the actors from its 
recently-launched advertising campaign and 
a racing simulator on its stand where the 
eventual leader over the course of the four day 
show won a Hyundai Motorsport World Rally 
Championship jacket. 


David Pugh, Hyundai Motor UK marketing 
director, added: “We are delighted to have 
had a presence at the London Motor Show 
this year so we could give the public a 
chance to come and see our exciting new 
products. 


“Hyundai’s new entry into the hot hatch 
segment, developed at the Namyang R&D 
Centre in Korea and honed on the famous 
Nurburgring, has already created a lot of 
excitement amongst consumers - and our very 
own ‘Petrol Heads’ from the i30 N’s advertising 


campaign were on hand to show people 
around the car. For those interested in the 
rapidly growing segment of small SUV models, 
there was the new Kona which offers versatility 
along with a cutting-edge combination of style, 
technology and performance.” 


HYUnDAI BIRMinGHAM 



We’ve got the perfect car for you 

If you’re tired of your car, you can rely on our family run business 
to look after you - call us today. 


BIG CHOICE - BIG SAVIflGS 


PROM 
UST 


£3995 


TO BOOK MOTS0nly£45 


SERVICING From £99 


WAS now SAVE 


14- 64 Hyundai 1101.0 Premium 5dr, White, 18392mls.£6,885. 

15- 15 Hyundai ilO 12 Premium SE 5dr, Black, 7778mls.£8,995 .£8,485.£500 

15-15 Hyundai ilO 12 Premium Auto 5dr, White, 16877mls.£9,900 .£8,585....£1,315 

15-64 Hyundai 2012 Active 5dr, Red, 18318mls.£6,785. 

11- 11 Hyundai 201.4 Comfort A/T5dr, Black, 58545mls.£5,485. 

15- 15 Hyundai 201.4 SE 5dr, White, 17677mls.£8,485. 

14- 14 Hyundai i301.4 Active 5dr, Silver, 38709mls.£9,000 .£8,285.£715 

16- 16 Hyundai i301.6 CRDi 136ps Premium 5dr, Silver, 16562mls.£12,000 ....£11,485.£515 

15- 15 Hyundai i40 Active Crdi 115ps Saloon, White, 12776mls.£9,900 .£9,285.£615 

12- 62 Hyundai i40 Style Crdi 136ps Tourer A/T, White, 37798mls ....£9,800.£9,000.£800 

17- 67 Hyundai Tucson 1.6 GDi SE nav 2wd, Grey, 2199mls.£18,345 ....£17,885.£460 

16- 16 Hyundai 1800 SE CRDI Manual, Silver, 18300mls.£16,955 ....£16,285.£710 

non FRAncHisE 

16- 65 Audi A5 S Line Black Edition 2.0 Tdi Quattro, White, 36061mls.£22,470 ....£21,485.£985 

12- 62 Chevrolet Spark 1.2 LT 5dr, White, 33814mls.£3,995 .£3,785.£210 

09-59 Mercedes - Benz C250 Sport A/T 4 Dr, Silver, 53984mls.£9,435 .£8,485.£950 

15 Reg nissan Juke Acenta Premium 1.2 DIG-T, Red, 15799mls.£10,245 ....£10,000.£245 

14-14 Ssanyong Korando 2.0 CRDi ELX4 4x4 Manual, Blue, 44513mls....£9,495 .£9,085.£410 

13- 13 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 Turbo Black Edition 3 Dr, Black, 30500mls. £5,865 .£5,685.£180 

DEMOnSTRATORS 

17- 67 i301.6 CRDi SE nav Tourer, Silver, 7500mls.£16,985 ..£15,785..£1,200 

18- 67 i301.4TGDi Premium Fastback, Grey, 5500mls.£17,985 ..£16,985..£1,000 

Many more makes & models in stock, visit 
www.hyundaibirmingham.co.uk for full details 


Hyundai Birmingham West Tel: 0121 434 6400 www.hyundaibirmingham.co.uk 

68 Hagley Road West, Birmingham, West Midlands B67 5EZ Opening hours: Mon - Fri: 8.30am-6pm, Sat: 9am-5pm, Sun: 10.30am-4pm 


All offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions. Details correct at time of publication, E&OE. 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 24, 2018 






























































MOTORING 



The higher seating position gives better visibility 


New Sport model adds a new 
imension to the Jazz range 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

CARS FROM £2495 ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

NEW-USED CARS, SERVICE & PARTS FACILITIES 

ALL CARS GUARANTEED, ALL CARS SERVICED AND MOT’D IF REQUIRED FINANCE AVAILADLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 

REMEMBER TO BRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (T’s & C’s Apply) 


2018/67 VAUXHALLCORSA 1.4 
(75) ECOFLEX LIMITED EDITION 

Pre-Reg, 

1 —>a 3-dr, Grey, 
Delivery 
Miles 

£11,995 




2007 VAUXHALL 
VECTRA SRi 


5-dr, 

Mb. Blue ' 

■V 76,683 miles 



2007/57 VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.2i 16V DESIGN 

B 3-dr, Gold, 
41,090 
miles 



| 2013/13 MERCEDES-BENZ E250 
Di BLUE EFFICIENCY SPORT 

2-dr Coupe, 
Auto, 
Silver, 

63,547 miles 

£13,495 



2005/55 PEUGEOT 307 
1.6 SE 


£2,795 


2014/14 VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.2 LIMITED EDITION 

3-dr, 
Orange, 
21,000 
miles 

£7,495 



2012/12 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
2.0 CDTi SRi VX-LINE 

^ 5-dr, 

Black, 

. 82,034 

miles 

£6,495 



2015/15 VAUXHALL 
CORSA 1.6TVXR 

3-dr, 
Black, 
18,517 
miles 



£11,750 


2012/62 NISSAN QASHQAI 
1.5 DCS (110) N-TEC + 



5-dr, 

Red, 

48,000 miles 


2014/14 TOYOTA AYGO 
1.0WT-I MOVE 



2008/58 JAGUAR X-TYPE 
2.0DS2009 


2012/12 NISSAN JUKE 
1.5 DCiACENTA 

' <m 5-dr, 

Black, 
63,500 
miles 

£7,495 



2013/13 VAUXHALL CASCADA 
1.4T ELITE 

2-dr 

0 m- Convertible, 
Black, 

* 46,479 

miles 



£11,495 


2015/65 FORD FIESTA 
1.0 ECOBOOST ZETEC 





2014/64 DACIA DUSTER 
1.5 DCi 110 AMBIANCE 


2013/13 MINI ROADSTER 
1.6 COOPER 

1 TS 


V 2-dr 

Convertible, 
> V'-T Black, 

59,800 miles 



£7,750 


12012/12 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 
2.0 TDi 170 GTD 




2012/12 FIAT 500 
1.2 LOUNGE 



2012/62 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 
2.0 CDTI SE 


£7,495 


2008/58 BMW 6 SERIES 
635d S POR T 

A 


Sfc- 



2-dr 

Convertible, 
Auto, Grey, 
62,212 miles 


£12,995 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 4541OO www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 



Honda’s smallest car, the Jazz, has enjoyed a loyal 
following from motorists arund the world in the 
past 17 years - but now the company has made a 
conscious decision to broaden its appeal. 

For the first time it gives buyers the option of a new, 
more powerful engine. That may appeal to younger 
drivers, of course, but also to the family motorist since 
the latest Jazz offers more cabin space than most typical 
compact hatchbacks, more like mid-size models. 

Head and leg room in the rear are particularly generous 
and it has an above average 354 litres of boot space. A 
‘magic seat’ system allows you the flexibility to juggle 
between passengers and luggage, with up to 1,314 litres 
of cargo capacity with just two people on board. The rear 
seats can also be reclined to cosset your passengers, 
while the front seats and steering wheel have a wide 
range of adjustment to suit individual drivers. 

The extra oomph will be welcome if you’re carrying a 
family and their luggage, with the added advantage that it 
comes in a new, high specification Sport trim. 

The new 1.5 litre engine is another Honda i-VTEC unit, 
well known for their smooth, free revving nature. But it 
endows the Sport with 130PS of power and 155Nm of 
torque (compared to 102Ps and 123Nm for its standard 


The interior is spacious with high quality trim 

1.3 litre stablemate). The Sport is significantly quicker (0 
to 62mph in 8.7 as opposite to 11.2 seconds) putting it in 
warm hatchback territory, with an equally improved ‘in¬ 
gear’ performance for overtaking. 

Official average fuel economy is 47.9mpg - as that’s a 
laboratory test I was pleasantly surprised by the 43mpg 
achieved in real-world driving. Its C02 rating is 133g/km. 
The optional automatic (CVT) transmission is a little more 
economical than the six-speed manual in the test car. 

It is quite a tall car, with benefits including a higher 
hip height (for easier access) and, of course, the higher 
seating position and better visibility which have made 
compact SUVs so popular. 

The Sport has its own, tuned suspension set-up to 
reflect its increased power which works surprisingly well, 
balanced effective dynamics with a supple ride. 

I confess I was a bit unsure of the Sport in the first few 
miles, as it felt very light. But in fact that characteristic 
which is much appreciated around town is a little 
misleading - on the open road it threads its way 
competently and without fuss through the twisty bits. 

Even the bumpy ones. This relaxed competence adds to 
the refined, mature nature of the Sport, 

The test car was a Sport Navi model with a list price 
of £17,765 - go for the standard Sport and you lose the 
Garmin satnav but save £610. That’s just over £1,000 
more than the top of the range 1.3 litre Jazz. 

From the outside, additional styling features are more 
subtle than flashy: 16-inch alloys, sports bumpers, side 
sills, a tailgate spoiler and LED headights. The interior 
stands out not only for its space but for the high quality, 
soft touch materials by no means common in this class. 

As is inevitable these days, the dash is dominated by a 
seven-inch colour touchscreen controller, handling a rage 
of functions as well as navigation including phone and 
internet connectivity and vehicle systems. Audio controls 
are also duplicated by buttons on the steering wheel. 

There is air conditioning, electric windows and mirrors 
which are also heated), automatic headlights and wipers, 
front and rear parking sensors. The car is also fitted with 
the latest safety technology, apart front front, side and 
curtain airbags it has ABS, stability control, hill start assist 
and a ‘city brake’ system to help avoid those all-too- 
common low speed shunts. There is also a tyre pressure 
warning system, speed limiter linked to the traffic sign 
recognition system, lane departure warning and auto 
dipping headlights. 

The model adds a new dimension to the Jazz range, in 
terms of performance and specification. It’s particularly 
flexible seating, and class-leading interior space, make it 
highly competitive in this sector of the market. 


























































































From left, Jake White, Charlie Barnett, Adam Mabberley and Bob Prince from East Park Wolves 


From left, Chris Jukes, Paul Heard, Lee Kemp and Brandon Whetton from Wednesfield Aces 



East Park Wolves Chairman Albert Bentley 



Teams compete at the European Championships 


Cycle speedway club on 
track to host the world 

SPORTING FEATURE 



Action from one of the heats at the Cycle Speedway European Championships at East Park 


By Matt Maher 


‘We feel the profile of the 
club has been boosted and 
we have shown we can han¬ 
dle such a big event.” 


HAVING successfully hosted the cream 
of European cycle speedway, East Park 
Wolves are now aiming to make their 
mark on the world stage. 

The club, which operates from the Wolver¬ 
hampton park of the same name, will launch 
a bid to bring the 2021 World Championships 
to the city. 

It comes after the club successfully hosted the Eu¬ 
ropean Championships, attracting big crowds as the 
best riders on the continent went wheel-to-wheel over 
three days of thrilling action. 

East Park Wolves chairman Albert Bentley said: “It 
was an absolutely brilliant weekend for the club. It 
was a great three days of racing. 

Boosted 

“We feel the profile of the club has been boosted 
and we have shown we can handle such a big event. It 
was a massive achievement for all the volunteers who 
work so tirelessly to push the club on. The only bigger 
event in the sport than the Europeans is the worlds, 
so that is logically the next step.” 

The club has now launched a funding drive in order 
to build the permanent toilet block required for their 
bid to be successful. 

Bentley said: “We will need about £10,000 to build 
the toilets by the track and make the other improve¬ 
ments needed, such as a covered pitlane. 

“To many people 2021 will feel a long way off but 
we need to start planning now. Our bid will be lodged 


with British Cycling and they will make the final de¬ 
cision. I think we tick a lot of boxes.” 

Appetites were whetted by the success of the Eu¬ 
ropean Championships, which were won by Czesto¬ 
chowa after a close fought Grand Final which saw the 
Polish rivals edge out their much fancied domestic 
rivals Leszno in the final heat. Local pride was deliv¬ 
ered by Wednesfield Aces, who took the final place on 
the podium ahead of the third of the Polish triumvi¬ 
rate, Torun. 

The Aces, led by junior world champion and former 
East Park youth ace Brandon Whetton, had quali¬ 
fied second behind Leszno in the semi-finals. Torun 
claimed victory in the other semi-final, ahead of Cze¬ 
stochowa. 

Yet it was the latter who would be crowned cham¬ 
pions at the end of the day, former world No.l Mar¬ 
tin Sczymanski sealing the deal by winning the last 
race of more than 200 staged over the course of the 
tournament. 

“We were treated to some excellent racing,” said 


East Park head coach Bob Prince. “Czestochowa were 
deserved winners in the end. They were not the fa¬ 
vourites at the start but they rode smartly. 

“There were a number of other good performances. 
It was great to see Wednesfield in the final and being 
led by a rider who learned his trade at East Park. 

“Aside from two or three Australian riders, what 
we saw was the best guys in the business going wheel- 
to-wheel. There are not many who can live with them 
when they are on their game. 

“Strength in depth always tells. There are four rid¬ 
ers in a team and a reserve. Over a busy weekend, you 
need everyone to contribute. 

“A lot of hard work went into it from the club’s 
perspective and it has helped raise our profile. If we 
can improve the facilities the way we want, with the 
new toilet block and covered pits, it will make our 
track among the best in the sport.” 

To ride or volunteer with East Park Wolves visit 
eastparkwolves.webs.com or, to offer sponsorship, 
call Albert Bentley on 07814 641367. 


Tennis legend Ann 
returns for Classic 

ONE of Britain’s greatest ever tennis players joined a host of other female 
tennis stars from her home city to look ahead to the Nature Valley Classic 
Birmingham. 

Former British No 1 Ann Jones, who won eight Grand Slam titles during 
an illustrious career, was at the Edgbaston Priory Club - the venue for the 
women’s Classic - with Birmingham’s current British Under-18 champion 
Lillian Mould. 

Jones, from Kings Heath, has a long association with the tournament, 
which is now in its 38th year. She played an important role in getting it 
onto the international WTA (Women’s Tennis Association) circuit and her 
contribution was recognised in 2012 following the £5 million refurbishment 
of the venue when the new centre court was named after her. 

The line-up for this year’s tournament, which takes place between June 
16-24 features reigning Wimbledon champion Garbine Muguruza, five-time 
Grand Slam winner Maria Sharapova and British star Johanna Konta. 


Expert referee Wiley 
back in black at HQ 

ALAN Wiley refereed plenty of big games during his stint with the whistle 
and has now agreed to come out of retirement to take on what could be his 
toughest test of all - officiating two teams of referees! 

The Burntwood whistle-blower will be in charge of a charity match at 
the Birmingham FA County headquarters on Sunday, June 3. The fixture 
has been organised by The Whistle Foundation - a group of four referees 
who have taken on the task of staging a match each year to raise funds for 
various charities. 

This year’s game is in memory of former referee Richard Eades, who died 
last year, with the proceeds going to Smile for Joel, a charity set up in to 
honour Saddlers fans Joel Richards, Adrian Evans and Patrick Evans who 
were killed in the Tunisia terror attack in 2015. 

Jamie Lunn, Ajay Sharma, Greg Rollason and Matt Bond are the fab four 
who got the ball rolling last year with a match at Wolves’ training ground 
which helped raise £1,800 for St John Ambulance. 


Taylor: Pietersen 
was ‘embarrassing’ 

FORMER England batsman James Taylor has admitted he lost respect for 
Kevin Pietersen as a result of some ‘embarrassing’ antics from his team¬ 
mate after a Test match in 2012. Taylor’s career ended two years ago when 
he was diagnosed with a serious but previously undetected heart condition 
which could have claimed his life, forcing him to retire at the age of 26. 

He has written about his first England Test - the second Test against 
South Africa at Headingley - in an extract from his new autobiography ‘Cut 
Short’, which is being serialised in the Daily Telegraph. 

Pietersen (149) and Taylor (34) put on a 147-run partnership in the mid¬ 
dle during that Test in Leeds, but Taylor was shocked by what happened 
after the game. Taylor wrote: “While the Test may have been over, the 
pantomime was about to start. His (Pietersen’s) outburst appeared on the 
television. That press conference should have been all about KP scoring one 
of the greatest knocks of all time. Instead it was: ‘Look at me, feel sorry for 
me’. It was just awful, exactly what England didn’t need.” 
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Bacon brings 
home victory 
comfortably 

TERRIFIC Tom Bacon inspired a com¬ 
fortable 57-33 win for Birmingham in 
their National Trophy clash with Stoke 
at Perry Barr. 

Bacon and Danyon Hume were both 
in top form and their regular wins over 
former Birmingham captain Tom Perry 

- making a guest appearance for Stoke 

- underlined their improvement since 
all were part of the title-winning team 
of 2016. 

Hume raced to a five-ride full maxi¬ 
mum with some lightning-fast starting, 
whilst Bacon was unbeaten by an oppo¬ 
nent in all six of his outings. 

Brummies were held across the first 
two races, although Arran Butcher held 
second place for three laps of Heat 2, but 
Hume and hugely impressive teenager 
Leon Flint combined for a shock 5-1 over 
Perry in Heat 4, Flint just holding on for 
second place. 

The hosts marched on with Bacon and 
Layne Cupitt teaming up for another 5-1 
in Heat 6 to put them 12 points clear. 

Veteran Tony Atkin notched the Pot¬ 
ters’ first win in Heat 9, but Bacon su¬ 
perbly went between Atkin and Adam 
Extance in the early stages of the next 
race before Cupitt lost third place with a 
fall on the last lap. 

Callum Walker gained a morale-boost¬ 
ing 5-1 with the effervescent Flint ahead 
of Atkin in Heat 12 as the Brummies 
stretched their lead to 18 points, with 
Hume and Bacon then storming clear of 
Perry in the battle of the big guns. 

Walker then controlled Heat 14 before 
Bacon completed his maximum in the 
final race - with all the action behind 
him as Flint boldly tried to go between 
Atkin and Paul Burnett before eventu¬ 
ally settling for third place. 

Youngster back in 
saddle for season 

FANS’ favourite Jack Parkinson-Black- 
burn has sealed a shock return to Bir¬ 
mingham for the rest of the season. 

The 17-year-old comes in for injured 
skipper Mitchell Davey who is facing a 
lengthy spell on the sidelines with multi¬ 
ple injuries. Despite initially signing for 
Glasgow and Coventry for the 2018 cam¬ 
paign, Parkinson-Blackburn stunned 
all when he announced he was taking a 
break from the sport on the eve of the 
new season. 

But now the Yorkshire racer insisted 
he was ready for action ahead of his re¬ 
turn in last night’s (Wednesday’s) Travel 
Plus National League opener with the 
Isle of Wight at Perry Barr. 

Said Parkinson-Blackburn: “Don’t 
get me wrong it’s been a tough couple 
of months for me. I kind of expected to 
be back at Birmingham over the winter 
and when they told me I wasn’t a part 
of their plans it did knock me back a bit. 
But I’ve sorted a lot of stuff out now and 
when Birmingham rang there was no 
way I could say no.” 


Lloyd gears bikes up for Pre TT Classic 


WEDNESBURY’S Neil Lloyd also took his two 
classic bikes out during a two-day meeting at 
Mallory Park, bedding in his Honda CB500/4 and 
BSA750 Rocket. 

Lloyd used the track time to get his bikes ready 
for the Pre TT Classic, which is the weekend be¬ 
fore the Isle of Man TT fortnight. He said: “We 
entered both classics purely for track time as we 
were up against more modern machinery. I’d not 
ridden either prior to the weekend, having spent 
a lot of time and money on our Honda. 


“But it ran great all weekend and even though 
we didn’t stand a chance against the 650 twins 
and modern 400s it proved itself with lap times, 
with just ground clearance causing issues. 

“The BSA caused us some concerns with an oil 
leak issue and a DNF in the last race with a loss of 
power. But it was all practice for Pre TT Classic. 
Hopefully both bikes will be ready and we have a 
successful race. We’d like to thank Lloyds Trans¬ 
port, Lloyds Electrical Design, Pauline, John and 
Dave Speake, and Brotherton Cycles.” 


Kinver’s Chris Ashfield extended his East Mid¬ 
lands Association Racing (EMRA) championship 
lead in the Mini Twins class with three wins at 
the same meeting. 

Stourbridge’s Martin Kirk and his MKRacing 
team were back in British Sidecar Champion¬ 
ship action at Oulton Park for round two. With 
several absentees due to a clash with the world 
championship, Kirk and his passenger, Shelley 
Smithies - who also competed in the 600cc cup 
- finished seventh overall but third fastest of the 
cup bikes. 


MOORE: I'D HAVE 
TURNED TO CYRILLE 



Proud - West Brom manager Darren Moore says he who would have turned to his mentor for advice 


DARREN MOORE would have 
leant on his mentor and friend 
Cyrille Regis during these first 
few days, if he could. 

Albion’s new head coach owes his 
whole footballing career to Regis, hav¬ 
ing been inspired to play - like so many 
other black footballers - by the great 
Baggies striker. 

Years later, his in¬ 
spiration became an 
opponent and then, 
when Moore joined 
Albion as a player 
in 2001, he became 
a friend. 

Both church-go¬ 
ers, both heavily 
weaved into the Al¬ 
bion fabric, Moore and 
Regis had much 
in common. Four Darren’s friend Cyrille Regis 
months after losing 
Cyrille at the age 

of 59, Moore finds himself sitting proudly at his 
managerial unveiling at The Hawthorns follow¬ 
ing a whirlwind few weeks. 

But he wishes he still had his mentor beside 
him. “I know if Cyrille was here, I’d be sharing 
the day-to-day runnings with him,” revealed 
Moore. “I was speaking to him right up until the 
night before (he died), up until 8pm and the next 
morning I learned of his passing. 

“We had a conversation and he said ‘Let’s 
speak in the morning’. We went right up to that 
point, I can share openly with you. 

“In this role I have now, I’m almost sure he 
would’ve played some part. 

“I’m really proud and I’m sure he’s looking 
down on us now and saying he’s very happy.” 

As a nine-year-old, Moore put down his cricket 
bat and strapped on his boots after watching 
the Three Degrees on television in their Albion 
shirts. “The pitch was a stage, and there were 


22 players on it who were being worshipped by 
the supporters - and I said to my dad ‘I want to 
do that’.” 

Regis, alongside Laurie Cunningham and Bren- 
don Batson, broke down racial barriers for a gen¬ 
eration of black footballers. 

Moore’s appointment as Albion head coach 
has lifted the number of BAME (black and eth¬ 
nic minority) managers from the 92 clubs of the 
Premier League and Football League to just six. 

The others are Chris Hughton at Brighton, 
Chris Powell at Southend, Nuno Espirito Santo at 
Wolves, Jos Luhukay at Sheffield Wednesday and 
Dino Maamria at Stevenage. However, it seems 
disproportionate when, out of all the professional 


footballers in England, 30 per cent are BAME. 

But Moore is reticent to attribute too much 
significance to it. He said: “I’m in this role rep¬ 
resenting BAME coaches and young British 
coaches. But my sole focus is West Bromwich 
Albion. 

“Being part of a wonderful team, fanbase and 
representation of the football club and the com¬ 
munity as a whole.” 

And that connection with the Baggies, far more 
than the colour of his skin, is why Moore’s ap¬ 
pointment is the right one for a club who sold its 
soul to stay in the Premier League. And it’s why 
it could end up being a masterstroke. 

MATT WILSON 



Leading trio 
of top teams 
are defeated 

THREE of the top four sides suffered 
defeat in the Birmingham League Pre¬ 
mier Division. 

Walsall took advantage, beating Moss- 
ley by 13 runs to go third in the table. 

A spirited 76 not out from Paul Byrne 
saw Walsall recover from 94-6 to post a 
competitive 208-8 at Gorway after Mo¬ 
seley skipper Fred Eburah took the first 
four wickets for 23. 

An injury prevented him from com¬ 
pleting his spell but 67 from Jake Sam¬ 
mons took Moseley into a strong position 
at 108-2. But veteran Walsall skipper 
Paul Wicker (3-22) and Billy Cox (3-34) 
helped to dismiss Moseley for 195 in the 
50th over. 

Half-centuries from Craig Moore (69) 
and Akbar Ahmed (52), as well as 57 ex¬ 
tras, including 35 wides, saw Streetly to 
295-8 against Harborne. 

They were, also, awarded six penalty 
runs because Harborne did not bowl 
their overs in the allotted time. This 
proved vital as they finished three runs 
short on 292-5. The best figures of the 
match came from Streetly’s Steve Hin¬ 
ton with 4-45. 

Pelsall collapsed in Division Three, 
falling 18 runs short of Stratford-up¬ 
on-Avon’s 183-9. Tom Boyd (5-33) and 
Dan Wale (4-28) took nine wickets be¬ 
tween them. Pelsall looked well set at 
138-2, thanks to 55 from Jake Lee and 
48 from Todd Henderson, but they 
lost their last eight wickets for 27 with 
James Urquhart taking 4-32. 

Horror injuiy nearly 
killed me, says Jack 

VILLA star Jack Grealish has opened up 
about the horror injury he claims helped 
transform his career. The 22-year-old 
required emergency surgery after suf¬ 
fering lacerations to a kidney during a 
pre-season friendly with Watford. 

Grealish missed the opening three 
months of the season. He said: “I took 
a kick to the kidney and it split in two 
places. It was pouring with blood,inter¬ 
nally, for about five hours. 

“It’s the worst pain I’ve ever been in.” 

He ended up being rushed to the 
Queen Elizabeth for an operation, and 
says his surgeon “looked me in the eye 
and said ‘Jack, you could die’.” Grealish 
will be a key man when Villa take on 
Fulham at Wembley this Saturday. 
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